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SERMONS! 
 *2Declarations || 
Mrz Stephen *Crit1 P, A 


LatEor * 


Colcheſter in Eſſex, Deceaſed. 
Exaaly caken in CharaRters or Short- 


hand, as they were Dzlivered by him ar the 
Publick Mceting-Houſes of the People called 


Quakers, 
In Grace-Church-/treet , and 
; "Devonſhire-Houſe, London. 
. And now Faichfully Tranſcribed and 


Pabliſhed. Together with his | | 
| Prayer at the end of every Sermon. || _ 


LONDON, 
Printed for Nath. Crouch ac the Bell in ,;.. 


' Poultrey near Cheapſide, 16923 | 
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To THE 


READER: 


Hough the Writer of theſe Sermons 
doth out of modeſty decline to Print 
bis name, yet he is wery willing to 

 - give all reaſonable ſatisfation to any 
| ſober Inquirer ; that he has not in the leaſt al- 
| tered or impoſed upon the Anthors ſenſe, either 
in theTaking or Tranſcribing of them; And he 
does further afſure the Reader, that he neither 

is, mor ever. was one of thoſe People called 
Quakers ; but always of another Perſuaſion ; 
Yet being willing according to the Apoſtles Rule, 

zo Try all things ; he has ſometimes been pre- 
ſent at their Meetmgs, and having the Art of 
Short Writing, he ha: Takin many of their 
Sermons and Prayers from the Mouths of di- 
vers of their Preachers, and amng others, 
thoſe of Mr. Stephen Criſp deceaſed , which 

| upon Review appeared to him, as well as to 
( | three or four other eminent Perſons of another 
\ A 2 Way, 


iz 


Way, to contain ſo many ce W.. delt- 
vered with ſuch Plainn:ſs, Zeal and Demon- 
ftration, and generally agreeable to the known 
Dofrines of Chriſtianity , that it js hoped 
the Publiſhing of them may be uſeful to the 
World : And that the Deſign and Intent of 
' them may be the more readily comprehended, 
there is # Title given to every Sermon, agree- 
able 10 the Subjetf Matter Chiefly Treated of, 
If any defire to be further ſatisfied by ſpeak- 
ing with the Writer, they may be pratified 
_ by applying themſelves to the Book- 
eier, 


Nath. Crouch, 
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Sermon JI. 2 


The Great Mediator of the 
Everlaſting Covenant. | 


Preached at Grace Clairch» 


Street, April 25, 1688. , 


My Friends, 
- OW ſhould weall admire the work» 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt 2 You may 


know from your own Experience, 
that all the Operations of the Holy 
Spirit from the beginning, have been in Or- 


* dr to the Cleanſing, and Purifying, and Pre- | 


paring you for the Kingdom of God : This 
Experience 1s given to a littleRemnanr,of the 
the manner of his working, that the End, 
Aim and D.fign of all the Operations of his 
Powcr,is for our good,and in order to our E- 
ternal Happineſs, 

Now this 1s a great ingapement upon the 


= | minds of the People of God, diligently to 


A 3 | WAIT . 
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wait upon him, that they mate opened 
' more and more into the Myſtery of Life and 
Saivation, that hath been hid from Ages, 
and Generations, and 13 now revealed by his 
Spirir, . 

And they that are thus exerciſed, with 
the meaſure of Grace given unto them, they 
do grow and increaſe, in Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs, by the working thereof ; and they 
increaſe in Knowledge in the great things 
of his Law, and the Myſteries of the King- 
dom of Grace, that the Eye which God hath 
opened, may diſcern that the working of his 
Power in all Ages, has been for the Extir- 
pating, Rooting our, and Deſtroying of that 
"Root of Iniquity, that' hath brought forth 
ſuch a Crop of Sin, and Wickedneſs, 
which was not of his Planting, nor of his 
Creating. 

For from the beginning of the Creation of 
God, unto this day, God hath had a {ingu- 
lar Love, and Favour to the Sons, and 


Daughters of Men, as being ( as I may ſay) 


the Maſter-piece, or greateſt piece of the 
Creation, moſt nearly relate d to himſelf ; 
Created in his own Image, in Righteouſneſs 
and - Holineſs ; and in that they now are not 


ſo, but Marred, and Spoiledfrom bearing the - | 


Heavenly Image, is not the Lords doing, 


but / 
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but hath been wrought by the Enemy both 


} to God and Man; And the Lord continu- 


ing his Love unto the Work of his hands, 
hath from Age to Age, Revealed, and made 
. Known hs Power, for the reſtoring and 
bringing back again Loſt Man, Fallen 
Man, Sinful Man, to be Reconciled unto 
him ; that he might, as was intended, Enjoy 
and Poſſeſs the Love and Favour of his 
Maker; but there was no poſlibility found 
for his R<-conciliation with the Holy God, 
but by making him Holy : For as the mak= 
ing bim Unholy, ſeparated him from his * - 
Maker ; So the making of him Holy again, 
would Unite him again unto his Maker ; So _ 
that there muſt be a way, and means for 
the Reducing of him to his Primitive State, 
before he could enjoy and obtain his Primi- 
tive Enjoyments, that is, the Love, and 
Favour of God: And there hath been a 
General Univerſal. ſenſe upon the Sons and 
Daughters of Men, of this Alienation, and 
Eftrangedneſs from God ; and they have 
put themſelves upon divers ways, and me- 
thods to obtain Reconciliation , and to try 
if they could reſtore themſelves, and they 
have found out ways, and tryed and prov- 
ed the Inventions, and Imaginations of their 
own Minds, in their [fallen Wiſdom, what 
- A & they 
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they might do to pleaſe God, and be Recon- 
ciled to him. | 


We are Sinners, and we will Sacrifice, 


we will bring a Sacrifice for our Sins; and 
when they have brought a Sacrifice, it hath 
not been accepted, becauſe there hath not 
been a Mediator known, -that might Mzdi- 
ate for them with the Lord ; fo that all the 
Sacrifices they have Offered have never been 
accepted with him, in order to an Attone- 
ment and Reconciliation : Now only thoſe 


that have Relation to the Mediator by Faith. 


in him, doth he Intercede for, that he 


might preſent them again to Gad ; and this. 


hath been the diflerence between Sacrifacer, 


and Sacrificer, from the days of Cain and - 


bel, unto this day, Some have had Rela- 
tion to the Mediator in all their - Services, 
and Sacrifices, and ſome have had Relation 
only to the thing offcred, and the ſervice 
performed ; but they have not in all Ages 
ſped alike : They whoſe Services and Wor- 
ſhip was performed to God, with a Relation 
to the Mediator, they have found Accep- 
tance; and they whoſe Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, was performed only, with a Relation 
to the thing offered or done;that was but their 


_ own AQ, that was but their Will. Worſhip, 
1 and that was always turned back again upon 


them: 


———————— mu 44fE- -- 


them : For there is no Name given under. + | 


Heaven, by which any. can: be ſaved, but 
only the Name of Jeſus Chrift, that is, the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, for the Old 
one was 'broken; And when Aaron was ſet 
up to be an High Prieft to God, he was ap- 
- pointed to offer Sacrifices for the Sins of the 
People ; and they that committed a Sing 
was appointed by the Law to bring an Hee- 
Goat of the Flock, unto the Door of the 
Tabernacle, and to deliver it to the Prieſt, 
and he was to make an Offering for the Sin 
committed, after ſuch and ſuch a manner, 
and it was to be an Artonement with God 
- for them: So here was ſeemingly a Recon- 
. Ciliation by a Sacrifice : And ſome ſaw no 
farther than the bringing of a Goat, and a 
Ram, and the performance of the Prieſts 
Office, and they counted all was well - 
And others ſaw farther, long before the 
Apoſtle ſpake or wrote it ; It was not the 
Blood of Bulls, or Goats ; nor the Blood of 
a Ram that could purge away Sin from their | 
Conſciences, And -afrer the Apoſtle had 
opened the Myſtery of Divinity, who had 
a Divine, and Spiricual Skill, in unfold- 
, ing the Reſtoration of Mankind; he de- 
. clared plainly that when the Offering was 

made by Aaron for Sinners, even then there 
| Ag5 remained 


__ 
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remained till a Conſcience of Sin ; for it 
was not poſfible thar the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats ſhould take away Sin ; fo that their 
outward performances, and their outward 
ſervices, they did bur point out the Media- 
tor ; they had a pointing finger as it were to 
the Real, True, and Everlaſting Mediator 
Chriſt Jeſus, who 1s made a Mediator be- 
ewixt God and Mzn ; that by, and through 


him, man might be again Reconciled to. 


God. 
So that now mn theſe Goſpel days, where- 


in God is opening the Myſterics of Life, 
and Salvation, to the intent and purpoſe, 
that the Sons and Daughters of Men might 
be reſtored apain, unto their Primitive En- 
jJoyment of the Favour of God : Now in 
theſe days, it 1s the Dary of all Chriſtians, 
and of all that are ſeeking the welfare of 
their Immortal Souls, that they have their 
Eyes and their Hearts unto Jeſus, as unto 
one that is able ro. Reconcile them unto 
God ; To him it is committed; to him 
Wiſdom, and Power is committed, and to 
him Authority is committed, that he ſhould 
be an Everlaſting High Prieſt, and thar all 
the Services, and all the Worſhip, and Re- 
ligious performances that People oftcr up to 


God, ſhould be in his Name ; that ſo by 


him 
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him they might be Recommended to God : 
For none will ever find Acceptance with the 
Father, unleſs in all their performances they 
| have an Eye unto him, - 
| So thatit comes plainly to paſs, according . 
to that ſhort, and confident Aﬀertion of the 
Author to the Hebrews, That without Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God: But it 1s poſſible to 
Offer Sacrifices withour Faith z and poſlible 
for. People to perform Religious Services 
without Faith, as woful Experience have 
raught us in our days ; That many-have 
been exerciſed in a kind of a Religious Ser- 
vice, and W orſhip,that never in their Lives 
had Faith enough-ro believe the things that 
they pray for: And they are withoutFaith,For 
when People Pray to God to fend his Holy 
Spirit into their Hearts, that they may keep - 


his Commandments to their Lives End - + 


they have not Faith to believe it : And when 
they Pray, Thy will be done, on Earth; as © 


i#t 1s in Heaven: This is a Religious perfor- 


mance, bur I queſtion whether it be done in 
Faith, [ if not ] it is but an Increafing in 
Sin, an Addition to Sin: Where is the Man 
that 1s exerciſed in praying to God, that 
believeth that ever ſuch a thing 1s like to 
come to paſs > Go where you will in this 
or the other Nation, and Inquire of People 
: about. + 


OED. - Ee EIA ohne ts! 
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about their Faith ; they believe there is ao 
poſlibility of -Extirpating, and Rooting out | 
of Sin, while they live upon the Earth g 
therefore all their Prayers for it are vain, 
and their Fath a vain Faith; and it 
15 high time, in ſuch a day as this when men 
are Faithleſs, and Unbeltieving, to preach up 
the object of Faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
People are of divers Faiths; and of divers 
Beliefs 3 but we have found by experience, 
that they do them no good ; they do not 
bring a thing to paſs, that of neceſſity muft 
be brought to paſs ere they can be Recon- 
ciled to God ; their Faith doth not cleanſe the 
Heart, -nor extend fo far as tobelieve thar 
ere they ſhall be cleanſed : In all the Wor- 
ſhip and Religion that they perform, they 
come not to this Faith that they ſhall be 
made clean :- All that 1s done 1s but in fin, 
and uncleannefs, they cannot bring a clean 
Sacrifice out of an-unclean Veſſel ; And our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith concerning this Sub. 
ject ; An Evil Tree cannot bring forth Good . 
Fruit, But there muſt be good Fruit 
brought forth, how muſt we do it ? Make 
the Tree good, and the Fruzt will be good. 
When that Mens vain janglings about Re- 
ligion, and Religious fancies muſt come to 


an end: 'Then all that Religion will appear 


tw Il 
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for which it iz performed, till men believe 
that it will make the Tree good and cleanſe 
the Heart,and 'Tranſtorm men by Renewing ,. 
the Spirit of their Minds. So thar Religion 

it muſt- begin within: And it is not our 
changing our forms of Worſhip, from one _ 
form to another, and taking up this, and the 


| ether Opinion, that doth change our hearts : 


Sad Experience doth teach us, that men may 
carry over their old Luſts into a new Reli- 
gion ; We can carry overour old Inclinations 
into vuur new Opinions: For though the 
form of Worſhip be changed, the Heart 
remaining unchanged, and the Luſts un. 
mortified, their Religion is in vain, let them 
be of what perſuaſion they will. 

Now the remedy of this great Calamity, 
that hath everſpread all forts of People ; for 
there is no ſort of People, but there are thoſe = 
among them that are under this great Cala-. + 
mity, of holding the profeſſion of Godlineſs 
with an Uggodly mind, and the profeſſion 
of Truth, [with a falſe and treacherous 
Spirit. 

Now for the remedying of this there 1s 
but one way, that all Mens Eyes be 
brought off from having their Eye unto their 
Performances, and to the Doctrines and 
SD | - Tencnts 
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'to bs in vain, and will not anſwer the end 
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about their Faith ; they believe there is no {| 
poſlibility of -Exrirpating, and Rooting out | 
of Sin, while they live upon the Earth g 


\ therefore all their Prayers for it are vain, 


and their Faith a vain Faith; and it 
15 high time, in ſuch a day as this when men 
are Faithleſs, and Unbelteving, to preach up 
the object of Faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
People are of divers Faiths; and of divers 
Beliefs 3 but we have found'by experience, 
that they do them no good ; they do not 
bring a thing to paſs, that of neceflity muft 
be brought to paſs ere they can be Recon- 
ciled to God ; their Faith doth not cleanſe the 
Heart, nor extend fo far as tobelieve thar 
ere they ſhall be cleanfed : Tn all the Wor- 
ſhip and Religion that they perform, they 
come not to this Faith that they ſhall be 
made clean :- All that 1s done is but in fin, 
and uncleanneſs, they cannot bring a clean 
Sacrifice out of an unclean Veſſel ; And our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith concerning this Sub. 
ject ; An Evil Tree cannot bring forth Good 
Fruit, But there muſt be good Fruit 
brought forth, how muſt we do it ? Make 
the 'Tree good, and the Fruzt will be good. 
When that Mens vain janglings about Re- 
gion, and Religious fancies muſt come to 
an end: Then all that Religion will appear 


to . ll 
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for which it 13 performed, till men believe 
that it will make the Tree good and cleanſe 


the Heart,and 'Tranſtorm men by Renewing .. | 


the Spirit of their Minds. So that Religion 
it muſt- begin within: And it 1s not our 
changing our forms of Worſhip, from one 


form to another, and taking up this, and the | 
. ether Opinion, that doth change our hearts: 


Sad Experience doth teach us, that men may 
carry over their old Luſfts into a new Reli- 
gion ; We can carry overour old Inclinations 
into vur new Opinions: For though the 
form of Worſhip be changed, the Heart 


remaining unchanged, and the Luſts un. 


mortified, their Religion 1s in vain, let them 


be of what perſuaſion they will. 

Now the remedy of this great Cakmuy, 
that hath everſpread all forts of People ; for 
there is no ſort of People, bur there are thoſe 


among them that are under this great Cala-: 


mity, of holding the profeſſion of Godlineſs 
with an Ungodly mind, and the profeſſion 
of 'Truth, [with a falſe and treacherous 
Spirit. 

Now for the remedying of this there 1s 
but one way, that all Mens Eyes be 
brought off from having their Eye unto their 
Performances, and to the Doctrines and 
Ta Tenents 
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Tenents that they hv1d, and do, as the Apo- 


ſtle faith, Fix their Eye up! Chriſt, and 
look upon Feſws : that 1s the firſt thing that 
muſt begin our Religion ; for Chrift muſt be 
the Apia of our Religion, as well as the 
Omega of it. It 1 begin not there, let me 
begin where I wilt, I begin wrong : Letme 
begin at the molt ſerious and ſound Doftrines 
and at the moſt Apoitolicai Religion ; IF 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were here upon the 
Earth, if I walked amone them, it I beliey- 
ed all they ſaid, and did; I ſhuuld begin 
wrong, if I did not fix mine Eye upen Jeſus 
Chriſt, that is the taker away of fin, and is 
the ſanctifier of the Suul by his Spirit, 
There muſt be the firſt beginning ; and 
there muſt be the concluſion : he is the Au- 
thor, and, the finiſher of all true Faith : 
There are Authurs of other Faiths, Men 
have different Faiths, and their Creeds, and 
Articles: And they have expoſed and im- 
poſed them too; but this is the worſt 
of it; none of them are right, let them 
be expoſed, and impoſed with never fo 
much force and violence, none of theſe will 
cleanſe the heart; but that Faith which is de- 
livered over by Chrift J.ſus, that hath the 
quality of cleanſing and purifying 5 that is 
the Faith when all is done that will. do the 
IG © ANI 908 + 20-IAOY mk 
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work, that is it that wiil ſave and ſanQtifie, 
and do the buſineſs that all the World is a- 
beut; every one would have a Reconciier 
with God, and Sin rooted out, and be as 
God wouid have them be ; this 1s the pub- 
lick profeſſion of Chriſtendom, ai leaſt tHey 
would find cut ſumetbing by which it might 
be done. 

O:hers are willing enough ro continue in 
Sin and Drunkeneſs Whoredom, Lying and 
Hypocrifie ; theſe are a-fort of Fcols, that 
make a mock of Sin, and that ſw:m 1 in the 
ſtrezm of pleaſure, and what care they fo 
long as they make a protcſſion of Chriſtiant- 
ty? PutlI am ſpeaking of a People that are 
ſtrugling urder their corruption, that would 
mortifie Sin, and ſerve God in Holineſs and 
Rightcouſaeſs; - and do Gods will on Earth 
as it 1s done 1n Heaven; and do it*not in form, 
but would have power to do ar: And they iry 
ſeveral ways to have it done, & i: 1s.not done ; 
& many have been at this work til:Gray Hairs 
are upon their Heads, and it is not done 
Now God hath given Chriſt to make R:con- 
Ciliation ; now how can we, that have the 
Love of God extended to us , But extend 
eur Good-will to our Friends, and figrihe 
to them, that all the travel and pains they 


are at, and all the Prayers they make, that 
all 


Iz | The Great Mediator. of © 
all will do nothing till they have their Faith 


fixt upon Jeſus, that is able to ſave and de- 
liver them, and ſave to the uttermoſt all that 


Come to God by him, But here, ſome will 


objet and ſay, It is true what you ſay x 
But is it needful to preach ſuch DoCtrines to 
us, for we all believe in Chriſt, that is the 
only Meg1ator and Saviour ; We know that 
Chriſt Jeſus is the only Mediator, and that 
unleſs he Commend uz to God, we cannot 
be Accepied of him ? This 1s our General 
Doctrine, therefore what need 1t be urged 


/ and prefſed upon us, that are come into the 


the Faith already * 


Let me ſearch into the matter, it is of 
greater concernment than to ſearch into a 
Bargain of Worldly things ; men would fain 
have others open and diſcover to them where- 
in they may be Cheated, to prevent their 
being Impoſed on in a wordly bargain ; 1 
hope then they will hearken to know how, 
and wherein they may be deceived by them- 
ſelves, and deceived by others in matters of 
Eternal concernment ; There are no Pro- 
reſtants, but they reje& any Mediator but 
Jeſus Chriſt, and believe that no Mediator 
can Reconcile them to God, but Chriſt 
alone, and they ſay he is the Obj= of their 
Faith : I would ask them this Queſtion ; 

7 W hether 
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| Whether they believe in Chriſt at a diſtance, * 
| or as preſent, really preſent with them ? It 
their Faith be Hiſtorical and at a Diftance, 
that they believe in Chriſt, as one born of 
the Virgin Mary, and was Crucified and 
ead before they were born, rnd Arcſe 
again, and Afcended into Heaven, and 1s 
ſer at the right hand of God ; if the reaſon , 
of my belief be, I have heard of this Rela-® 
tion of Chriſt; Or whether the reaſon be, - 
| becauſe by his Spirit, he hath viſited men 
this Age : The one is, I believe becauſe good 
1 men have told me fo ; but the other is, 1 be- 
lieve becauſe by this Spirit he hath promt ſed 
{ to ſend to lead me into all truth, he hath 
{ viſited me; Now whether ] am aware of 
{| ſucha Spiritual viſitation, by this quickning 
! Spirit, which 1s the Lord from Heaven, and 
| not only the Lord in Reaven : Whether I 
2m aware of ſuch a quickning Power and 
Vertue, which I have received upon my Spi- 
rit, that he is not only at the right hand of 
{ God on high im Heavenz but that now he 
is come to knack at the door of my heart, 
' and hath raiſcd in me a Life, as oppoſite to 
ſin as his was, - 
Now if I be aware of a ſecret touch of bis 
| quickning vertue upon my Soul, whereby 
{ he hath begotten me into a Life open to 
12 
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ſin,fo that if fin remains, it remains asa Bur- | 


then, and, Oppreſſion upon me, ſo that [ 
am a ſufferer, forasmuch as I am quickned, 
and made ſenfable of a better life, of a god- 
ly Life ; I would fain be at'it, and live in 
it; bur Iniquity, Luft, and Corruption, lies 
in the way: He that hath quickned me ſo 


far, as to bring me to a ſenſe of the Burthen 


of fin, my Faith tells me, he will take the 
Burthen off, elſe my fairh will do me no 
good, if that Corruption till prevail upon 
me; if my Faith tells me this, it will tell 
the wickedeſt Man in the World as much: 
But if my faith tells me I am a ftnner and 
my fin conſiſts of this, and the other evil 
thing I do, and am inclincd to do ; it tells 
me again that he that hath quickned me, 
and brought meto a ſenſe of fin , he can take 
the burthen off from me, | | 

Here now is 2 true Faith, that begins in 
Conviction, and ends in true Converfion, 
this 1s tne word of Faith, which was deliver- 
ed to the Siints, and which we . are to 
Preach : They faid of Od that the word of 
Faith, which they had to Preach, was that 
which was nigh 1n their mouth, that they 
might hea* 1: and do it; I have ſomething 
nigh, that reproves me for (tn, if I be Obe- 
dient to ir,then Faith giveth me victory —_ 
:  taarc 
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! that which 1s ſinful, for which the word re- 
| proveth me; and as T fee Faith gives me 
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victory over any Corruption, which I have' 
been ſtrugling under, Here ] am incourag- 
edto fix my Faith upon him that hath thus 
quickned me; $5 that this 1s the-difference 
between Faith in Chriſt at a diſtance, and 
Faith tat quickneth me by Gods Spirir, that 
Spirit which hath been ſo much {lighted in 
our days, by the higheft Notioniſts in our 
Age; they have ſuppoſed it to be a meer 
fftion, ſome have macked and derided, 
and others have been diſcouraged to ſpeak of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and his operations upon 
theS2ul;ſome have declared it, both in thePreſs 
and Pulpir, that they have had no experience 
of the touches of Gods Spirit upon theirSouls, 

Bur our experience hath brought us to ano» . 
ther degree of knowledge : We know, and 


you may know it you pleaſe, and that be- 


fore you ſ]:ep that there is a way cpened : 
God hath made-a way for his Spirit to reach 
the Spirits of men, to {ignifie immediately 
to their Spyits without means; herein thou 
doſt wrong, and. herein thou mayeſt have 
life, and ſeek after it ; Now the Spiritth at ' 
thus worketh, is the Spirit of Chriſt, the 


| Spirit that proceeds from the Father and the 
' Son, that Voice ig Man that tells them rhey 


might 
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might believe and be faved: When he 
comes, farh Chriſt, He will lead yeu into all 
truth : How fhall the World know this is 
he ? He ſhall convince them of ſm. ']f there 
be any convincement that ariſeth in Man of 
this and the other fin, it muſt be from the 
way the holy Spirit hath upon their Spirits z 
he hath a way to ſpeak to men 5 and every 
one that 1s a Lover of taezr own Souls, are 
bound to kearken unto that voice, 

In the latter Gays, ſaith the Lord, When 7 
ſrall raiſe @ Prophet in the midſt of you, 
whoſoever will not hear that Prephet ſhall be 
cut cf: All Commentators agree on this 
Text, that that Prophet was no other than 
Chriſt Jeſus, it was not Jobn Bapriff, nor 
Paul, nor Peter, but Chrift that was pro- 
muſed to be raiſed s there wa: ſuch an abſo- 
Jute Command went along with ther Pro- 


phecy, That all ſhould bear him, and it hsd 


a threatning at the end cf it, That all that 


wik not heer kim ſhall be cut off ; Are there 
not Whoremongers, and D-unkards, and 
Lyars, that will not hear this Prophet? 
They will not hear him, becauſe they love 
their Sins, what becomes of them ? They ate 
cut ft from the enj»yment of the Love and 
Favour of God: And when they did draw 
nigh to God in Prayer, and other Religious 
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exerciſes, it was with them, as it was wit 
Cain,Sin lies at the Door, Wheathey come 
into a ſtorm at Sea, or are Arreſted with 
ſickneſs 5 and Death looks them 1n the face, 
they would have Peace, but there is Diftreſs, 
and Trouble in the Room of itz; what is 
the matter, waſt thou not baprized into the 


Chriſtian Faich? Did not the Miniſter tell 


thee, That thou art a Child of God and an 
Inheriter of tkeKingdom of Heaven? Alas!my 
Sin lies ar my Door; Oh that [ had time to 
live a better Life! Whar ails thy life 
Man > My Life hath been a Life of Deceit, 
Luſt, and Vanity z; Corruption, and Hy- 
criſte, Did not thy Teacher teach thee, 


that @ believer hath no guwilt upon him z 


| but that all his Sins are pardoned, from the 


day he became a believer ? This Doftrine 
will not hold in a ſtorm,though ir will do in 
fair Weather ; when. men are ſwimming in 
their pleaſures, it will ſerve them 5 but 
when they come to deal with their Maker, 
no Faith will ſerve them but that which 
purifies the heart, and that which 
makes a change from the Earthly Image to 
the Heavenly. 

It were better for you and I, and 
every one of us; to take theſe things into 


/ canfideration, . while we have health and 


ſtrength 
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firength, and while ſome Sand, ( asI may 
ſo ſpeak ) 1s in our Glaſſes, to conſider, what | 
is my Faith ? Whar is the Obje&t of it? | 
Have I a dependency upon my Duties, and 
Alms, and good Deeds? They will fail me: 
But it my dependency 1s upon Chriſt, as a 
Saviour and a Sanctifyer z and my SanAifi- 
cation is carryed on gradually : He that hath ' 
begun a good work in me, will perfeCt it : | 
And if the reaſon-of my going to Meetings, | 
and going into my Cloſet, and bowing my ; 
ſelf before the Lord, 1s to Keep cloſe to him | 
that carries on the Work of Sanctification s 
he will work all my work in me and for 
me ; I cannot <xpeCt to live in this World, 
but I ſhall meer with Temprations ; the 
Devil will Tempt mez but my Saviour | 
will be nigh me, as nigh to me as the Devil | 
can be; If I Ktepeloſe to him he will keep | 
cloſe to me: My Father, ſaith Chriſt, zs | 
greater than I,and none is able to pluck you out | 
of your Fathers hauds. I muſt expe to be | 
rempted, For the 4dwerſary the Devil goes | 
about like a Roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he | 
way devour. Alas! laith one, though I have |, 
made ſome progreſs 1a the work of SanCtifie |: 
cation, yet for all that, he may one day be- |, 


tray me; Aml grown flirong enough to re= | 


Gſt bis Temptations? And wiſe enough to 
b_ ; foreſee | 
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foreſee all his Gins and Traps, which he 


lays to inſnare me > Bur I know who can 


| ſee them, and defeat them; I have my 


| 


—— 


Faith fixed upon one that can bind the 
firong Man, and caft him our; The Life 
that I now live, 1s not in my own Parts, 
and by my own Underſtanding and Sence: 


| But the Life that I now live, m the Fleſh, 7 
| live by the Faith of the Son of God : T his 1s 


| that Faith that gives me victory ; the Apo- 


le had a battle for it : 1 have fought the 
good fight, and henceforth is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, and not fer me on- 


ly, but for all them that love the appearmg of 
our Lord Feſus Chriff And that come to 


| have familiarity with Chriſt, with his Spi- 


rit and Truth in their Hearts, with his 
Grace, and Word ; though theſe are ſeve- 


{ral Expreſſions, they all Ggnifie one Immor- 


tal ſeed of Lite, by which men are. United to 
God; Ir is a Leaven there, to Leaven them 
{into the Divine Nature. 

| - Whenever ſuch a one his 'Tempted, he 
{rc\iſts not the Tempter in his own power ; 
[bur he waits to feel the arifings of that Lite 
{and Power, and Vertue, that-was in Chriſt 


\Jclus, and is in him ftill; he waits for that 


” {power that in the name of Chriſt he may 


ay, Get thee behind me Satan : Being tor- 
7p. tityed 


we . a OED DET II 

: " A ons. + Roma 6 ky 

—_—_—__ at — —_— RISE OL Ter Een - 
- PSHE Ions Para wa h 


oy 
bs <renenet Woes wes 
- — Doe - _ 


” 
8 v4 
4-0—_ - 

: + 
—— OO  —  — —— ———— 


+=; vet rand rag 
— 2 _ OS —_ 9 — 
guamegtinen oats wwe agg, 1 nent PRES 


* 20 The Great Mediator of "OP" 


. the Virgin tary brought him forth of her 


tifycd by Chriſts Name, and armed with 
his powerz What 1s ir that a Chriſtian can. 
not do? What Valianr, Noble, and Won- _ 
derful things have they done, thar have 
been ſhielded with this Faith ? See the Elc- 
venth Chapter of the Epiſtle to che Hebrews : 
All the Repericions of that Chapter from one 
end to the other, in all of them the Apdſtle 
he aſcribes all che Valiantneſs, and Coura- 
giouſneſs of thoſe noble Acts, to the power of 
Faiths they looked to Jeſus, before ever 


body, The Prophets did carneſtly ſeek to 
know thoſe things, which the Spirit of 
Chriſt char was in them did {ignite ; That | 
there was to be a Prophet, before ever the | 
Firgin Mary was born : So that Chriſt was Þ 
always the Obje& of a true Bzlievers faith ; 
tho* under the Law they had an high Prieſt, | 
and he was placed at the Altar, and they | 
had Offerings burnt upon it ; Yet they had Þ 
an Eye unto Chriſt; They had an under- 5 
valuing of all that their Sacrifices could do $ 
for them: 1f chow woeuldſi have had burnt | 
Offerings, ſaith David, I would have given | 
them, 1 would not have with-beld them from | 
thine Altar ; thou ſhouldeſt have had enough i 
of them, He was bold to ſay, in reſpect of F 
Acceptance and Reconciliation; Burnt Of. & 

foring, | 
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ferings and Sacrifices thiu wouldſt not, a Bo- 
dy haſt thiu prepared me ; for it is written 
in the Volume of the Buck, | come to do thy 
Hill O God: Hi had an Eye unto Jeſus 
that was to Come, upon whoum heip was laids 
there was a Redeerner, that ſhould come 
from Sion, and a Lawpiver from Feruſalem ; 
they had an Eye beyond Sactifices, unto 
Chrift: In all Ages, the People of God, 
they have had the Anſwer of their Souls, 
which is Reconciliation, and the Favour of 
God; they that had this Anſwer never had 
it but by Chriſt: No Man can be accepted 


with God, can never have the defire of his 


{50ul Anſwered in Peace, and R<conciliation 
Ewith God, tili his Fauth be placed on Chrift 
Jeſus: Neither can any man have Faith in 


hrift at a diſtance, and thereby be Recon- 


Kiled unto God, but muſt know bis Spirit; 
ey | 

1s Power, and Wiſdom, and this I cannot 
Have without his Spirit ; Let me believe ne- 
Fer ſo Orthodoxly, except I bave the Spirit 


muſt have an experimental knowledge of 


pf Chriſt,ic will do me no good, it will be of 


Þo Advantag? to me, 


This is the Word, that wis in my heart 
gs a well wiſher to the Sculs of all Men: 
d; Ged heth Cone good to my Soul, So L 
Eznnot but wiſh well to the Souls of others : 
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tifyed by Chriſts Name, and armed with 
his powerz What 1s ir that a Chriftian can- 
not do? What Valianr, Noble, and Won- 
derful things have they done, thar have 
been ſhielded with this Faith ? See the Ele- 

venth Chapter of the Epiſtle to che Hebrews : 

All the Reperi:ions of that Chapter from one 

end to the other, in all of them the Apoſtle 
he aſcribes all the Vahlantneſs, and Coura- 
giouſneſs of thoſe noble Ads, to the power of 
Faiths they looked to Jeſus, before ever 
the Yirgin tary brought him forth of her 
body, The Prophets did earneſtly ſeek to 
know thoſe things, which. the Spirit of 
Chriſt that was in them did {ignifie ; That 
there was to be a Prophet, before ever the 
Firgin Mary was born : So that Chriſt was 
always the Ovje& of a true Bzlievers faith ; | 
tho* under the Law they had an high Prieſt, | 
and he was placed at the Altar, and they & 
had Offerings burnt upon it ; Yet they had þ 
an Eye unto Chriſt; They had an under- F 
valuing of all chat their Sacrifices could do 
for them: 1f thou wouldſs have had burnt Þþ 
Offerings, ſaitn David, I would have given | 
them, I would not have with-held them from | 
thine Altar ; thou ſhouldeſt have had enough | 
of them, He was bold to ſay, in reſpe& of Þ 
Acceptance and Reconciliation; Burnt Of. & 
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ferings and Sacrifices thiu wouldſt not, a Bo- 
dy haſt thou prepared me ; for it is written 
in the Volume of the Buck, | come to do thy 
Will O God: Hoc had an Eye unto Jeſus 
that was to come, upon whom heip was laids 
there was a Redeemer, that ſhould come 
from Sion, ang a Lawpiver from Feruſalem ; 
they had an Eye beyond Sacrtifices, univ 
Chrift: In all Ages, the People of God, 
they have had the Anſwer of their Souls, 
which is Reconciliation, and the Favour of 
God; they that had this Anſwer never had 
it but by Chriſt: No Man can be accepted 


with God, can never have the defire of his 
Soul Anſwered in Peace, and R:conciliation 


Iwith God, tili his Faith be placed on Chrift 


elus: Neither can any man have Faith in 
hrift at a diſtance, and thereby be Recon- 


Kiled unto God, bur muſt know bis Spirit ; 
Y muſt: have an cxperimental knowledge of 
this Power, and Wiſdom, and rhis I cannot 
Nnave without his Spirit ; Let me believe ne- 
Fer ſo Orthodoxly, except I bave the Spirit 
pf Chrift,it will do me no good, it will be of 


bo Advantage to me. 


4 This is the Word, thar wis in my heart 
gs a well wiſher to the Sculs of all Men: 
A; Ged heath cone good to my Soul, So L 
cznnot but wiſh well to the Souls of others : 


B 'That 
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That as he hath found out a way for my 
Redewption, and Salvation, fo likewiſe I 
wiſh the ſame for others that are bond-men 
and bond-women, and under the Power of 
their Corruption : Gods work hath bcen to 
deſtroy the Bondage and ti: Oppretiion, and 
to deſtroy the Tyrant that R<jgns over the 
Souls of his People, God having made them 
for his Glory ; and the Devil hath Stolen 
them away, that they do not that which 
pleaſeth God : But God's good pleaſure ts, 
that all may be Saved, and come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth : And God ſo 
lowed the World, that he gave his only begot- 
tes Son, that whoſrever believeth im tim | 
ſhould not Periſh but have Everlaſting Life « 
And he is called The Lamb of God, which | 
takes away the Sins of the World, He can 
rake away Sin, if my Sin do not obſtruct my 
Faith, and Conhdence in him, he will rake 
it away ; and if he takes that away, then he | 
makes the Tree good. Nothing hinders us | 
from the injoyment of God, but Sing and | 
if Chriſt will take it away by the blood of 
his Croſs, no matter for all the Scorn, Con- 
tewpt, Hardſhip, Reproach and Perſeeuti- 
on of this Warld; no matter, for he hath | 
not deceived us, but told us before hand; IF } 
we Will be followers of kim, and be led by | 

| him, 
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bim, we muſt expect theſe things, ſuffering 
Reproaches, Perſecutions, Diſdaio, Envy, 
theſe things come not uncertainly upon us 5 
the World loves its own, and cannot. love 
them that are not of it; bur they that are 
now of the World may be broyghr to the 


| terms of God, and they may not be any 


longer of the World : Chriſt Prayeth not 
that his Diſciples may be taken our of the 
World, but kept from rhe evil ; he prayed 
for them that did not believe : So thar 
Chrift is a Mediator for all men, and a 
Propitiarion for all men, and he is working 
by his Spirit for the Redemption of all men, 
That to as many as believe in him, to thems 
he gives Power to become the Sons of God, 

he ſum of all is this, that we have an 
opportunity put into our hands, we cannot 
deny ir, you muſt all upon ſearch confeſs, 


that the Grace of Ged doth often work in 


your hezrts, againſt any Corruption, againſt 
any Evil: Let not this prizz be pur into 


our hands in vain, as into the hands of fools: 


If I knew that this, and that, was aſin, I 
would leave it ; let us be of that mind, and 
we ſhall foon know it: Then fay, If 1 


{ knew ſucha thing to be a fin, If I could ger 
2 2 thouſand pounds by 'r, I would notdoit; 
$4 why ſhoul'ſt thou love lin for profit or plea- | 
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fare? I amfure it is an ill bargain when it is 
done : Whatſoever I am convinced of is a 
fin , I willnot do it, 

Reſolve upon thir, and there the Grace 
of God will be at work; we ſhall ſoon ſee 
that we muſt leave off finning there is ſuch 
a thing I muſt leave, God hath ſet vpa 
Judgment in my mind againſt ir, though it 
| bring profit and pleaſure, away it muſt go ; 
here iz a ſtep, a following ſtep, to follow 
Chriſt, he that wi'l deny himfelt will follow 
Chriſt : My Redeemer ſhews me this to be 
an evil ; I will not do it, but follow-him, 
and imitate him : Here the Soul is |:d ſtep 
by ſtep, even by Chriſt the Caprain of our 
Salvation, till it is gradually cleanied from 
fin, and reconciled unto God ; and this can 
be done by no other means, for Prayer and 
Alms will not do it : All that can be done 
by us will not doit; none can do it bat 
Chriſt alone, that God hath laid help upon, 
that you may all wait for the Divine Opoera- 
tion of his Grace in your hearts ; that is 1t 
which we Labour and Travel for, as know- 
ing, that God hath wrought wonderfully 
by it for thefRedemption of all thoſe that 
love him, adve.chan they love their plea» 
ſures, more than they love their fins; it muſt 
be concluded that following of him, and 
leaving 
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leaving Father 'and Mother, Husband and 
Wife, Children, Brethren and Siſters, all 
theſe things as they ſtand in compeiiiion with 


\ him, and the Obedience of his Spirit ; all 
\.tneſe muſt be looked upon as nothing to 


bim : Then above all things I muſt rot dif- 
Picuſe him ; Fe can ſpeak. Peace, and none 
can take it away; and if be take tt away 
none can give ; : If we follow Chrift, when 
this 1s done, then all is done according to the 
Will of God ; then the biefling of God de- 
ſcehds upon the whole Creation ; then every 
man will ſpeak truth tro his Neighbour, and 
every man will govern his Family with diſe 
cretion z So God is Giorifted, and his name 
comes to be Exalred, who 1s worthy to be Lov» 
ed, Adored and Exalted above all Bleflings 


and Praiſes, to» him be Glory, who is God 
over a'l, Billed for Ever, and Ever, Amen, 


His Prayer acer Sermon, 


OST Glorious God of Life and 

Power, and of Everlaſting Kindneſs ;, 
a God of Long-ſuffering and Patience, elſe we 
had nit been bere at this day : Lord we are 
Aonuments of thy Mercy ; thou haſt ſpared 
us long and haſt call:d unto us in a day, when 
we turned away our Ear from thee ; thou haſt 
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Pretched out thy hand all the day long; 
and thu haſt pathered a little Remmant 
of the loſt Sheep of the hiuſe of Iſrael 
to partake of thy Paſtures of Life ; and now all 
our Souls have becn greatly refreſned,and com- 
forted, fnce we come to underſtand and com- 
prehend with the ref* of thy Saints, the Heig ht, 


and Lengih, and Breadth, and Depth of thy 


Leve, which in the Son of thy Love thou haſt 
Revealed to ws : Ard bleſſed Father of Life, 
eur Souls do breath and cry unto thee, on the 
beh If of Strangers which are Aliens from the 
Common wealth of Iiraci; that are jet brea- 
thing and inquiring after thee, And asking 
the way to Sio2; O Lord remember them 
and hear therr cry, and kt their fighing and 
complaining enter into thine Ears, that all 
they, im whom thou haſt begun to kindle up 
holy defires after thee, may hawve them grow 
into a flame to burn up all their Emmity to thee, 
that jo they may be purified by thy judgments, 
and receive of thy Heavenly Grace, This us 
the way which thou haſt uſed with thy Chil: 
dren ; thou haſt commanded them to Wer- 
ſhip thee in thy dwelling place , thou haft 
faken them into thy huuſe, and fed them with 
thy fine? Wheat, refreſhed them with thy 
Loving. kindneſs, and filled them with thy 
Hely . Spirit: Deareſ# God of Lowe, this 

is 
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1 the defign and purpoſe of our Meeting toge= 
ther ; that we may enjoy thy Preſence, and 
feel the operation of thy Wo-d, and have 
Communion with thee, and thy Son Feſws 
Chriſt, throzgh tby Holy Spirit the way 
into Reft and Life s with thee, thou canſt 
open, and none can ſhut; Lird hen the hearts 
of twigs People, to receive of thy goodneſs, 
and receive cf thy bliſſi»gs, that ſo every one 
may be ſenſible that thu art at the leaſt 
knocki:'g at the door of their hearts, that thon 
mighteft have an cntrance, and bow the 
hearts and wills of all, to receive what thou 
giveſt and haſt to cffer ; to receive the word” 
of Life, by which thou art quickning them : 
And kindle holy. deſires after thy ſelf, that 
eveiy one may receive thy truth in the love of 
it : That ſo bl:ſj:d God if Life, thy gicrious 
wirk of Redemption may be carryed on, and 
we may all feel it carryed on upon our Souls : 
Hear thy poor People that are crying untathee, | 
the Ged of Gods in Lion, that are ſenſible of | 
their weakneſs and fcebleneſs, and b,w un. * 
able they are to overcome the Enemies of their 
Soul: Ariſe in thy power O Lord, and theſe 
Enemies foal be ſcattered ; Let the Souls of thy 
People be raiſed from the Duſt, and d:livered 
f om thiur Sim, that they may rejoice and 
p aiſle tby name for their deliverance, Righ- 
B 4 16045 
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reors God of Life ; our Eyes are unto thee, to 
fet forth thy pl.ry,for th u h1ſt made bare thine 


Arm for the Salvation of the poor and needy 


Souls ; and thou haſt been ſeretcoang forth the 


cords of thy Lowe ro gather them that were 
ſcattered : and haſt ven oringing home to thee 
thoſe that were hurried away in a aark and 


cloudy day: Thou haſt made us ſenſible of ;by 


operations ; and haſt conſtrained thy Servants 


z0 labour ia the Word and Dotirine, for the 
gatherin's of ſuch bome ;, that ſothey and we 
may enter into thy holy Covenant and may 
ſound forth thy praiſes to the, Ages and 
Generations to come: That ſo Holy God of Life, 
and Lowe, thou that haſt ſaved us with a mar- 


wvelous (alwation mayeſt receive for all thy mer- 
cie*, and bleſſizgs to thy Child:en, Praiſes, . 
Glory, Hrnour and Thanksgiving; for thou 
alone art worthy, who art God over all bleſſed 
for Ever, Amen. - 
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Sermon 1 I. 


Heart Preparation for Rece1v- 
ing the Goſpel. 


Preached at Devonthire- Houſe, 
RD 12 1697. 


| J T is in my hexrt at this time to defire 
thar every ones heart were prepared to 

be made partakers of the bleflings otthe Gaf- 
pel ; For there 1s a certain Preparation that 
every one mult witneſs in themſ<lves, ere 
they are capable of receiving Divine blef- 
ſings; For in all Ages of the World the 
Blefſings of the Lord have been manifold, 
and: his Arm hath been always ftretched- our 
in all Apes to the Sons and Daughters of Men 
ſenſible of the Love he hath unto them, and 
where theſe tenders of the Love of God 
have met with prepared hearts, they bave - 
reccived it to their Eternal well-fare : Bur 
this hath been the Lamentation that hath 
B 5 been 
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been taken up upon the preateſk part of 
mankind, that they have not been prepared 
to receive the Love of God, their hearts 
and minds have been fo filled with the 
Love of viſible things and carnal objects, 
that they have not been truly ſenſible of the 


Riches of Grace and Mercy, and Love of 


God unto ther, 

Now it was faid of old by the Prophet, 
That the Prevaration of the Heart s of the 
Lord; and there 18 ſom.thing that belongs 
to us on our part, that we might attain to this 
this Preparation, that we might be brought 
in to this Spiritual frame of mind, and that 
is, by returning to the Lord ; that Peos 
ple might think\ upon his Name, and have 
| regard to his Appearance ; And although 
this is not the work of Nature, for by Na» 
ture the minds of People are abroad, and 
they are crying out as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 


i Who wik ſhew us any good? 


Yet to help that defect, the Lord hath 


been pleaſed to fend forth his Grace and his 


Truth and to call unto the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men that they might ſeck after him, 
that they might Seek the Lord while he is to 
be found; and they that do-hearken unto his 
voice rhey will readily confeſs that there is 
nothing doth ſo well ſatisfie an Immortal Soul 
as 


» — 


as. to be gathered into fellowſhip withits 
Maker : And that at one time or other it 1s 
the defire of all Men and Women that they 
might attain Peace with the Lord ; and they 
know there is no Peace to the wicked, and 
they know wickedneſs will remain until it is 
aboliſhed and deſtroyed; and they know 
that it is not in their Power to deſtroy ir, 
and therefore of necefity there muſt be 
a waiting upon the Lord who is &þ 
mighty, that he may | reveal his Power in 
our weakneſs, wel: 

And they that are thus Prepared in their | 
Minds, for them to mcet religiouſly roges» 
ther, with expeAation unto God that he ac- 
cording ro his promiſe will appear and will 
reveal his Arm, and doin them ard for them 
that which they cannot do for themſelves x 
this is a fit occaſion for People to meet toge- 


' ther, and thus many time<s tro have their ex- 


peQation to God and fay, Lord thou knoweſt . 
my weakneſs, and thou knoweſt the enemies 
I have ro deal withal ; thou knoweſt I ans - 
not able te overcome them ; Therefore we 
are now met together in the Preſence of the 
Lord to wait ro receive at his hands that 
Power, that Life, that Vertue by which we 
may be made more than Conquerours, Such 


a Religious Meeting thus gathered together 
hath . 


Pens th oe rl 


hath a Promiſe, I will be in the midſt of them, 
faith the Lord ; and therefore having a pro- 
miſe we may reaſonably expect that we ſhall 


be made partakers of the living Virtue and. 
 Power,by which we thay do thar, which of 


our ſelves we cannot do, 

AndI ſay, Friends, it is my Souls deſire 
that you were all thus qualified, that every 
one had an evidence in himſelf of this right 
Preparedneſs 3 for where the Eye is abroad 
upon any viſible thing, that it ſeeks ſatis 
faQtion in any thing below the Lord himſelf, 
it will wear away and wax o'd : All thoſe 
Obje&s that People fix their minds upon, 
they will wax old; but they whoſe defires 
and the breathings of their Sculs is that they 
may grow into Acquaintance with their 
Maker 5 this will never wax old, When 
Peoples minds are fixed as the People of the 
Lord of old were: When they made a com- 
pariſon between the ſtate of their minds and 
the minds of cthers, and fignified it in theſe 
} - words; "They are ſaying : They are crying, 
( that is, they that are of the World ) Who 
| avill ſuew #s any good? But we for our parts, 


our cry is, Lord lift up the light of thy Coun- 


tenance upon us, and we will be more glad 
of that than th: y can be with all the increaſe 
of Corn and W ine, and O!): 

| Now 
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Now they that feel in themſelves the rea- 
ſon of their Meeting together 1s to enjoy 
the Light of Gods Countenance and to par- 
take of the bleflings of God; they have 
their expetation to God, their minds 
are retired into God; But Knowing 
right well that if the Tongues of Men and 
Ar.gels are moved to declare the Heavenly _ 
and: Divine Myfteries of the Ringdom of 
God, they cannot be Edified or benefired by 
them without the Divine help and aſliſtance 
of God's Spirit,for there 1s a Sea upon them, 
and none can open that Seal, but The 
Lion of tbe Tribe of Judah, he only is found 
worthy to unſfeal the Myſtery, and urnſeal 
the Divine Bleflings that are with the Lord, 
ſo thar People muſt come to that retiredneſs 
of Spirir, to that refignation of Soul thar 
they are as a little Child waicing upon the 
Lord, crying out unto the Lord that he 
will Prepare them: That he will make 
rhem Yungry, and then Feed them, 
That he will raiſe a Thirſt in them, any 
then ſatisfie them with thoſe Divine 
Springs of Life, which through the 
L.ozd Jeſus Chziſt are opened to every 
one that Believeth. So far as your minds 
are ſtayed andſctled waiting for the Lord, 
you wall feel in your ſelves an openneſs and 
readineſs 
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r.adinefs, that if the Lord fpzaks you are 
ready to hear him; ready to ſubmit to his 
word ; ready to obey him 3 that ſo there 
may be ſuch an openneſs in the mind, not to 
the words of any man, but unto the werd 
of God, to receive that z for where the 
words of men are received though never 
ſo excellent, they convert not the Soul, - 
But the Word of the Lord is pure converting 
the Soul, And this word is that which is 
able to Quicken thoſe that are Dead in Sing 
and Treſpifſzs, and bring them to be made 
partakersof Lite. 

For it is -not an encreaſe of knowledge 
that will do the turn, bur it 1s the increaſe 
of Life and Vertue, the increaſe of God- 
| lineſs, and a Submitting of our Wills unto 

him that made us: It is this that will do 
our turn, this will bring Peace to the Soul, 
and bring us into. the Favour of God, 
through our Lotd Jeſus Chrift, Now thar 
all may feel that which Prepares rhe Heart, 
for this re{ignation, and quietneſs,. and ſub. 
jeRion, you muſt wait upon the Lord that 
ye may be made partakers of the bleifings of 
of his Everlaſting Goſpel, and of his Divine 
Preſence : This is that which is moſt profit= 
able, moſt advantagious: And then the 
Lord will Open to you the Windows of Yea- 
ven, 
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| Len,and Rain down of thoſe Bleſſings upon you, 
whereby you will be comforted and refreſh- 
ed, far beyond all the Works that we can 
do, for it is an inward Work that muſt be 
done upon the Soul to Convert People thet 
have been Alienated and eſtranged from God, 
and bring them to a Reconciled State 
through the Lord Jeſus . Chriſt, whereby 
_ they may partake of the Divine virtue, which 
SanCtifies and juſtifies the Soul in the faght 
of God, 


His Prayer after Sermon, 


l M7 Glorious and Powerful Faiher, 


thy Arm of Power 3s made bare in 
this our Day to bring Salvation to the Poor y 
O Lord th:u haſt lifted up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon a People, that have waited 
for thy Glory and thy Salvation, a little Rem- 
nant whom the good of this World could not ſa- 
tisfie, but O Lord in an acceptable time thou 
baſt brought thy Salvaiion near, and the 
Light and Brightneſs of thy everlaſting Goſ- 
pel thou haſt commanded to ſhine into the 
Hearts, and Souls of the Mourners, and bow- 
ed down ones, who are ſeeking the living God, 
not among the outward Furms and ways of 
Men, But, O Bleſſed Father of Life, thou 


of 


baſt now brought us to the Day of thy Power, 
and bowed our Wills, and made it a willing 
People therein to ſerve thee, and to do thy Will 
on Earih, as it « done in Heaven; and for 
that end O Lord thou haſt put it into the 
Heart of thy People to wait upm thee in whom 
all our freſh Springs are, that from thee we 
might receive the. renewing of Power from 
Day to Day, and in all the hours of our Temp- 
tations ard Tryals, our Eyes O Lord bave been 
fo thee, and to thy Power, and we acknow- 
ledge 10 the Glory of thy Power and Goodneſs, 
that thou baſt bees a God nigh at hand, when 
' we have been ſeeking thee, and truſting in 
thee, ſo that we are a #cople ſenſible of thy 
Power and preſence with us; for that Eye 
which thou keepeſt open 10 thy Children, It 
brings thy Glory to our view, and ſhews it 
breaking forth over the Nations, and we 
have great joy and fatisfattion in bebolding 
the Progreſs of thy Mighty Power in our Day, 
hyw thou ha't broken down and Confounded, 
and art ſtill breaking down and Confounding 
all the Dark imaginations and Devices of the 


Sons and Daughters of en, that bave Con-- 


ſpired to hinder the breaking forth of the Glory 
of thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. O Powerful God of 
Life ariſe more and more in the greatneſs of 
thy Power and Love, and make known thy 
| Counſel, 
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Counſel. and thy will among the inhabitants 


|} of the Earth, and bow' their minds O Lord 


and their Wills, that mine may dare to with- 
ſtand thy afpearance, leſt they be found fight 
ers againſt God and diſtroyers of themſelves, 
O Fowerfull Father, for this end make bare 
thine Arm unzo the Rulers and Governours of 
theſe Nations, that they may know thy Couns 
ſels, and bow to «by Heavenly Will, and may 
promote 1hy Law of Rightecuſneſs in their own 
Hearts, and the Hearts of atbers, that by thy 
Power a Blifſed Refcrmatiin may be 
wreuphi, and iniquity have a flop put to tt, 
that it may not run down in a mighty Stream, 
as it bath done in time paſt, but that Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and ſound Fudgment may 
be known jn the Earth; that they that hunger 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs may have their 
Souls deferes [atisfied, and ſo praiſe and thanks 
givings ſhall arife from their Souls to thee, O 
Powerful Fath:y of Life preſerve and keep 
thy Children whom thou haſt gathered, and 
Purged, and Purified, and to whom thou baſt 
made known the way of Life; and made them 
a willing People im the Day of thy Power, to 
do thy will and to wait fer the coming of that 
kingdom that thou haff promiſed to eſtabliſh 
under Chrift TFeſus, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, that it may grow and —_— 
an 
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and be ſpread abroad upon the Earth, and let 


ewery one deſire to be the SubjefF thereof 50 
Powerful Father of Life, the Arm of thy 
Power and Invincible ftrerigth hath been Re- 
vealed that nothing hath been able 10 reſiſt 
or fland againf "and prevail, by which thou 
art planting Stow and building Jeruſ: 'em.and e- 
Pabliſhing it , By the ſame Power let 1hy Wirk 


be carrjed on. and many be brought in to be Sub» 


1. & to Chriſt ſor the good of their Tramortal Seuls, 
5 thou haſt multiplied thy Bl-fſing: among us, fo 


from Day to Daj thou h-{! made us on} ble of - 


thy Love unto tt, owning us to be thy Co l:irer, 
and peculiar People, by ihy preſence tn the midſt 
of us when ever we meet in thy Name to 
wait upon thee. that ſo living Fathcr, all thine 
both here and every where may bz encou as 
ged to attend upon thee, and to be faithful to 
thy Power ; that wait fer the cp-ning of thy 
Counſel; and ihe enl!ghining ther underſtands 
ings that they may be able to comprehend with 
all Saints, the height, and depth, and length, 
and breadth of thy Love in Chriſt 7efus, that 
in the Senſe of tie freens{s and preatn*ſs there- 
of, ail thy Children here and every where, 
that in an everlaſting Covenant of Grace 
thou baft gathered to thy ſelf, may have Com- 
munton with thee and thy Son, and Spirit, 
and may return thee the kinowy Glory and 
Praiſe 


fd as A 
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His Prayer after Sermon, 39 
Praiſe of all thy Lowe and Mercy, and Grace, 


for thou alone art worthy, who art God over | 
all, : Bleſſed for ever and ever, Amen. \l 


Sermon III. 


The Firſt and Great Com- 
mandment opened, 


Or 
The Heart given up to God... 
Preached at Deyonſhire- Houſe, 


May 27. 1655. 
vV Hen God pave forth his Law on 
Mount Sinai, which Iſrael was 
to hear and to obey; The firſt great Com» 
 mandment was, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before me, here is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all rhe true Religion that ever was on the 


Earth to this day, all the Commandments, 
all 


ard Sacrifices, and m:king 
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all the Precepts, Prophecies, and all the 
dealings of God with his People from that - 
Day to this, have becn all contained in this 
ſhort Precept, thou fhalr hawe no other Gods 
but me, ard as long as Tjrael ſtood in Obee 
Gience to this Command, their Bleſſmgs were 
mu'tiphce upon them, their good things 
were mwcreifed irom Day to Day ; The Lord 
was with tem as long as they were willing | 
fo be hi: P:iples he appeared as chr God, 
as their Defender wer ph their Deliveran- 
ces, {cnugbr all ih:ir Batiles for them, gave 
theirs ' Doan ani Sr revgth, Cuurage and 
Wiſdom; ; Miniſtred . out of his Treaſury all 
good th: +85 unt2 them 3 For the great Care 
o: God Almi; pay was wich all bis People, 
he had 5: -gard 1 a t3em, and viſied them at 
all times ro krep them from idolatry, 1 am, 
ſaith he, a Shakes God, take notice cf me 
to be fo; [ am Jealous « f my Name, I: thou 
wilt be mine, 1hou ſhais have no of her Gods 
lu me. 
And all the P-ccepts ahour OJ ings, 
atton-ment for 
Sinners, and the divers Services azd Wor- 
ſhip, tbe various Officcs in the Temple and 
San uary, they weie all as ou:ward means 
appointed of God ro keep this outward 
Church in an inward Conformity to the 
Come 


ee + | EEE AD ALES GU eo 4.5 


Commandrent opened. " 


Command of God, This Command was 
written in Tables of Stone, and theſe Tables 
were laid up in. the Ark of God, and all rhis 
perrained to the Firſt Covenant, and all chis 
Typed and Fipured our the D; fpenſarion of 
the New ano everlaſting Covomant thic God 


would make with his People, no: ike unto. 


the oli; How vot ike tp Not like ir in 
the outward Shalows, the T'ppes and Sha» 
dows cf rhinge, bur he woul4 bri:g torch 
the Subſtince of ail thoſe Shadows and 
Types ; and wouid alter the Form ard out- 
ward aj pprarance of thing.*, Fer as God is 
unchangeab!e ſo his Law is unchangea- 
ble, 

Meſs faith the firft ard great Command- 
ment 18, thoy ſhalt have r:) 6ther Gods but me, 
This was pur int» the Stene Fabic:. Chriſt 
Jeſus faith, the f-!it and great Command- 
ment is, thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Soul, and with all :5y Alind, 
Mat, 22, 27. This is pur into th: Tables 
of the Heart ;, S9 hers 15 a difterence v{iween 
the firſt Comman{ment by Afſes, and the 
ficft Commandment by Chr, they both ac- 
knowledge rhe firſt and greet Command to 
be the ſubj-Cting of the Creature co him thar 
madc him as his God, that he may only ſerve 
him, that he may love him with his whole 
Heart; 


Pf 
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whoſe prelence 1s among us, Which of you, 
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Heart; The 7ew could prove this by his 
Stone Tables, and Chrift proves this by the 
Flcſhiy Tables of the Heart, for there he 
is bound to love the Lord with his whole 
Heart, and to ferve him onely, him onely 
ſhalt thou-ſerve, 

Now here is the Jews Law brought over 
to the Chriſtians in the greateſt Point of 
Religion that ever was Preached, that ſhuts 
out all Idolatry, all Superſtition, all variety 
of Religions, all is ſhur out by this Com- 
mandment, and the Chriſt;an that hath the 


| Law writcen in his Heart according to the 


new Covenant, hecan go as readily to it and 
read it, as ever the Jew could go to his Stone 
Tables, and read the Law there ; you can- 
not deny that, if there be a thing written and 
Graven in my Heart, I can go as readily to 
it a3 I can go to any Book or Table, though 
I have the keeping of it 5 But the Jews had 
nut the keeping of it ( generally, it was 


laid up in the Ark of God. 


Now Friends that which lies upon my 
mind to ſpeak to you at this time, and that 
out of the great Love that I have to all your 
precious and Immortal Souls, as God hath - 
had a Love to mine, 1s that you would all 
conſider and. weigh in the fear of the Lord 


and 


ommandment opened, 43 
and how many of you are come to the Obe. 
dience of this Commandment] ? do not doubt 
bur the moſt of you can ſay, them all, but 
a bappy People are you if you can do one, [ 

are pronounce that Soul a bleſled Soul, that 
can perform this one Commandment, that 
can or dare fland before his Maker and ſay, 
O Lord 1 live thee with all my Heart, with 
all my Soul,ana with all my Might,my love is 
withdrawn from all other things in compa- 
riſon of thee, there 1s rothing in this whole 
World hath a place in my mind, but as it is 
in ſubj:Hon to the love of thee, 

Here 1s the firſt and the great Command- 
ment, the unchangeable Law, the Law that 
was good in Moſes his Days, and good in 
Chriſts Days, ard it hoids g2cd in cur Days 
and indeed it is ſuch & definitive Law that 
the Breakers of it can neither be good Fews, 
nor- good Chriſtians; there is an abſoime ne- 
ceſliry lies upon v3 of ablt*:Ring and draw- 
_ ing away, our minds and Souls from all other 
Gods, from all Images and other deptndens 
cies and truſts that People 2re naturaily 1'able 
to truſt to; And to have their whe: Confi- 
dence ſec upon tne Lord, hut ale. ! with 
Grief of Heart I ſpcak ir. thcre are but a 
very few that as yet have knovn tie right 
piving forth of the Law, and there are a 
| great 
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great many fewer that are ſubj.A to if, 
This Law was not given forth at firſt wicth- 
our Thunder and Lightning and a terrible 
noiſe, and the Mountain ſfmoaking, ( he that 
hath an Ear to hear let him hear) in ſo much 
as Moſes himſelf ſad, he feared greatly and he 
Quaked exceedingly becauſe ot the Thunder 
of the Almighty, and the Mountain that 
ſmoaked and burned with Fire ſo that I/rae? 
could not draw nigh, 

| Now I fay there are but a few that have 
come to the Knowledge of the giving forth 
of this Law, that have certainly known 
thoſe Thunders, and that Terrible Work 
that the Lotd of the whole Earth makes, 
when he comes to ſet up his Law ; for a great 
many that have come nigh to it, and mighr 
have heard and received the Words of rhe 
Law of God,they have gone backward, they 
bave dons .;ke unto the Fews of old, though 
they had {:fered much, and gone through 


- much, and nad ſeen the Wonders of the 


Lord, how he had led them and delivered 
them, yet when it came to this, that they 
muſt hear the Voice of God, they faid we 
cannot bear 11, We cannot indure it : We 
have deviſed for our ſelves an eaſter way, 
for tne Voice of Thua:ider and Dreadful no1- 
ſes put them 1nto Terrour and Lauaking, and 

Trem- 
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Trembling and grea:tDread came upon them 
but we have found an caſter way (ay they, 
what is that ? Go rhou, ſaid :hry 80 Myſes,and 
hear thcu what the Li1d ſaith, and come thew 
aud tell us. Thou ſhait be a Mediator be- 
| * tween us, It God fpeak unto thee, and'do 
' thou ſpeak the ſame to us, and we will hear 

thee, - | 
This was the Fews that were not come be. 
yond theLawofGad written inT ables ef Stone, 
they would not come to receive it in their 
Hearts as the Chriſtian mult ; fo Moſes he re- 
ceived the Law from the Moath of God, and 
he was Faithful as a Servant in the Houſe 
of God, and he miniſtred forth the Law of 
God, his Precepts, Statutes and Judgments, 
and 'Teftimonies, and he made them-a Book 
of Laws for all of them to walk by, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, how they ſhould act 
in Criminal matters, and do juſtice between 
Man and Man, and what they thould do 
in the Worſhip of God, and what they 
ſhould do towards the Prieſt whoſe Lips 
ſhould preſerve knowledge for them, and ſa 
he brought up a Form of Reljyion, bur his 
Work was according to the Preceprs of God, 
and .he brought them into the Form of Na- 
tional Religion, and Government, ani Na- 
tional Laws, And fo Moſes, and the Prieſts, 
= ruled 
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ruled over them, and the Prieſt ke offered 
Sacrifice for them, and made atronement for 
them, and Aeſes inquired of the Lord, ard 
asked Counſel for them, and taughr, ard 
inſtructed them, and what cime of all th's 
at laſt? When this was done, the Prieſt 
made attonement for Sin 3 but he could not 
pluck away the guilt of one Sia, there re- 
mained the Conſcience of Sin after he had 
miade his Offering, and Moſes taught them 
the Counſels of God, and the Commands of 
God, but he could not bind their Hearts 
to the obedience of them, for he declared o- 
penly againft them, that they were a Re- 
bellieus and ftifinecked People; notwith- 
ſtavding this they had a Law without them 
indeed time would fail me to run through 
the manifold miſcarriages of the Church of 
the Fews in reſpect of their Idolatry, in re- 
ſpe&t of their Contempt and Rebellion, both. 
to God and his ſervant Moſes, which was to 
teach and to guide them : I'ſay' the time. 
would fail me to mention the manifold mil. 
carriages that happened among this People, - 
that had a Law and Religion without them, 
and a Teacher without F ony 
Now in the fulneſs of time it pleaſed God 
in ſending his Son Chriſt Jeſus to raiſe up 
z Prophet like unto Adoſes in —_ od 
| altns 
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Faithſulneſs, thongh higher in refpeC& of 
Dignity ; for Meſes was faithful in-all-his 
Houle as a Servant; but this» Man -was 
faithful as a Son in his own Houſe,:an the 
Houſe that he was Heir of, that ; Houſe 
wherein he was a Ring; both a Pricſt,- a 
Prophet and a Ruler in: When the Lotrd- 
{ignified by the Spirit of Prophecy the com- 
ing of the Juf one; he ſignified to the 
Pcople that his Miniſtry, it ſhould bt be 
as that of Aarons the People ſhould not 
have their Religion without them, and their 
Laws and Preceprs without them, and their 
Prieſts without them, and their Wor- 
ſhip and Church without themy but that 
they ſhould bave it all within them; I will 
write my Law in their Hearts, I will put it 
into their Imward Parts : then they ſhall be 
2my People, and 1 will be their God z and they 
ſhall not forſake me, Your Fathers brake my 
oldCovenant, but I will make a newCovenant. 
in the Latter days, a NewCovenant, not like 
that your Fathersbroke z they brake the Law 
without them, But I will Write my Law in 
their Hearts: This Prophet that is like toMoſes, 
he ſhall Teach my People, he ſhall be'a Leader 
ro thers, and guide them in the way they axe 
t0' po ; and ſhall be a Captain for "them 
to head them ts — oY : And it ſhall come 
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48 
to paſs, in the Day that I do thus, if there 
be any that will not hear him, he ſhall be cut 
off from among the People, That is the 
Judgment ithar comes upon the contemners 
of the Goſpel, upon them that will not hear 
Chriſt Jeſus; they ſhall be cut cft from 
the Peoplezfrom what People ? From thePeo- 
ple of God ; theyſhall have no part of the 
Priviledges that..are enjoyed through Chriſt, 
they ſhall be cut off trom the Benefics rhat 
others reap bytheir Faith inChriſt, 

So that now we are to expect the opera- 
tion and working of a Miniſtry that leads 
a People to an inward Religion, a Heart 
Religion, where the Heart is fixed intirely 


upon the True and Living God, as the ob- 


jet of their Dependance and Truſt, and 
they have no other ;z that ſame is a ſtrange 
Word to Fleih and Blood s what no other 
Dependance but on the Inviſible God ? 


Fleſh and Blood can never come to this : 


Fleſh and. Blood and Senfuality can never 
come to this : This is a Religion that hath 
been . hid from Ages and Generations, and 
will be hid to all Ages that ever ſhall be in 
the World where Senſuality prevails : What 
will you: have me.to have my whole De- 


ndance for the Comfort, of my Life here, 


and of the Life that is to come , the other 


Life 
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Life ; to have my Dependance upon an In" 
viſible God, that Invifible Power that 
made me, ad Created the World ? How 
5 it poſſible for me to ſequeſter my ſelf, and 
draw my ſelf off trom all viſible Objedts 2 | 
I muſt truſt to this, and truſt to that ; Fleth 
and Blood can never attain to this with all 
the Wir and Reaſon it hath, it can never 
ſeparate it ſelf from Idols ; "they are littte 
Children that keep themſelves frrom Idols : 
They are Children of another birth, born 
of another ſeed, that will keep themſelves 
from Idols, 

Friends, Idolatry is a great deal 'more 
common, I find, than moſt are aware of. 
Am I commanded to Love'the Lord with 
all my Heart, and Soyl, and Mind, and 
Might >* What is left when the whole is 
taken away ? If God hath my whole Heart, 
what have I to beſtow upon the World 2 
What Love, what 'Aﬀ:tion, what Eager- 
neſs, whar Fervency can I beſtow upon the 
World, or any Obje&t in the World '; 
when my whole Heart , and - Soul, and 
Mind 1s gone before, gone towards the 
Lord > 
| This is the Firſt end Great” Chmmend 
| ment and the Second is like unto it ; thatlis 
Thou ſhalt Love 4 Iran: as thy ſelf 
C 3 Here 


FO Commandment opened. 
Here it. is that the Law and the Prophets 
_ Faith, Creeds, Prayer, Religion and Wor 
ſhip, all that ever was in the World, all 
:Comprehended in this : Thou ſh ilt Lowe the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, Soul and © 
Strength; and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : | 
.So what need 15 there for us to be diſputing | 
about Religion, about this Tenet and the | 
other Tenet, this Text and the other Text ? | 
For my pert I ſhould only deſire for you to | 
Underſtand this Text, and I ſhould not | 
doubt your going to Heaven : Here is the | 
Sum ; Here is all at once : Here is the Quin- : 
teſlence of all Religion, of all Types, Sha- 
dows, Figures, Ceremonies, and Prieſthood, 
and all that eyer. was or. could be Named 
and Praftifed in the World, all brought to | 
this, The Heart given up to God; our Love | 
ſet upon him. | 
- "What, is this ſufficient, will ſome fay > | 
This: will make you a good Moral Man, | 
but what is this to the Chriſtian Religion ? | 
You may be led into Error, and become | 
an Hererick for all this. 1 
How can this be that I ſhould not beof a | 
ſound Faith, but led into Error and Hereſie ' 
for, all this ? When People let in Error, and | 
Herefic, and Unſoundneſs of Faith, Where | 
do they let .ir in ? Do they not let in the ' 
| Princi- * 
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Principles of Errour and Herefie into their 
Hearts? I believe this, end that, and the 
; Other Error, it comes into the Heart, .and 
{ hath a ſeatin the Heart ; but how can we 
do that ? How can we let it into the Heart ; 
When the Heart is given up to God? Can- 
not he keep cut Error and Hereſie, it I give 
up my H-art and Soul co him ? Cannot I 
truſt him with all ? : 

This kind of talk of Error and Herefie 
hath come among Men that have had the 
keeping of their own Souls ; they have taken 
their own Souls into their own hands, and 
have ordered their Religion themſelves, or 
have gotten ſome body to order it for them, 
and a great many of them have met together 
to maks Creeds, and Catechiſms, and Con- 
feflions, and Orthodox Doctrines, that 
might certainly be profeſſed and ſubſcribed; 
Afterwards ſome have come and found fault 
with them ; then they muſt have a Councll 
to try them, then theſe go off and are laid 
alide, and others are given in the room of 
them; ſo that theſe Men have ſet up far 
themſelves : Theſe would not be under the 
Government and Preſcription of God, as 
Children under the Government of a Father, 
but” they will ſet up Religions themſelves 5 
and fay to the reſt of the World, if you 
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own any thing contrary to cur Principles, 
you are an Heretick ; and bing an Heretick 
you are to be rooted out and cut off. Do not 
you read in the +Scripture, that whoſoever 
hears not the Prophet that was to come into 
the World ſha'l be cut off 2 What will you 
not kear Chrift fpeak in the Church ? Will 
not you hearChriit ſpeak? The Church cannot 
ſpeak withcut a Head : If you will not hear 
the Church you ſhall be cut off, Then they 
have falled co Hanging, and Burning, and 
Killing, and Deſtroying People, and Nations 
not a few : And this comes from their mak- 
ing Faiths and Creeds, and ordering Religi- 
on themſclves ; all their Barbarous and Inhu- 
man Cruelties Martyring and Dungeoning 
of People comes from their making Faiths 
themſclves, and of all things nothing is more 
deſparately wicked,and they did not know it; 
The Heart is deceitful above all things and de- 
ſparately wicked,who can know #t? Men know 
not how Proud' and Arrogant they them- 
ſelves are, and yet they would be ordering 


the Hearts and Minds and Confſciences of 


others, and out of this hath Sprung all Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry becauſe men would 
not give up their Hearts ro God ; Then 
ſhalt have no other Gods but me, This 
Commandment is great in it (elf, ſtrict » 
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the terms, Thou ſhalt Iowe the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, and thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf. "Their Neighbour 'could not ſee 
with their Eyes ; therefore 'there muſt be 
Hinging, and Burning, and Deſtroying 
one another, 

But biefſed be who is now bringing forth 
true Chriſtanity upon its old Baſis and Foun- 
dation Whereon it was placed at firſt, for 
Chriſtianity hath been juſtled. off from 'its 
fict Foundation : for inflead of Loving God 
with all their H-arts, and Loving their 
Neighbours as themlcivcs they Hated them : 
Now this is the Day, O' Friends, the 
weight of it is great : This I fay is the Day 
where'm God is bringing Chriſtianity upon. 


«2+ % 


 weenjoy ; I arm far from it : This was the” 


thing that they bejieved and prayed to God 
for, they did not ſee this Day outwardly 
bur they faw it by Faith, T'my ſelf when I. 
was a Child I remember the People of God. 
when they -got three or four together they 


| would rejoice in the Hope of what they 


CF: Fore- 
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though they could,not tell when ; they did 


ſay and believe that God would ſcatter the ; 


Foggs and Miſts, and bring forth an Happy 
c 


Day, wherein his People ſhould have the Gift 


of his Spirit ; when they ſaw the Impoſitions 
and Perſecutions. of theſe times, when they 


Foreſaw.,; they gave Thanks to God for the | 
Bleſſed Days that he would bring forth, * 


that did not Conform and Comply were caſt . | 


into" Priſons, and thrown into Dungeons,-nd 
Goals : Well, it will not aiways be thus, ſay 
they, "there is a Day a coming wherein 
the Lord will fer his People free from all 


the Yoaks of Oppreſſion and from the Of= |! 


Frelſour, © 
Indeed my Soul did rejoyce when I was 
hearing the Prophetical ſayings of theſe 
good men, and I thought I might live to 
ce that Day z Bleſſed be God that bath 


- 


Preſerved my Life to this Day, and to this | 


Hour to enjoy what they Prayed for : 
They Prayed to God to ſcatter the Miſ's 
and Fogs that they might no longer Cloud 
and Darken Men's Minds and hinder them 
from enjoying God's Teaching; Blefſed be 
God that. we are now in the injoyment of 
the Prayers of the Faithful, that left the 


World, before we were init, Now the | 
Day : 


OWE. Toes I OT OE IOD 


' 2, my ob 


pay, walk ca. an a. _ 


wells. ak. EEG. 5 AS Ear... ao 


CORE, © Tor OY $ 42 


w The Firſt and Great 55 h 
Day is come that they Prayed for and En” 


quired after. 

- How, ſtrangely doth the Man Talk, will 
ome ſay, concerning the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion? The Chriſtian Religion is all Eng- 
land over; go to any Meeting in London: 
except. one, and they. will tell you they are 
Chriſtians; I would to God they were, that 
is the worſt I wiſh them all: But what 
ſhould we talk of the ChriſtianReligion with- 
out the Chriſtian Life ? Except we find 
that amongft them, What 's gnifies the 
Name and Profefſion of it ? And the Chri- 
ſtian DoQrine is wanting in many places 
too,, There be many :n this City urging 
this very Command of Loving God with all 
their Hearts, and their Neighbours as them-- | 
ſelves, .as fervently as I can do, orany body 


elſe ; and yet they will tell you in the next 


breath, that no man in London nor in all 
the World can dg this. No Man can poſ- 
fibly Love God with all his Heart :+ Never 
a Man can be found thar can perform ſuch 
an AQt, as to Love his Neighbour as him- 
ſelf : Not every Neighbour it may be, but. 
ſome one hol ce Affociate he can pick out, 


1 that he can Loye, and bear with his Tofir= 
1 mities and Aﬀeonts, and Loye him-as- him- 
3&I1f,, Love thy Neighbour, that is, every 


body 3 


76 
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body ; that there may be a-Good-will for 
all People throughout the whole Race of 
of Mankind ; Peace 6n Earth, Goodwill 
towards Men ; This is the Fruit of the 
Goſpel, Chriſtian Words will not make the 
Chriſtian Religion, there muſt be a Chriſti- 
an Life; But where ſhall we find that or 
ſeek for it ? ” | 

I know not, I have nothing to do ro 
Judge any body, but there 1s one that Judg- 
eth who it 1s that Liveth the Chriſtian Lite, 
and who doth notz Who is this ? What 
a one is this? The Head of the Chriſtian 
Church; Why,is he here ? Yes, the Head of 
the Chriſtian Church is here, and he ſpeaks 
and gives Sentence ; If you have an Ear you 
may hear him, and if you will turn your 


Mind inward, for he is an Inward Miniſter x 
every one of you if you will rurn your 


Minds inward, he will tell you whether you 
Live a Chriſtian Life, and what a Life it 
is you Live ; If there bea Drunkard here, 
let him ask whether his Life be a Chriſtian 
Life, will a man go away Ignorant from 
this place, and have no Anſwer ? If there 
be a D:runkard here let him ask inwardly in 
bis own Boſom. Lord is my Life a Chriſtian 
Life 2 1 dare affirm on Gods behalf {he will 


have an Anſwer, No, thy Life is not a Chri- | 
__ A 
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ſtian Life, but a Shameful Beaſtly Life, a 


Brutiſh one, 

Who told you that the Head of Chriſti 
ans Chriſt Jeſus is preſent ? Chriſt Jeſus, is 
be preſent ? how came he here > He is 
Aſcended up into Heaven ſuch a Day, fay 
they ; How came he here ? Let him be 
Aicended up into Heayen ; yet he is not 
ſo Aſcended into Heaven as not to be here 
alſo ; how ſhould he fufil his Promiſe if he 
be Circumſcribed in Heaven or Earth > Kone 
ſhould he make good his Promiſe if when 
T'wo 'or Three are met together in his 
Name, he is not in the midſt of them ? 
Here are now many more than Two or 
Three met together in the Name of Chriſt, 
and that hope for Acceptance with God 
through the Mediator Chriſt Jefus, if 
you think that here are T'wo or Three 
met together in the Name of Chriſt, it 
follows that Chriſt is in the giidſt of 


them. | 


*- 1 know not what you may enjoy, ſome 


may poſſibly ſay, I do not fad any ſuch 
Preſence of Chriſt; I hear of the Preſence 


.of Chriſt in "the Sacrament, and I haye 


heard ralk of the Preſence of Chriſt at « 


—— -_ 


Meeting and I never found ſuch a-Preſence 
of Chrilt, | 
Can you Read the Scripture ? Yes, I can ' 
Read the Scripture as well as you, but thar | 
cannot give me a ſenſe of it; 1-do Read the 
| Scripture and B:lieve-ir, bur what ſignifies 
| my. Reading the Scrip:ure concerning the | 
Preſence of Chriſt, It 1 have not the ſenſe ' 
of it ? I have beca at many a Meeting bur 
| nevcr had the fenſe of ſuch a Divine | 
Preſence as you talk of, nor it may be at 
the Sacrament nuther, What is the reaſon 
thou haſt no ſenſe of it ? If thou wilt take 
my Counſel and turn thy mind inward, and 
enquire whether the thing I ſpeak of be true, | 
ſ/! :; whether there be ſuch a Voice as I ſpeak of ?. | 
il} That will tell thee what thy State is, if | 
| thou wilt be true to thy ſelf, thou mayeſt | 
| know the Divine Preſence, and thou mayeſt 7 
/ hear Chriſt ſpeak. | ] 
The Soul hath got Eyes and Ears as well | 
| as the Body > What Eyes doth the Apoſtle ' 
| mean when he ſaith, The God of thu World | 
hath blinded the Eyes of them that Believe | 
wot, leſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of, 
Chriſt who « the Image of God ſhould ſhine | 
wnto them > It the Soul -bath Eyes and Ears 
as well as the Body, it can-Hear and See '? 
as the Body : As the Bodily Eye can See | 
"* "I Vilble | 
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Viſible. things, ſo the Eye of the Soul can - 
See things that are Inviſible and Heavenly ; 


you can hear my Voice outwardly, and 


you may hear the Voice of Chriſt irwardly ; 
I have known ſome that have been afrz1d to 
hear ill of themſelves that they would not 
enquire; ſome have been fo guilty in their 
own Conſciences that they have been afraid 
of hearing ill, that they would not enquire 
about themſelves : So it is inwardly, ſome 
have been Conſciou® that their Life and 


/ Converſation 1s ncught, that their Life is a 


Sinful Life, that they dare nor put it to the 
Queſtion : It wculd cettainly have been told 
them, thy Life is not a Chriſtian Life, 
thou muſt mend thy Life bef&e ever thou 
comeſt to have Peace with God : If this 
ſhould be thy Portion and mine, that upon 
ſearch we ſhould find our condition bad, 
what harm 15 it e 

I would put one Queſtion to thee, be fe, 
rious in Conſidering of it : We are all Chil 
dren of Wrath by Nature, none of us differ © 
about that z and that unleſs we be born 
again we cannot enter into the Kingdom of 


God: The Queſtion is whether I am one of ©. 


thaſe or no; Suppoſe upon enquiry it be 


1 diſcovered to me that I am not ; it is bad 
1 <nough : This is hard, but not fo hard as ir 


Is 


Go _ Commandment opengd. 


is true, this is the thing which I would 
have you' Confider ; Am not I in a better 
caſe to know thet I am in a Natural ſtate, 
than to go on and periſh ro Eternity ? As 
long as there is Life chere is Hope ; as long 
asa min is upon the Earth and taking care 
for hi: Soul, and enquiring ab-.ut the Srate 
of his Immortal Sou! It my'Scul 1s not in 
a good condition ; Is itnot b:tter for one | 
to know ir, andto feek for a cure ? For 
there is no greater Infirmity'and Infelicity 
can be upon a Man than to have ſome oc- 
cult and hidden Diſeaſe that he cannot be 
made ſenſible of; for this waſts and ſpoils 
him and” he cannot be perſuaded to look 
out for a Remedy ; So it is inwardiy, if 'a 
Man be Ignorant of his condition and:go on 
to his Dying Day and Hour and not ſeek 
after a Remedy, this Man pcrifh:th with- 
out all peradventure. When-you are in this 
enquiry be content to be controlled, be 
willing to have the Truth ſpoken though 
it be againſt your ſelves, 

I might inſtance in divers things that I 
have ſpoken of : If a man be fatisfied thar 
his Life is nota Chriftian Life, I ſay, if | 
the Swearer or Lyar, if the Proud Perſon - | 
or the Efi:minate, as ſoon as they come to | 
be fatishied that their Life is not a Chriſti- | 
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an Life that they now Live, what will this 
man expet > What Counſe] ſhould we 


; give him, and whar Counſel ſhould he take? 


I will go on in the way that Lam in, what ! 
after thou knoweft thy Life is not a Chri- 
ſtian Life ? God forbid, Wilt thou go 


on and perpetrate Sin upon Sin, and heap 


| up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath? I am 


a Sinner, my Lite 1s Unchriſtian, I.make ac- 
count to Live in Sin and die in Sin, Is this 
good Policy ? Confider another Text which 


]- our Lord ſpake; If ye die in your Sins, 
| whether I go you cannot come. 


O Friends, lay theſe things to your 
Hearts, what have I to do but to tell you 


1 that the Love I have in my Soul to you all 
makes me deſire in my Heart that you 
1 might be faved2 This is the Will of God 
{ that you might all bs fayed and come to the 
| knowledge of the Truth : Blefſed are they 


which know the Truth, the Truth as 1t 1s 
in Jeſus z Truth in the inward parts hath a 
ſpeaking Voice, and if thou hearken to it, 
ct will tell thee that thy ſtate is nought + 
Canſt thou believe the Truth when it tells 


7 thee ſo? Thar thy ſtates nought, and that: 
1 thou art like to go to Eternal Deſtruction 
7 unleſs there be Repentance, and Regenera- 
4 tion to prevent ir. Canſt thou believe this 
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62 _' Commandment opened. 
Dodriae, when it ſounds in thy own Heart ? 


Tf thou cant not Believe it, Unbelief will | 
be thy Ruine : The Spirit of Truth 15 come | 
to convince the World of Sin, becauſe they 


believe not in Chrift; he tells them their 
Condition and they will not believe him: 


The Spirit of Chriſt convinceth men of 
Sin, and they believe him not z The Spis | 
 rit of Truth convinceth thee of thy Sin, but | 
* thou believeſt him nqt : Thou Loveſt thy 


Pleafure, and thy Profit , and thine Hon- 


ours then thou Love OR God with all | 
thine Heart, and then thou art not a Chri- | 
ſtian, but our of Covenant with God : Art 


thou ſenſible that thy condition is bad 5 |} | 


were it not beſt to get it mended ? Aﬀrer | 


we are Convinced of our own ſinful ſtate, 


Is it not cur b:ft courſe to ſ:ek to have it | 


mended ? Who ſhall mend it > Saich one, 


I have done all I can to mend wy Life, || 


and I cannot mend ir, 


I have concluded ſo in my younger years | 
[ have Faſted, and Prayed, and ſpent time | 
in. Hearing, Reading and Meditation, and | 
did all in my own Power, and all to mend 


- my ſtate, but I could not mend i it ; and as 


grew up in years Sin and hc ; 
more prevailed, and there was no help ; ! 
and I came fo far as to believe there was no 
help # 
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help, and that if God did not help me I was 
undone to all Eternity, I many times wiſht 
that 1 had never been born, I went to Mini- 
ſters and Meetings, and to all ſorts of ſepa- 
rate People, and to all manners of Ordinance, 
and to all manner of Means to mend this bad 
Heart of mine; to ſee if I could get a 
Power that would give me Vidory over my 
Corruption, but my Arm was never, ſo long 
as fo reach thereunto ; it was far out of my 


Power and Reach, 


Many have ſought to get this Power of 
Reforming their Hearts and Lives, to at- 
rain it by their own hands, by their own 
endcavours, but they could never do it ; 
they could never better” their condition, nor 


bring forth fruit worthy of amendment of 


Life ;; I wiſh that every one was come to 
that pafs, that they knew not which way 


J to turn them, that they were come at laſt to 


their Wits end ; they will come to it ſooner 
or later, the ſooner the better, I have done 


7 all I can, I can do no more, I am at my 
# Wits end and know not what to think con- 


cerninſg my Eterna! State 5 I know not what 
to judge of it, ) ſtrive againſt my Luſts and 


Corruptions; but for all that they prevail \ 
3 upon me, Temptations come before me, 
$ but I cannot conquer thetn, O lam glad 


when 
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when People are com? to that paſs that "they 
know not what to do, but ro defpair of 


their own Arms, of their own Strength, | 


and their own Wit , and deſpair of all 
other help in. the World; I am glad of 
that. 5 

But I am not Preaching up Deſpair of 
Gods Grace and Mercy, but let me tell you, 


when Men Deſpair of their own doings, | 


and of all ourward means and helps, then 
they are fit Ovj-Cts for the mercy of God, 
and not till then z When the Lord looked and 


ſaw that there was none to Save and Deli- | 


ver, then his ewn Arm breught Sa'wvation, 


God will not fave tl then, God will | 
not reveal his Power till Men have done | 
with their own Powers they will never | 
Truſt God while they think they can do | 
ſomething for themſelves, All the Forms | 
of Religion of the ſeveral People of this | 
Nation will do them little good without the. 


Power ; What is the meaning of that Prin- 


Ciple, that have ſach M:fles and Prayers | 


and Performances ? What is the meaning of | 


it, let us ſearch to the bottom > They 


ſay, we are Sipners, when we Pray to God | 
for his Blefling, and for Salvation by Chriſt; | 
there 18 this at the bottom: They think } 
theſe Duties and Performances will be very 3 
| helpful * 
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helpful to their ſtate, helpful towards the 
knowledge of it; to ſpeak plain Engliſh, 


. theſe are their Gods : If I ſpeak ot Pro- 


phane and Wicked People,l would fay their 
Lufts is their Gods : But when I ſpeak of 
Righteous People that are meer Formiliſts, 
then I ſy their Daties,as they call chem, are 
their Gods : When they bave done all, 


\ | rhey can do nothing for them, then they | 


have no Gods at all; they are Godleſs : 
And it God doth not help them they are 
undone to all Ecernity. 

When poor Creatures are Caſt out as it 


| were into the open F:'ld, to the loathing of 
| their Perſons; not ſalted at all, nor ſwadled 
| at all, but lying in the Guil: of their Blood : 
When [ vaſſed by thee, ſaith the Lord, and 
1 ſzw rhee polluted in thy own Blood 5 1 ſaid 


unto thee, when hon waſt in thy Blood ;, yes, 


| when thou waſt in thy Blood, 1 ſaid unto 


thee, Live. When I paſſ-d by thee, and look- 


| ed wpon thee ; behold thy time was 8 time of 
*- Love, and T1 ſpread my ſkirt over thee, and 
covered thy Nakedneſs; yea I ſware unts 
1 thee, and entred into Covenant with thee, 
1 ſaith the Lird God, and thou becameſt mine, 
S What was ita time of Love when [| was 
$ ſuch an Obtject in my own Eyes, that I 
4 thought I was the molt miſerable Creature 


in 
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in the World > One that could not 'make 
a good Praycr, nor Diſpute for Religion, 
nor Perf:zrm any D.ny ; a Poor Creature 
Caſt out into the open Field, to the loathing of 
my Perſon ; Loſt all thart,,] Gained ; my 
Name was from among the Living, my *| 
Days were paſſed over in Sorrow, and 1 
faid there is nothing but Darkneſs , _ 
Death, and Miſery for me; I uſed a 


means, and tryed all things,fave only a living || / 
Truſt in God, a truſtin God alone, and | | 
- that Fleſh and Blood cannot do ; Fleſh and | ' 
Blood cannot know him, therefore Fleſh || 7 
and Blood cannot truſt in him : Alas ! ſaid I, | © 
I cannot truſt in the Lord, I cannot caft } F 
my Soul and all my Concernments, my k 
Fame and Reputation in the World, I can- || V 
not caft all upon the care of the Almighty, I | tl 
cannot know him nor 1:11 in them, how can I || 
do it? No body. can do 'it : They that || ©{ 
know my Name, faich the Lord, they will s, 


put their truſt in me; never a truer word | 
was ſpok:n, but how they ſhould know 
God and truft in him, I know nor. | 
When thou comeſt once to this paſs to 
be at thy Wits end, and not know which 
way to turn thee, 1:0r to whom to run for 
help, or to azk Couiicel for thy-Souls well- &'! 
fare ; thou art come to the end of all, and F- 
- = without 
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without hope, then God reveals himſelf by 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; Chriſt the Son of God- 


is known by our coming to him, but none 


can come unto Chriſt except the Father 
which hath fent him draw him: When 


||| thou haſt done with thy Gods, and thrown 


ve ſtands wth open Arms for thee, ready 
| ta 


away thy Idots to the Batts and Moles, 
then thou wilt find the Lord, and thou 
wile cry out, O that God would have 
mercy upon me, and lift up the light of 
his 'Countenance upon me, I am a poor 


| miſcrabie Creature : There are many that 
{ make ſuch a Whining and Complaining 


that they take a pride 1n their very Com- 
plaints ; their Hypocrife 18 ſo great, Thave- 
known fome that have prided themſelves in 
wording their Condition and exprefling 


I their miſcrable caſe before the Lord, but 


ſuppoſe thou canſt not ſpeak at all, but feel. 


I Eſt chy (elf miſerable, thou canſt nat expreſs 


thy Condition » At ſuch a time as-this God 


i was' drawing thy Soul to Chriſt Jeſus the 
IMediator of it ; I have heard of a Mc<dia- 


tor, and. that there is Balm in Gzlead for. 
me, that there is a Phyfitian there, that 
here is one Phyſrian, even Jeſus Chriſt the 


IMcdiator of the New Covenant z thou haſt 


nned againſt him and grieved hims yet 


= 
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Commandment opened. "EY 
to receive thee and embrace thee's where 


ſtands he ? He ſtands at the Door and 


Knocks ; it 18 a ſmall matter, . one would, 


think, to let him in, Rev. 3. 20, Behold, 
7F ftand at th: Dvir and krock, and if. an 
man h:r my Voice and open the Door z; 1 
will c,m- in to him, and ſap with bim, aud 
he with we. Here is good News for a hun- 
gry Soul, if any ſuch be here ; Chriſt the 
Mediator ftand- at the Door and Knocks, he 
will come in ai.d Sup” with thee; if thou 
open to him, then we ſhall meet with the 
Lords Supper : The &s the Lord, we will 
wait for him; he will bring bis Bread with 
him, The Bread of Life and the Wine of 
his Kingdom ; And the Lords Supper will 
be celebrated without * cavilling and 
Jangling. | | 
Now becauſe we do not pervert the 


Scripture, I would hav? yoo +hat under-. 


ſtand Books read what Comm: ntators - lay ; 


what thoſe of this and forrner Ages ſay upon 


this Texr, whether they do not Conſture 
and Dc:liver in their Q;inions that this 
Knocking ar the Door is Chriſts Calling 


the Soul by his Grace, and this Door 1s the | 


Door of the Heart, and Cnriſts Calling the 
Soul by his Grace and Spirit to let him 
in by 'Faith : This is their Judgment and 


Senſe, 


Commandment opened, 
Senſe, and their Senſe 15 mine, and I believe 


the Genuin Senſe of the Texr, that Chriſt 


would have-People think be is near to them, 


and that he wou'd have People open their 
Hearts and Receive him by Faith for to be 
a Saviour to them, 

No; that, faith Fleſh and Blood, I cannot 
bear, I cannot conſent to have him for my 
Saviour, I will not let him in, for he is like 
Micaiah to Ahab; He never ſpeaks good 
concerning me. For if 1 have him for my 
Saviour I muſt part with my Luſts and 
Pleaſures; if there be any other Saviour I 
will try, and not meddle with him ; He 
will ſpoil all our Mirth and good Society, 
he will tell me of every Idle word that I 
ſhall ſpeak, I muſt give an Account thereof 
at the Day of Judgment: What do you 
think that I can like ſuch a Saviour ? That 
I can live wich ſuch a one as will call me 
to an Account for every word I ſpeak, and 
that if I ſpeak one idle word Judgment will 
come upon me, No, | will try oneand 
another, rather than accept of him upon ſuch 
terms 3 | am one that am Joyned to ſuch a 


| Church, and enjoy ſuch and ſuch Ordi- 


nances, and ſuch Helps : I am in Covenant 
with God, and under the Seals of that Co» 
venant ; I am Baptized and do partake of 


the 
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the Lords Supper, which is another Seal of 


the Covenant; I hope it will be well with 


ImE- | | 
, | will go ſomething farther 5 another 
faith, we muſt have a Mediator; I will go 
to the Virgin Mary, and ofter ſomething to 
her, and pray to her, : Saith another, I will 
ga to Saint James, and Saint Fohn, and 
other Saints, to Intercede with God for me: 
They muſt haye ſome Mediator, This is the 
Twiſting and Twining of the Sons: and 
Dvghters of Men to %cep out Chriſt the 
Great Mediator, who came into the World 
for this purpoſe to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil: Alas! I have nothing lejt but my 
bare Lite and Living in the World ; I have 
nothing lefr me but ſome Z1r/e deſire 1 bad 
to pleaſe God; and that he will never Judge 
and Condemn me for 5 but my falſe dea!- 
ing and buying and ſelling with, Dcceif, 
He will Judge this, and Condemn it, And 
my Diſcourſing of things without me ; all 
my Carnal Friendſhip and Love of tte 
Werld, and my vain Faſhions, all that is 
Corrupt and D: filed ; theſe he came on pur 
poſe to deſtroy : He came ro ceſtroy bh 
the Devil and his Works : What can a m:n 
Live in the World, and never joyn wih 


the Devil? Never Sin at all? Nev.r do 


any 
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any thing that the Devil would have him 
do ? There is no PerteCtion in this World ; 
no living withaut Sin here z then I am ſure 
there is no Unity wich Chriſt here, and it 
there be no Unity with Chriſt, then there is 
none with God the Father ; What will be- 
come of thee now ? What wall all the plea= 
ders for that opinion ſay now? There 1s 
ſome thing ſtands betwen God and me, and 
[ ſhall never have Peace ; and what is that ? 
It is Sin, I would have my Sin taken away, 
elſe I had better never been born : Canſt 
thou remove Sin out of thy Heart ? I have 
tryed, but I cannot do it; I have heard 
of Chriſt the Mediator of the New Cove- 
nant : He faith, he came ivpto the World, 
and that for this purpuſe he was manifeſted 
that he might deſtroy the works of the De- 
vi], Now Sin in my Hez rt is the Devils work, 
I will ſee if he will deſtroy that for me ; [ 
will truſt and rely upon him, and fee if his 
great Power cag. deſtroy it in me, 
Here People come rightly to believe in 
him that God hath ſent, and truſt in him ; 


and he vyili take them in, and like a Chirur- 


gion Fe will rip up their Hearts, and [-t 
out rheir Corrruptions, though there hath 
been never ſo much Rotrenneſs, and he will 
hea) them and purife them and pardon them, 

D z thougn 
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though they have been never fo wicked, if 


they come to him ; when thy Sins are ſer in 
order before thee, then thou cryeſt our, O 
avretched Man that I am, who fhail deliver 
me from this body of Death? Is it Ged that 
hath thonght of me 3 and waited to be Gra- - 
cious, and hath born my Sin long ; how 
wonderful is his patience towards me ? All 
theſe things working in the Soul tend to be. 
get a Love to God, and fervent deſires after 
beirg cleanſed and purified from Sin ; and 
earneſt Prayer to the Lord to make that Ho- 
ly Fire to kindle that would burn it up: 
The more the Soul truſteth in Chriſt, the 
more doth this Heavenly Fire burn up our 
Lufts and then a Man feels a great change 
in his mind, The things ( ſ-:ith he) that 
I delighted in are now grievous to me ; I 
hope I ſhall never be found in choſe things 
again, my mind 18 now taken off them ; 
who took it off ? Didſt rhou not ſtrive be- 
fore to take it off ? I dio, butI could not do 
it, 
There are many I believe in this Aſſem- | 
bly before the Lord that are my witneſſes in 
this matter, that when they came to Chrift 
the Mediator he changed their minds, and 
he untyed the Devils fetters ; they were tyed 
to their Sins and Luſts, but he hath unlooſed 
= = _ has 
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them, and ſet them at liberty ; and they 
now find ſuch a change, thar they hate 
thoſe things they loved.s and when they | 
come to think of them, they are aſhamed, 
they are aſhamed of thoſe things that they 
formerly took plcaſure im; What fruit 
( ſaith the Apoitie ) had you in thoſe rhings, 
woereof you are now aeſuamea ? S9 | ſay, 
what pleaſure have you in Sporting, and 
Gaming, and D:inking, and Companys 
keeping ? What pleaſure _ you to tluk 
of your Wanton Diſcourſes? V hat picature 
in Pride and Vanity ? - hat pirafare 1n 
Wrath and Biterneſs of mind > And waar 
pleaſure in Malice and Envy ? What, plea- 
ſure have you in thoſe things whereof you 
are now aſhamed ? Sa far az you are Convine 
ced you are aſhained to think of them; 1 
am athamed ro thiok 'thit the D-vil 
at ſuch a time , by ſuch a Temp- 
tation ſhould prevail over ms. 1 would ro 
GoJ you. were ali come to this to be aſh im- 
ed, that you might remember your nalt evil 
Ways and Attions with forrow and thame : 
There is a fecret Toy in this: Sureit 15 bet- 
ter to be aſham<d than to continue in 1mpu- 
dence- God hath wrought this chan nge at 
laſt and who ſhail have "the Glory of it e 


God ſhill have the glory of it, for his own 
D "I WOrks 
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Watks will june him, What men do many 
t:mes they do for their own praiſe, but when 
they are at their wits end and know not 
what to do, they caſt themſelves upon their 
Mzker to ſee if he wil! have mercy upon 
them; if norgthcy maui Periſhy then ſor what 
he doth, he gets the Glory and the Praiſe of 
F". 

There are fame here that are bound to 
pratic God white they have a Day to live, 
for what he hath done for ther 3 3 vey 
cud never have loved God with all their 
izarts, but _-_ ds have continued 

, and jw Devil would have 
ied them Captive ar h13 Will ; They would 
not have loved God with all their Hearts, had 
not God firſt (hed abroad hex love upon their 
hearts,and conſtrained them to love him; tis Fe 
that hath fi fri loved -o— And wrought in then 
both to will and to do.cf bs own good pleaſure, 
Whatſverer we are, we are by the Grace of 
God ; this Grace 1 7 magnified in them that 
bclicve, and obey the Goſpel: My Friends, 
we know there is {- much Peace and Piea- 
ſure in the ways of God, fo much Soul-fatis- 
faction in —_— with God, and loving of 
him with all our Hearts, That I ih: u'd be 
glad that eveiy one of you were of the fame 
mind and ha4 experience oi it, We Labour 
diligently 
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diligenily for this purpoſs, and we would. 
ſer before you theſe two hings, 

Firſt how we may come to know our miſ- 
crable State by Nature er 

What a b! m7 d and happy Scare they are 
in, that have been Converted 4nd Changed ; 
that have bcen tranflated out of the King- 
Com of D irkneſs into the Kingdom of G 28's 
Dear Son * ; 

-vnfider your State by Nature 13 Ev1}, 
we hope K 14t Many of you in erIng the 
Report ts of the Gaſpcl, concerning the pood- 
neſs of the Lord ; bis great iove in (-nding 
his Son into the Worid to keek and fave vou 
that were loſt,and that you may believe in inks 
And we are perſwaded that by the Fuoitthacls 
of Preaching God will ſave ſome of you, that 
you may be his Redeemed O.es, and cruſt 
to no other Saviour, for there 15 nat any a- 
ther Name under Haven but the Name of 
Feſus, by which you can be ſaved; He 

nly can take away the S.ns of the World, 
his Spirit ſearcheth the Heart, and trperh the 
Reins ; which he promiſed to ſend into the 
World when he was leaving uv, Now [ 
dare Proclaim that Holy Spirir to be the 
Spirit of the Gad of Heaven, that now ſees 
what Reſolution thou art of, and what thou 
art now propoſing to do "whether to g0 
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on in Sin, or to return to God : This I can 
fprak withour Blaſphemy ; ir 18 God's Spirit 
that ſearcheth thy Heart, and knoweth thy 
thoughts and purpoſes, and convinceth thee 
of thy Sin, God hath ſent his Son, Chriſt 
Jeſus into. the World to enlighten you, that 
by his Light you mizhrt fee hm, and that by 
Nis LATE YOu Ni ah R eczive him, and that 
by rs Grace you might be ſaved. 
To tim I commit you all; and theſe words 
that we have ſpoken are in the Evidence and 
emonſtration cf the Spirit, according as he 
hath wrought in us, 
I muſt tell you we were never called of 
God ro Study Sermons for you, nar to Preach 
things that are made Ready to our hands ; 
but as theLord our Gad hath wrought ia us, 
and as God harh been pleaſed to make known 
his mind to us, and by his Spirit given us 
utterance; So we ſpeak, and fo we Preach : 
You that are come to beheve and receive 
the things of the Spirir, you will Judge whar 
I ſay: I ſpeak unto you that are Spiritual, 
Judge ye whar l ſay, ſaith the Apoftle ; fo 
when I ſpeak of Divine and Heavenly things, 
you that are Spiritual Judge what I ſay, and 
as you come to Judge and Determine in your 
ſelves that theſe taingz are true; you will 


feel the Power of them in your own Spirits: 
And 
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And we ſhall all be of the ſame mind, and as 
we have One God, we ſhall. ſerve him in fin- 
cerity, and Worſhip him with Reverence; 
then his Name ſhall be Exalted in the midſt 
of us, and we ſhall Edifie one another in Love, 

and we ſhall inſtruct one another, and call 
upon one another : Come let us go to the - 
Houſe of the God of Facob, He will Teach - 
us and Preſerve us in his way, and do us good + 
and keep us from all Evi), 

Tura your minds inward, and confider . 
that God 18 a God at hand ready to help : 
you, and he requires no more of you- than of 
other People in former times, to love the - 


Lord with all your Hearts, and to abſtract: 


and withdraw. your minds. from- all other 


things that do come in Competition with him, |; 
and be fare to have no Truſt or De pendance 
but upon him: Then fſce what God wall - 
do for you, no Tongue can expreG3, nor Pen - 
Write; neither hack. it centred into the Heart - 
of Man ts conceive the thinge that God hath 
prepared for thoſe that !ove him, That 
Wiſdom, and Knowledge, that Joy, and - 
Peace, ang Conſolation that paſl:th all un-. 
' derſtandi: ng: He will reveal and Communi- 
cate by his Spirit fo them that love him, and 
traſt in him ard rely upon him, and re» 


, Ccive teaching from hims he will food them 
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wich Food in due ſeaſon, he will bring the. 


former and the latter Rain; and they ſhall be 
as Trees pianted by the River of Water, 

and bring forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, and their 
Leaf ſhall not Fade, or wither, TFhis hath 
been Londons wonder, and Englands wonder ; 
How comes it to paſs that ſuch a Peoples 
Leaf hath not Withered nor Faded, as many 
have done ? Our Root was by a River, 
If we had ſtood in our ſelves, if our depen- 
dance and ſupport had been Upon DoCtrines, 
Tenets and Commandments of Men, then 
our Leaf would have been upon the Ground 
as well as others; but becauſe we have been 
upon Oar Root Chriſt Teſs, that 1s, always 
Green both in Summer and Winter, there- 
fore our Leaf hath not withered, to the Praiſe 
of God and the Honour of his Name be it 
ſpoken: He kath preſerved us, for we have 
no Power of our ſzives no more than others ; 
but we truſt in Gol,” and have received 
Power from Go ito land as witneſſes for him ; 
We tave truſted in the Lord, and he hath 
ſtood by us; and delivered us when we were 

compaſled about with Dangers and Diſtreſſes, 

if we coni:nue to truſt in him ſtill, he will 
bring us through all our Tryals and Troubles, 
2nd he will be with us,and never leave us nor 
forfake us, if we take him for our God we ſhall 
never nced any other, We 


— 
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We read that Senacherib King of 4ſjjria, 
ſent Rabſhthab ro Feruſalem, to H-:kiah 
with a great Army; ſaying, What Confidence 
'& ths wherein thou iruſteft, and he ſpake alſo 
to the People, and cryed with a loud Voice, 
bear you the Words of the Great King of Aſſyria, 
lit not Hezekiah deceive jou, for be ſhall not 
be able to deliver you; neither let Her, kiah 
make you truſt in the Lord, ſaying, the Lord 
will deliver us, Hczzkiah he went and prayed 
fo the Lord, ſaying, O Lord of Hifts, God of 
Iſrael, ihat dwelleſi between the Cherubims, 
thou art the God, the God alune of all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, thou haſt made Hea- 
ven and Earth, mciins tiine Ear O Loyd, 
and hear, open 1hine Eyes O Lord and See, and 
b>ar all the words of Sevacherib, which hatb 
ſent to Reproach the living God Te, And we 
Read that wicr tk» had preſented bis ſupplica- 
tion b:fore the Lors: The Ange! of thg 
Lord went forth and {ne 13 the Camp of the 
Afſtyrians, owe £u3d-c4 forurſeore end five thow- 
ſand, and when they aroſe cacly in the Morn- 
ing bebold they were all icad Corps, 

Thus you fe what came of it ar la, end 
thus it hath bein in our Day ; they thi wraſk 
1n the Lord be will Celzer them, and they 
ſhall never be aſhamed nor Conjoundes, bus 
as for all other Gods, they that trulit in them 


had 


2 35. Shes 8” ABA - 
——_—_———— OEOY 


ſhall be confounded and covered with ſhame, 
and they and their Gods will periſh to- 
gether, 

And now my Friends, I beſeech you all 
to have reſpect to this great duty of putting 
your whole truſt in the Lord, who is the 
Living God and he will be always preſent 
with you, and work in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleaſure ; he will ſupport 
and preſerve you in all your Tryals, and 
ſufferings, that you may be Veſſels of Hon- 
our to bear his Name in the Earth, and to 
ſound forth his Praiſe to the following Gene- 
rations, | 


His Prayer after Sermon, 


M OST Glorions,infinite, Powerful Father 
who haſt Created ts and givin ms Life 
and Breath, and lengthened cut our time to this 
Day, and haſ# lmg waited to be Gracious to 
zts, and art ffill waiting upen the Sons and 
Daughters of Men; bilding forth the hand of 
thy lowe, and offering thy Grace, and tendering 
Saluetion unto them, and haſt brought a Day 
of Vifitetion upon the Inhabitants of this City 
a1 Netion : Glory, Praiſe and Thanksgiving 
be to thee, O Lord that by thy Power haſt 
inclined the Hearts and Conſciences of the 
: S0ns 
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Sons and Daughters of Men to ſubmit tothee, 
and bowed their Necks to the Bleſſed and eafie 
Toke. of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, that they maj 
do thy will on Earth as it i done in Heaven : 
They that are Traveling, and diftreſſed, and 
Afflifed in their Souls becauſe of their bondage, 
do thou ariſe living Father, and reveal, and 
diſcover thy Power to them, ſhew them the 
exceeding greatneſs of thy Power that they 
may truſt therein, and be ſaſe; make bare 
thine Arm for their Salvation: Thoſe that 
are [lumbering in their Profeſſion, let them'be a= 
wakened, and brig to thine Heavenly King- 
dom thoſe that have paſſed through thy Refi- 
ning Fire ; and whom thou haſt Cleanſed and 
Sandified: Powerful Father of Life carry on 
thy work among thy People every where, ga- 
ther them that are ſcattered; and bring back. 
to thy (elf thoſe that are wandering and out of 
the way, and ſceking the living among the 
Dead; Lord teach them and let them bear 4 
Voice bebind them, and guide them to thy Holy 
Mountain, that they may be brought to the 

path of Life, and to the place which thou haſf 

provided for thy little Flock to meet and Feed 
rogether ; Offering unanimsſly the Sacrifices of 
Praiſe and Thanksgiving. which thou haſt or- 

dained 5nd appointed in thine Houſe, Bleſſed 
and Powerful Father , all thy little ones be 

06598 pleaſed 
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$2 His Prayer after Sermon. 

leaſed to ſurround with thine Almigh 
_ == ever they are let ow fog 
thy preſerving Hand, delivering them from the 
Evil of the World : We pray. not that thou 
ſhould"ſ# take them out of the World, but to 
preſerve them from the Defilements and Pollu 
tions of it : That a Holy Feople may ſerve thee 
the Holy God ; and bear thy Holy Name upon 
their Hearts, That, that above all may be ex- 
alred and magnified, and bumble Thanks- 
givings and Praiſes may be given unto thee, 
through Feſws Corift, fer all thy love thou haſt 
manifeſted, and for thy abounding mercies, 
and renewed favours which we have received 
at thy hands; to thee living | Father through 
Chriſt TFeſus thy well beloved Son in whom 
thou art wel! pleaſed, be all Honour, Praiſe 
and Dominion rendred by 1s and all thy People, 
from henceforth, and for Ever, and Ever, 
Amen, | 
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Sermon IV. 
The Standard of Truth. 


Preached at Grace-Church- 
Street, May 29. 1692. 


HERE is an Univerſal Standard of 
Truth that God hath fer up over all 
the Sons and Daughters of Men ; he hath 
iven the Rnowledge of it in and through 
Tus Chriſt, he hath dealt it out to them, 
that they may be capable of joyning and 
aihering to the Truth, and to be delivered | 
from Eternal Condemnation. This Standard 
and Meaſaring Rule is revealed, and mani 


/ man may know, in every word they ſpeak,, 


teſted in every Man and Woman, by the 
Light that fhunes in their Hearts z by which 
they are able to diſcern, and to give a ſound 
and true Judgment (if they are but willing ) 
upon all their own Ways, A Man or Wo- 


in every Action they do, whether they ſpeak 
and do according to the Truth, or whether 
| they 
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they are juſtified by the Truth in what they - 
ſpeak and do. - -- | 

I tell you my Friends this is no ſmall 
mercy that Mankind hath obtained at the 
Hands of his Maker, that he 15 brought into 
a Capacity of not ating blind-fold : but that 
he may fee hz way and his own Inclinations, 
and paſs Judgment upon them whether they 
are geod or evil, whether they will ſtand. 
juſtified in the fight of his Maker, or whe- 
ther they will be Condemned. 

I Confeſs the vail of Ignorance that is 
come over the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
through Sin, Transgreſſion, and Rebellion, is 
very great, And I may fay as the Apoſtle 
faid, ſometime you were darkneſs; and what 
can Darkneſs ſee? What can darkneſs dif- 
cover > The Lord our God that made us 
hath not. left us in that State of Darkneſs, 
Blindneſs, and Ignorance 5 but through the 
Riches of his Mercy and goodneſs, hath 
found out a way to command thar Light 
ſhould ſhine out of Darkneſs into Peoples 
Hearts for all that the Devil did to darken 
Man, to alienate and eſtrange him from his 
Maker. 

The fame Almighty Power that ſaid in the 
Creation. Let there be Light and it was 0, 
he hath ſhined into our Hearts, and the wa y 

| by 
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The Standard of Truth, 8 
by which he hath done ſo, is through the 
ediator , through J=ſus Chriſt the Re- 
deemer, in whom the fuineſs of the Godhead 
awells, He bath received Power from his 
Father, not only ro be Light and Szlvation, 
but to impart and Communicate of that Di- 
vine Light unio them, even unto every one 
| that cometh into the World, that fo by 
means thereof they may be delivered from 
their Darkneſs, and' Ignorance of the mind 
of God, that they were lyable to in the 
Fall; and might be reftored through the 
Mediator to a Capacity of Juoging of their 
own ſtate as the Lord Judgerh, and of their 
| own Actions, and of their own words, and 
ways and Inclinations. = 
This is the Standard which God hath 
pitched in every one of your Boſ:ms for the 
Tryal of your ſelves ; either for Juſtification 
or Condemnation of every Word and \ 
Action, | 
Now to make every one fenfible of the 
greatneſs of this blefiing : Conftder it 1s not 
only given to augment, and to encreaſe 
Knowledge; bur it is given on purpoſe to 
allure and perſwade Men inro a likeing of- 
! Truth, into a Love of Truth: The Apoſtle 
elteemed it a wonderful mercy that came by 
Chriſt, he hath ſent bim to bleſs us, in turn- 
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ing every one of us from the Evil of his 
ways, fo that here 18a Capacity that the Sons 
and Daughters cf Men have, through the 
Mediator, of being turned from the Evil of 
their ways and doings to that which is well 
plealing to God, 

The next work after God hath wrought 
thu: mercifully for the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, 1s that they would be good to tnem- 
ſelves, and merciful to themfelves, and 
take pity of themſtlves; by a due Im- 
proverent of the Grace and Mercy , 
and kincneſs of Ged, that he hath be- 
ſtowed fredly upon them, and in bringing 
all their D.eds to that Stancard; all their 
word: an Actions ro that Rule, that fo. 
wharſcever they be, or how many ſo Ever, 
it they do not anſwer that Standard and Rule, 
they may deny, withſtand and reliit them ; 
that fothsy may keep out of Condemnation : 
For the Apoſtle declares it plainly without . 
ſcruple: There is 10 condemnation to them 
that are in ChriſfFeſws;It he had faid, to them. 
that profeſs Chriſt Jeſus, there had been a 
large Latitude, eſpecially for theſe Nations, 
but the Words are limitted, and you will 
find them ſo; that is, to them that are im 
Chriſt Feſas, and ( as if he ſhould ſay ) that. 
you may know rightly whom I mean; [. 
meap 
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mean ſuch as walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit: They that are in Chriſt 
waik afcer his Spirir, for, they that have not 
the Spirit of Criſt are none of hs ; but they 
that are his, walk after the Spirit, the Spirit 
of Truth; and ttere is no Cor.demnation to 
them. . 

- It !s not only the Scriptures rhat Rarity 
and. confirm this DoQtrine, but you your 
ſc}ves are all living witneſſes of the Tru-h of 
the ; thar ſo far as you do act ani ſpeak in 
Odv<dience to the Principle of Truth, that 
Gad hath Pjanted in you ; you feel no Con- 
demnation upon you : Such a thing i did 
at ſuch a tire, and 1 had no Condeinnation, 
Why fo? B:cauſe I did it in Oeclience, and 
Saubjetion to that meaſure of Grace that God 
ſet up in me; and ſuch a thing I d13, for 
which I was Condemned, why ſo? B.ceuſe 
I did it. according to the Inciination of my 
own Corrupt mind, and in Contradiction 
to the truth that opened in me, 

My Friends, I wgu!d tave you in point of 
the DoCtrine of Chriſtianicy to be the better 
for what you Read and hear ; it 13 poſhble” 
for me to Prezch the Truth, and you may 
believe what I ſay, and you may Real the 
Holy Scriptures, and have the belief of whar 
you Read, but if you come to a ſenſible feel- 
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ing of the fulfilling of the things you hear, 
you will give 2 greater. Scal to the Truth of 
the DoGtrine, than by all you have Read and 
heard; and you will grow wiſe to Salva- 
tion, by trying an1 experiencing the cect of 
every thing yuu underſtand: And not like 
the Carnal Mzn of this World, that have not 
Faith, that mind only their Worldly Profits 
and Pleaſures ; ſuch are Earihly, Senſual, 
Dewiliſh ; but I would judge of Aftions and 
Words, according to truth, and according 
to the eff. &t [ find in me ; I did ſuch a thing, 
and I had peace in the doing of it, I feel. 
no Reproach, no Condemnation upon me ;. 
nere is a way for People to grow up in the 
Life of Chriſtianity, to keep to the Standard. 
of Truth ; for whether Men will or no,they. 
muſt do it at laſt, and may now if they. 
Picaſe, make a Tryal of their Words and- 
Actions. 

As for the moſt part of you, you are got 
paſt Pilate, Pilate could make that enquiry... 
What #w Truth ? ſairn he; And I confeſs 
It 1s not long apo, it 15 within the Memory 
of Man . that a more ſerious and better fort of 
People were confounded with the Darkneſs - 
and Ignorance of thoſe times that they were 
ready to cry out, What is Truth? And 
where is Truth 7 Y Their Eyes were ſo _— 

ed. 
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ed, and things were fo jumbled and con- 
fuſed by the Diſpurations that Men Raiſed ; 
they made things ſo dark that People could 
not ſee their way: but God who hath com- 
manded the Light to ſhine cut of Darkneſs, 
hath brought a Glorious Day, that hath difit 
pated, and ſcattered, and driven away a great 
deal of that Fogg, and Miſt, thar did over. 
ſpread Mens minds: As many as have fin- 
cerely ſought the "Truth in the inward parts, 
they have found a Divine Principle of Truth, 
that hath a ſelf evidencing quality in it ſelf ; 
to convince the Minds and Canſciences of 
the S':'ns and Daughters of Men, that it is 
the Truth: And to this the Lord hath 
brought moſt of you, to be ſenſible of ſome- 
thing that is Truth -in it ſelf; There are 
many things that are true in the Words of 
them, many true Expreſſions; but there is 
Truth in 1: ſelf, the Efſential Truth of God, 
which as it 1s in God 18 Everlaſting and E- 
ternal, and will ſtand over all Errour, Falf- 
hood, and Deceit ; as the Truth is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, it is a Standard and Rule for Men to 
at by : He hath given it to the Sons and 
Daughters of M.n, and as it appears in them, 
It is either a Judge to Condemn them, or a 
Savi-ur to ſave them from their Sins, and fo 
to juſtife them, 
| Now 


—_— 


_ a————— —a_.— 
%» : 


PE CY 
vere _ 


99 The Standard of Truth. 


Now that which concerns us, is to find 
out that meaſure of Truth, or manifcſtation 
of Truth, or Principle of Truth; which it 
hath pleaſed God to reveal in our ſelves ; 
And whoſoever will turn their minds a little 
while inward, into the ſerious ſearch and 
Conſideration, how the Lord hath dealt with 
them ; they will find they are not quite deſti- 
tute of Truth, One that makes it his practice 
to Lye, Chear, and Cozen, or one that 1s a 
Lyar, 1s not utterly deſtitute of 'Truth ; for 

there is a Principle of Truth in him, "that 
doth Check him, and SO him for his 
Thefr, Lying, and Falſhood : : and he lives 
under Condemnation in himſelf; He cannot 
draw near to the God of Truth upon any oc- 


caſion, but bis Lying and Falſhood ſtands in 


his way. Now it ſo be that this Lyar bemade 
ſenſible of a Principle of Truth in him; do 
but bring his Words and actions to the 


Truth, fo much of ir as he We will make 


'bim leave Lying, and D.ceiv 


, and he 
muſt PraQiſe Truth to eſcape Condemnation, 


and if he will bur leave Lying and Falſhood, W 


and live in the Truth, and ſpeak the Truth 
to his Neighbour ; he will find another State, 
Condition, and trame 3 in his Soul than there 


was before. He 1s now more at Peace, and 


hath a Clear and Serene way to come to God 
by 


| by Prayer, and for pouring out his Suppli- 
cation, which he had not before; for he had 
barred up his own way by his Sin, which 
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lay continualiy at the Door ; If thou doft not - | 


well Sin lies at the Door, faith God to Cain; 
ſo when you do Evil, you cannot but know 
4 -1t; when you are Drunk, or Swear, or tell 
/ a Lye, and deceive your Neighbour, and 
| carry on the deſign of ſinful profir, thou 
 knoweſtir,whether Men know it or no, and 
| Gad thar made thee knoweth it, and there 
thy Sin lies at the door, and blocks and 
1 bars thee our, that thou canſt not offer thy 
Prayers to God with that clearneſs, as if 
thou hadſt ſpoken - the Truth g - ſo that it 
| highly | concerns every one of us to be wait- 
| ing upon God for the diſcovery of his 
| Truth to uss and then we muſt Embrace, 
Adhere, and join to the Truth as our chiefeſt 
007, ; 
2 But ſome will ſay, this Adhering and 
Joinirg to the Truth is a hard Leflon : It 1s 
pretty eaſie to find out a Principle of "Truth 
that ſtandeth againſt and oppoſeth all manner 
of Evil, Very few now a days will deny a 
ſerled Principle of Truth in every Man ,: 
' that judgeth Falſhood and Condemneth de- 
| c:it, and witneflerh againſt it in others, and 
\ in themſelves: But this ſzme joining, and 


Adhering 
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a Croſs to a Carnal mind. 

Now if the Croſs of Chriſt be not taken 
up, there is no good Chriſtianity among us; 
where this 1s negleted, it ſpots and ſtains 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; becauſe it is 
ſo directly oppoſite to theDoQtrine of Chriſtz 
He that will be my Diſciple muſt, it is not, 
he may it he will ; buc He muſt take up the 
Croſs of Chriſt and follow Him, There 
were a fort of People that were never like 
to be mede Chriſtians, that would be exempt 
from taking up a daily Croſs ; therefore 
he prefſeth it upon them tro deny themſelves 
and take up his Croſs and follow him. No 
man 1s like to live a Chriſtian Life without 
taking up a Daily Croſs, 

This I cannot do,faith one,I know how to 
carry my ſelf among Chriſtians with Seri- 
ouſneſs, Sobriety and Watchfulneſs withour 
ſhaming wy Profeſſion ; but I cannot deny 
my ſelf, I cannot contradict my own Will : 
This is that which keeps a man from leading 
a Chriſtian Life, Then he cannot deny him- 
ſelf and take up his daily Croſs. | 

Now it is come to this, now a days wh 


a Light is broke forth, and Men have :a- 


Principle of Truth in their own Hearts : 


It comes to this 3 ſaith one, I ought to be 
| Holy 
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Adhering to it, that cannot be done without 
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Holy in all manner of Converſation, and to 
be Watchful over my Words ; and have 
my Converſation Honeſt and Juft withour 
Deceit, See what a deal I know, yer [ 
can never Live this Life for all T know it fo 
well ; I cannot take up a daily Croſs which 
is ſo much againſt the contrary inclinations 
working in me, Then the Queſtion I pur 
ro = ſelf 1s, Shall I take up a Croſs or 
no? 

Here it comes to the pojnt with every 
Man or Woman after they come to the 
knowledge of this Szandard of Truth; If 
the World would but come to this Rule 
and Standard, there would be no more 
Cheating; Couzening 5 no more Fraud, 
Deceit nor Emulation ;. nor War and Blood- 
ſhed, i: Men would but in every thing they 
do, anſwer the Principle of Truth in them- 
ſelves; they would put the Queſtion to 
themſelves: Shall I. rake up a daily Croſs 
or no ? Shall I deny my ſelf thoſe Pleaſures 
that my ; Conſcience doth condemn > And 
thoſe ungodly gains that I ſeek after by 
Falſhood, by Lying, Prevaricating and De- 
parting from the Truth, ſhall 1 do 
this, that I may be Rich and Great in the 
World > 

You know what I ſay, many of you, and 

E ve 
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have put this Queſtion to - your ſelves, and 
{..me have made a good Anſwer to it : I will 
rake up my daily Croſs by the Grace of 
God ; this Standard of Truth ſhall be the 
Rule of my Words and actions to my Dy+ 
ing-day. 

They that have learned this Leflon and 
obratned peace with God through our Lord 
J-fus Chrift, tha: have not only made a* | 
Reſolution bur performed it in A& and- | 
Deed, by the Power of Chrifts Croſs they | 
will be Purified and Sanctified and 
Waſh-d from 'their Old Converſations, 
and Have their Conver(ation in Heaven 
that is, Live after a Heavenly manner ; 
Live a Godly Lite here upon Earth, when 
they have come to this Reſolution, and alſo 
to the. Practice of 17. 

{ would defire and it 18 my Labour that 

ou thar near me this Day ; that are aware 
of what I am ſpeaking, viz. - The Stan- 
dard of Truth, The Principle of Truth, 
that unerring Guide, which 1s placed: in 
the Conſcience of every Man, that Jaſtifieth 
or Cond-mneth his ACtions and Words: 
You that come to be aware of this, that you 
may a'!l come to this Godly Reſolution in 
your ſelves | wou'd have this Diſpute carry- | 
ed 0a 124 every ones Bofom ; when the * 


Queſtion 


Is 
Queſtion is ſtated, I would have you real- 
ly Anſwer it: Shall I guide my Actions and 
Words according to this — Rule or 
no? 1] cannot tell what to ſay, ſay ſome, 
| there is danger in it : What danger can 

there be to anſwer that which a Man knows 
1 to be Truth ? I will tell you what danger : 
| The World is Perverſe, the moſt men Live 
| out of Truth ; and rhe Devil Fa Cunning 
ang and he would have none Live 1n 
1 it: He abode not in the Truth; and he would 
| oi bave us live 1n it, nor regulate our 
Words and Actions by the Truth in our 
own Souls : What it moſt Mtn in the World 
pervert the Truth > What iſſo few walk in 
the Narrow Way, Ld ſo few come to Life 
Eternal z therefore 1s that an Argument, I 
muſt not come there? ſhould it not ſtir me up 
to greater diligence, that by any means I 
may be of the number of that few that ſhall 
obtain Salvation, and not go with a agreat 
company in the Way that leads ro DeſtruCti- 
on; It we improve our Times and Scafon: ,and 
Opportunities, and Mercies, and B: eflings 
that are vouchſafed to us; we atlaſt may 
obtain Life Eternal, 

But ſome may ſay, I muſt fir down in 
Deſpair, for I cannot come thither of my 


ſelf, though I do what I can to Work cut my 
E 2 02p9 
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cwn Salvation : "There is a Decree apainſt | 
me, what though I ſhould Pray never fo | 
much, and ſpend my Nights in Grief and | 
Sorrow ? If I be Decreed to Erernal Dam- 

nation 3 there is no help for me, no hope | 
that I ſhould eſcape it: And if I be Decreed 
to Salvation , though 1 take my Liberty to 


Sin and be Looſe and Wanton as others ; | 


it.cannot hinder me from attaining Salvation | 
at laſt. 

For this Reaſon many have laid aſide the | 
Spiritual Warfare againſt Corruption, ' and | 
their Spiritual "Travel, that they will do | 
do nothing in order to their Everlaſting | 
Happineſs ; therefore they think ch:y had | 
as pood take their Pleaſure : But my : 
Friends, the caſe 15 'not now ſo with us; | 
Let every Soul among us praiſe the Lord | 
for his mercy in expelling that thick Cloud | 
of Darkneſs, which is vaniſhed and gone : * 
This I know, and I hope you do all believe | 
that God doth every where, and in | 
every Nation Call Sinners tro Repentance, 
and that He dc/ighteth not in the Death of 
him that Dyeth, but rather that they would 
turn and Live; and in order thereunto he | 
hath given his Son Jeſus Chriſt ro be a Savi- | 
our and a Mediaia:, and he hath ſent forth © 
the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts to give : 
' direCtion |} 
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ty is to make improvement of thoſe Viſitatt 
ons of Mercy that God hath beſtowed upon 
us in order to our Salvation ; and not Live 
in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, Strife and Envying, and © 
following the Faſhons of the World : Bur 
we muſt Work out our own Sabvation with 
Fear and Trembling- 

But ſome will fay, Is not this done alrea- 
dy ? Is it not already wrought by our Savi- 
our and Mediator ? Chrift bath taſted Death 


| for every Man, and laid down a Price for 


the Soul of every Man, | 
But there muſt be a change wrought in 
us: There is a Tranſlation. of our Souls 
from one ſtate to another : This 18 called in 
the Scriptute Regeneration, and being born 
again, this 1s called a being baptized into 
Chriſt, and deſcrib2d alſo by other expref- 
ſions : But the matter is ro Change thy Lite, 
for there is a (inful Source of Wickednefs 
that i; ſtirred. up by the Motions of the 
Powers of Darkneſs and our own concupi- 
ſcence, but God is always ready to bring 
us under the Government of his Holy Spirit 
that will lead us into into all Truth ; and 
this cannot be done without a Croſs ; but 
the Queſtion lies here, Shall. I take up this 
3 Croſs -- 


ure Stacker of Truth. oy 


. direftion to us in our Way : Now our Du- 
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the World, Ler me fees, How much do I 
Love the World ? A preat deal : 


What will it profiy me to gain the whele Wirld, 


and Iſe my own $:ul> .Or what ſhall I give 


im Exchange for my Soul ? | cannot get Go 
Heaven without denying my ſelf; let me 
rake care of my Immortal Sculs Izma 
poor Creature, I will ſave rhe Lord m 

Maker, 
fie and Pleaſe him : He can ſnatch me «Way 
by Death when he pleaſeth, therefore I will 
labour that my Thoughts, Words,and Acti- 
ons,andConverſition may anſwer ro that rule, 
that he hath ſer before me, as a Standard of 
Truth ro ſquare and regulate my actions 
by. [I will not live any longer in vanity 
a® many do, I do not know but my Breath 
may bz itopt to Diy bcfore to Morrow ; 

therefore To Dey wile jt w called to Day, 
{ will hear Gods Voice and not harden my 
Heart, bur receive that Counſel that 1s of- 

fered ro me for the bznefit of my Soul; [ 
am bought with a Price, I am none of my 
own, | will live ro him that died for me, 
I have more Reaſon to live to Chriſt and 
ſerve him that ſh:d his precious Blood for 


the Redemption of my Soul, and to be _ 
F 


But dol : 
Love the Weor'd better than my own Soul? | 


2nd make ir my bulineſs tro Glort- | 
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FR | jet to him; then to be ſubjet to Chrils 


I 3 Enemy, to the Prince of the Power of the 
5 Air that Rules in the Children of D:ſobed:- 


01 

1> 3 ence; I will take up a Reſojution re ſerve 
LI , G6d, but I can do nothing of my ſelf, buc 
_ The Grace of God which brings Salverion 


will teach me to deny Ungodlmeſs and Warld- 


5 3 

ne 3 ty Lufts; and to live Righteruſly, Soberly 
i, and Godly in ths preſent World, Take heed * 
M | 'of being deceived and beguiled for there '3 
i | no way will bring you to Heaven, but an 
y Holy and Undefiled way, 

Il 


Therefore come and take rhis Standard of 
Truth in your hands ro guide you in your 
way, that you may neither turn to the Right 
hand nor to the Left ; this will ſhew you 
the way you ſhould walk in, and be like the 
Cloud ard Pillar of Fire to the Jjraelires in 
their journey to Canaan which was a Type 


—Y 
wind Ne hone <oMd Edt 32 eSCErowaand en. 


_ | of Heaven; the Cloud they cod ſee by 
; | Day, and the Pillar of Fire by Night; fo 
| this Standard of Truth will dire&t you 
T { in ycur Travel to the Heavenly Cara- 
; 1 an- Let this be the Rule and Meſure 


' | of your Thougis, Words and Ati 


It a workman that is a Builder hath a 
E 4 Rule 


2 
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Croſs or no? if I do, it will Cracrfie me to. 


The Standard of Trath, 


the World, Ler me fee; How much do [ 
Love the World ? A great deal: But dol 


Love the Weor'd better than my own Soul? | 


What will it profiy meto gain the while World, 


and life my own $:ul> .Or what ſhall I give | 
im Exchange for my Soul ? I cannot k. eo | 


Heaven without denying my ſelf; let me 
rake care of my Immortal S:uls Izma 
poor Creature, I will ferve the Lord m 

Maker, 2nd make it my buſneſs to Glort- 
fie and Pleaſe him : He can ſnatch me away 
by Death when he pleaſeth, therefore I will 
labour that my Thoughts, Words,and Acti- 


ons,andConverſition may anſwer to that rule, 


that he hath ſer befcre me, as a Standard of | 


Truth ro ſquare and regulate my actions 
by. I will not live any longer in vanity 
a® many Gn, [ do not know but my Breath 
may bz itopt to Diy before to Morrow ; 
therefore To Dey wiile-jt # called to Day, 

{ will hear Gods Voice and not harden my 
a bur receive that Counſel rhat 1s of- 
fered ro me for the bz:nefit of my Soul; I 
am bought with a Price, I am none of my 
own, | will live ro him that died for me, 
I have more Reaſon to live to Chriſt and 
ſerve him that ſh:d his precious Blood for 


the Redemption of my Soul, and to be ys 
F 
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Enemy, to the Prince of the Power of the 


| Air that Rules in the Children of D:ſobed:- 
ence ; I will take up a Reſolution re ſerve 
| Gd6d, but I can do nothing of my ſelf, bur 
1 The Grace of God which brings Salvation, 


will teach me to deny Ungodimeſs and World- 
ly Luſts ; and to live Righteouſly, Sober!y 
and Godly in ths preſent World, Take heed * 


of being deceived and beguiled for there 's 


no way will bring you to Heaven, but an 
Holy and Undefiled way, 


Therefore come and take this Standard of 
Truth in your hands ro guide you in your 
way, that you may neither turn to the Righr 
hand nor to the Left ; this will ſhew you 


the way you ſhould walk in, and be like the 


Cloud and Pillar of Fire to the Jjraelires in 
their journey to Canaan which was a Type 
of Heaven; the Cloud they conld ſee by 
Dy, and the Pillar of Fire by Night; fo 
this Standard of Tiuth wil direct you 
in ycur Travel to the Heavenly Cara- 
an > Let this be the Rule and Mezſure 
of your Though's, Words and. Actr 


Ons, 


It a workman that is a Builder hath a 
E 4 Rule 


| jet to him ; then to be ſubje& to Chrils 
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examines his Work by his Rule, but makes 
his Eye his Rul-; if he doth not bring his 
Rule ® his work every litle while, to ſee 
whether his work be right, if he worketh 
on and never mind his Rule; What fad 


x00 The Standard of Truth. | 


Rule to work by, if he goes on and never 


work wilil ke make ? Pu: a Prudent Skil.. | 


ful workman wil! ay, I will rot truſt mine 
Eye too much, but I will Inok to my Rule, 
my Rule will not fail me ; it there be bad 
work, it will diicover it to me, that I may 
mend it before I go :ny further : "Thus a 
diſcreet Workman will © >» bring his Rule 
to his Work, and vſe his Line z#d Plunz:et 
that he may make it Workman iike; He 
will fay, it ] let my Rule alone and not 
make uſe of ir, but work as I pleaſe and 
truſt to mine Eye, no wonder if I make bad 
work, and whar ] build fall down again, 
and tumble about mine Ears, 

You to whom God hath given the Stan=- 
dard of Truth 2s a rule and meaſure to Go- 
vern your Thoughts, Words and Actions 
by : Let every thing be tryed with it before 
you Die and leave this World : If you do fo 
and make this your daily praQtice ; then ask 
your ſelves, and you will be able to tell your 
ſelves, and te}l me, and ſay, I have now ob- 
tzined more hopes of Gads Favour and a 

greater 


DO ITS 3 ob Fs Oe hag 


us now be Wiſe, and Improve our time for 


our Eternal Advantage; let us walk Cir- 


cumpe&ly, that is, lock round about us, 
Conſider our ways, and try all our Thoughts 
Words and Actions, by the Standard of 
Truth s To Day ( My Friends) while it «e 
called to Day, hear the Voice of God, and 
harden not joar Hearts, and receive that Hea- 
venly Counſel, that is tendered to you, that 
you may be partakers of the Inheritance, 
among the Saints in Light, 


Hi: Prayer after Sermon, 


Lefſed and Eternal Father, Thou baſt 
brought forth thy Glorious Name, and 
Revealed thy Power, and thy Mighty Arms 
and thou haſt cauſed a Remnant to bow, and 
Worſhip at thy Appearance: Thou art Won- 
derfal, Thy Majeſty is Great, they that do 
behold thee, will with Reverince Worſhip be- 


fore thee, Thy Power is gone forth, and hath 


reached the Hearts of thy People; Thou haſt 
humbled thim, and ſubjeted them to thy Di- 
—: E 5 Tine 


The Standard of Truth, ror” 
1 greater ſenſe of his Love, and goodneſs to ' 
{ me than ever I had before. The Apoſtle 
7 doth exhort us to Falk Circumſpettly not as 
Fools, but as Wiſe Redeeming the time, We 
| have ſpent a great deal of time in vain ; ler 


\ 
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vine Almighty Power; that they might ap- * 
pear m the Earth to the Praiſe and Glory of | 
thy great Name: And O Lord as thou haſt | 
begun a great Work in the Earth, ſo thou baſs | 
committed this Work to thy Servants, and \ 
Children, that bear thy Name among the Sons || 
of Men; that they ftwuld ſhew forth thy Right- 
ouſneſs, among the Itbabitants of the Earth; | 
and our Souls have ſaid many a time, Who & © 
ſufficicnt for theſe things? All our fitneſs and © 
ſufficiency, our meetneſs and preparation us from | 
thee : Do thou Reveal thy Power, and make | 
bare thy Almighty Arm. 


We have found | 
thy Preſence from day to day, and thou haſt © 
upheld them that know thy Hove, O Graci- | 
ores God of Life, herein we have encourage- 
ment to go on in the Work which thou haſt 
called ws to; hereby we are enabled to Worſhip | 
befire thee, and to fer up living Praiſes unto | 
thy great Name, fer that Kefreſhment and conſo- | 
lation, which th.u haſt Miniſtred unto thy 
Pecple > And, O living Father, We have |} 
never waited on the in vain, whenſocwver we © 
have met tegether in thy Name, We have | 
found thy Divine Preſence, and the opening of | 
the Treaſures of thy Lowe ; of thy Wiſdom, and 7 
cf thy Favour to thy Children : So that frem {| 
day to day, and even at this day, thouremem- 
bereft thy People, and thou giveſt them freſh 


occaſion 


nm % OS 


"Y ts GY w 8WTw, » we 


Hts Prayer after Sermon 10J 
occaſion to draw nigh to thee, and receive ther 
daily nouriſhment and ſffrength from the ope- 
ration of thy Power : O lrving God of Life, 
gather up the Hearts of thy People more and 
more, and draw them into a nearneſs to-1bY 
ſelf, that their Underſtandings may be mo-e 
and more opened to diſcern thy Will, and ſub- 


Jett themſelves to thy Wiſdom ; that every 


Thought that u exalted againſt thy Divine 
Power, and living Voice in their own Conſ(ct- 
ences may be brought down ; that ſo all the 
Nations of the Earth may bow before thee ; 
that ſo thy Truth may Reign, and thy Power 
may be exalted, and the Righteouſneſs which 
thou haſt* Revealed, may ſhine forth more and 
moregin the Brightneſs and Glory of it and en- 
lighten thoſe that are afar off that they may bz 
brought to ſeek after Gd, And L v ng Gad 
of Lite, let rh: ſe that are hewed down under 
the Weight of Sin, be ſupporied and railed ut x 
and thoſe that are weary, and Heat'y Laden, 
let them have reſt to their Sculs, Powerfiil 
Gad of Life, keep thy People in a frejſh and 
living Sence of thy love, and of thy Heaven: 
Iy Vertue, by which thou nturiſheſt thy Chil- 


dren, and ſatisfieſ# them from day t) day; © 


Not only when they ae met togeth:r, but 


3 when they are ſeparated from ons another » 


| let thy People be preſerved from the Evil of 


ie 


| 14 His Prayer after Sermon. | 


the World, while they are init, and let thy | 
Wiſdom and Power give them ors over it, | 
that thou mayeft have the Glory of all thy Mer- | 
cies and Bleſſings, vouchſafed to them : For | 
| thou alone art worthy, who art God over all || 
Bleſſed for Ever, and Ever, Amen, 


Am ——_ 


Sermon V. 


Y | 
The great Duty of Remem:- | 
br:ag our Creatour. I 


Preached at Devonſhire-Houſe, 
April, 6. 1692. 


'T HERE i only One Living and Trae | 
God, Creatour of Heaven and Earth, | 
whom weare obliged to ſerve and Worſhip; | 
I have ſo much Charity as to believe, there | 
are none among us but will own and Ac- # 
knowledge this: And my Soul wiſheth that 2% 
this Obligation did always reſt upon every |} 
ones 
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1 ones mind, that they night © Remember 
| © their Creatour, that hath given us all Life 


- |} © and Breath ; and continued all our bleflings 


© to us, that ſo every one might apply their 
; © Hearts unto that Univerſal Duty, that we 
# . © are all conviriced of. 

| © And they that are thus imployed, and 
© exerciſed ; they are confidering, how, and 
* after what manner they may quit and dif 
© charge their Duty, and perform the Obli- 


« -ation that lies upon them, ſo that it may '. 


© be accepted at the hands of God; I ſpeak 
& now of thoſe that are conſiderate, not of 
© thoſe that go on in a Form of Religion, 
« and matter not nor Regard whether they 
& are accepted of God or no ; but all thar 
<< are Conſcientious towards God, they are 
6 defirous to ſerve God, and Worſhip him, 
« (fo as they may be acceptable to him) fo 
© ro perform duties that they may rcceive 
© their reward, and that Encouragement, 
© that God in all Ages, hath diſcovered and 
* made manifeſt to be in his Purpoſe towards 
* them that truly ſerve him, | 
When People come to this Conſideration 
how they may ſerve God aright, and wors- 
ſhip him acceptably, the Lord is nigh unto 
them to inſtruct them, to teach them, and. 
guice them in that way that is Everlaſting > 


-— As» 


I And bleſſed be his Holy Name, agreat many 


in our days have met with this Divine Teg- 
ching and Inſtruction 5 and are taught in 
this Age, as in former Ages, to Underſtand 
the Worſhip of God that he requires, that 
' 1s 1n Spirit and Truth; and do find that the . | 
Father doth ſeek fuch Worſhipers, and 
where he tinds them, he rewardsthem: And 
they have an Anſwer of Peace in their 
 Boſoms, and they are encouraged to go on 
' in the Worſhip, and ſervice of God to the 
end of their days, 

And it is a great mercy, and benefit, a 
great blefiing that God hath beſtowed upon 
a Remnant; fo opened their Underſtandings 
to let them ſee, and know the way of being 
near to God, that fo People may know 
whom they Worſhip; for you haveRead,there 
have been Worſhipers that do worſhip they 
know not what: As our Saviour ſaid to the 
Woman of Samaria, You worſhip, you know 
wot what: We know what we worſhip, fo 
all that are taught of God do know which 
is the Firſt Leſſon of Chriſtianity, as the 
Apoſtle faith, He that cometh to God muſt 
firſt know and believe, That be is, That is, 
People muſt firſt be ſenſible, that there is a 
God, and that he is a Rewarder of them 
that 
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that diligently ſeek him, before they can 
rightly Worſhip him. 

Now for want of this knowledge, the 
World is ſcattered, and People are divided 
into a great many ſorts of Worſhips, and 
Faſhions, and ways of Religions, for want 


of the Knowledye of the true Worſhip, of 


the True and Living God; ſo that though 
Men are Univerſally Convinced, that there 


is a God; and that a worſhip is due to him 


from every one of us, yet People are con- 
founded, ſcattered, and divided about the 
performance of their great Duty: And in 
the Day that the Lord hath viſited his Peo- 
ple he hath come to Anſwer this doubr, 
and Queſtion for them; it hath been the 


great Queſtion of the World, and is ftill of 


many Thouſands: I know we ſhould Wor- 
ſhip God, but I know not the way and man- 
ner wherein to find acceptance; The Lord 
hath Anſwered that Queſtion in abundance, 
They that have Ears to hear, let them hear 
what the Spirit ſaith; there is a ſhort Anſwer 
to it all, 

Let People profeſs what Religion they 
will, there is no acceptance with God, bur 
through Chriſt; ſo that if People come to 
be of this, and thar, and the other Rehgi- 
on, and caange their Religion never ſo often, 
| and 


108 The great Duty of 
they come not to Chriſt, they come not to 
him, in whom they may find acceptance ; 
in him God is well pleaſed with every ore, 
but out of him, he is pleaſed with never a 
one: The great Miſtery of Religion, 1t lies 
in Chriſt, People muſt come to God, by 
Faith in hims for without Faith it 18 1m- 
poſiible to picaſe God ; let Peopte per:orm 
never fo much ſervice, " and datics, all muft 


{ : paſs through the hands of the Mcdiatour, 


before ever their performance will rezch un- 
to God, or betore Peace and Comfurt wall 
reach to any Mans Soul. Therefore, it is 
the wiſeſt way for every one. that would 
have acceprance with God to come to him, 
in the Name of the greac Mediatour ; Peo- 
ple would be glad to have acceprance with 
God, 
back upon them, as Cajns was; every one 
that will have acceptance with God, muſt 
come this way, there 1s but one way. 

It is not the way that Men have invented, 
ſome by their Works and M:rits ; ſome by 
their made Faiths, and made Bzliefs ; and 
by divers Articles, and Principles, 
this Principle, and the other Principle 3 bur 
our Lord and Creatour, he hath found out 


one way in his Infincze Wiſdom, and un- 
ſpeakable 


and go from one Religion to another : If 


and not to have their {ervices turned : 


holding 
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ever-loſt, and could never return to God by 
all his Sacrifice, Offerings, and perform- 
ances; he was never able to return into 


Unity with his Maker: If God had not 
found out a way ; and the way that God 
bath found our, is by his Beloved Son Jeſus 


| Chriſt; God ſpared not, He ſpared not 


What ? He ſpared not hb only begotten Son, 


Why, what did he do with him ? He gave,  .. 
him for the Life of the World; in him that * 


God gave, there is Life: Ir pleaſed the 
Lord that his Son ſhould have Life in him, 
as the Father had Life in himſelf; for 
Chriſt was with the Father, before the 
World began; in him was Lite and the 
Life was the Light of Men. Fohn, Ti 4; 
It was no Created Life, that Life, that is 
in his Son is not a Created Life; but it is 
Erernal Life, and it was given for the Life 
of the World, and that Life is the Light 
of M:n: This is the true Light, which 
lighteth every | Man that cometh into the 
World; fo that here is the Dignity of that 
Life which God hath beſtowed upon us ; 
we are indued with that Life, which was 
with the Father through Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
fore the World was: Let us Confader the 
Dignity of thax Lighr, that we are lighted 
with, The 
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ſpeakable Mercy to Mankind, thar was fot | 


| 
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The Queſtion is, whether we ſhould obey | 


this Light or no: It is the Queſtion of 
every ones Iam enlightned, ſairn a Man, 
{hall-I obey it or no? If I obey, I muſt 
rake up a Croſs, and part with my beloved 
Luſt, and Corruption: No doubt of thar, 
we muſt periv*3ic People to do thar, before 
we can bring them to Heaven,and happineſs 


and Fellowſhip with God 3 it mult not be by 


B that way they loſt it, but by the contrary | 


way, by which Ged will bring Men to 
Happineſs again: They Icft it by Trans- 
greiſicn, and Sinning againſt God, by this 
way ard means Men came out cf the Pre- 
ſence and Favour: of God, by what way 
ſhall they obtain it again? Shall it be by 
committing Iniquity, and breaking Gods 
Law? No, here 1s the way that God hath 
found out ro bring poor Man back again to 
himſelf ; by the Suffering ane Obedience of 
his Son J<ſus Chrift; He bath given to him 
all Power in Heaven and Earth, that all 
ſhould be Sutj:& to him ; here is a Dignity 
which Chriſt hath obtained, | 

It comes to the Queſtion with us whether 
we are injlightned, ( Now we know we are 
Enlightned) God hath beſtowed ſomething 
upon us, that Wars and Fights againſt Sin 
and Iniquity: How came we by it? Is1t 
any 


1 > © as. nd. LOCO oe aa. oo % ©. I A 5 


Remembring our Creatour. 


Corrupted and Defiled; becauſe the Carnal 


| mind i enmity againſt God, fer it is not ſub- 


jefh ro the Law «f God, neither indeed can be; 
yer there is ſumething in me that Anſwers 
the pure Law of God, that which makes 
me to hate things that are Reproveable; 
that is Light: How came [ by it? Irs 
not Natural, for then it weuid run Parallel 
with that Natural Icclination, that is in my 


Soul to lead me, further, ard further from - © 


God, Theſe are fet in oppoſition one a» 
gainſt another, the Fl-ſh and the Spirit ; 
The Fleſh Lufteth againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the Fleſh. Here is part of an 
inward War,that you may be all ſerfible of. 
Now theſe two Warriors, the Ficſh and the 
Spirit make War one againſt another, and 
one of them is over come : Ir 1s true, there 
is ſuch a Principle in me that ſtrives again ft 
Sin, and Corruption sz How came you by 1 ? 
If you believe the Scriptures, I ſay, it is the 
Life of the Son of God, that lightzth every 
Man that cometh into the World, Now 
many that have rejxted and deſpiſed rhe 
Light, I believe they did not think at the 


ſame time to mock, and make a ſcorn of 


the Life of Jeſus, though it was really fo , 


but if People came to a true eſteem and 
value. 


iis I) 
any faculty in Nature? No Nature is *' 


I12 The great Duty of 
value of that Light, that God hath planted 


in the Soul ; they would give more reverence : 


and reſpe&t ro it: It is this that brings 
thoſe that Preach Chriſt, to Preach him 
in thoſe terms, and under thoſe Denomina- 
tions that he is nigh them. 

We do not doubt of Chrifts being bern 
of a Virgin in the Land of Canaan, and 
that he wrovght Miraclesz- and Preack- 
ed many Godly Sermons; and that he was 
Crucifred, Dead and Buried,. and Roſe a- 
gain from the Dead, for theſe things are 
certainly true; we would have him our 
Saviour in this Age, we would have a nearer 
knowledge of him, and a ſenſe and feeling 
of the virtue of that Power by which he 
faved them that lived in former Ages : He 


1s not a Chriſt and a Saviour of one Ape + 


only, bur of all Ages to this Day, from 
Adam to the laſt Man that ihall live upon 
' the Farth: That Age and Ceneration that 
| knoweth not Chriſt will not be ſaved by 
him ; if there he any Age wherein he 1s 
not known : There is no other Name under 
Heaven by which you can be faved ; if 
you ask 'where is this Savieur 2 Say not in 
thy Heart who ſhall Aſcend into Heaven, 
that s, to bring down Chriſt from ahve ; 
or who ſhall Deſcend ints the deep, b- Is, 

to 


Se CE oe oe” oe a Wh a his ih LITER 


F OW CC UP bs 


< Ee p —_ ———— TVEu= e oy TS 


( to brivg up Chriſt again from the Dead2) 


| The word « nigh thee, even inthy mouth; 
| end in thy Heart ; that is, the Word of 


Faith which we Preach, He 1s nigh thy 
Soul, he is the Lord of Life and a Quicken- 
ning 'Spirit: If I know.. that Quickening 
Spirit, after this I know the Lord Chriſt, 
when he comes to work in me by his Power 
changing ty Heart, and trinf{lating me 
from Death to Life ; then I know the true 
Chriſt; God hath manifeſted in all Ages that 
It is the Duty of People ro come to the 
kaowledge of the Son of God, for he hath 
ſent forth his Spirit for to teach us, and to 
lead us into all truth, 

For when Chriſt was with his Diſciples 


| he rold them that he would pray the Father, 


and he ſhouid ſend the Spirit the Comforter 
and when he came he would be known by 
his Divine and Inward Teachings and Ope- 
rations, guiding and leading them into all 
Truth; that was his work to them : But 
what ſhall other Folks do» He w:!l be 
made known to others too ; When he comes 
He ſhall convince the World of Sin, So that 
hi: work te his Diſciples was, to lead rhem 
into all Truth ; and his work ta the Wo. id 
1s, to convince the World of Sin. Who 
will deny but that there is a Spirit in our 
Age, 
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Age, as well as in other Ages that will con- 


that convinceth the World o 
the Spirit of the QUAKERS only? 
When People come to conſider really and 
truly how they may ſerve God aright, they 


_ will find there is no ſerving God aright un- 


leſs they come to Chriſt the Mediator, that 
in and by him they. may put up ſuppplicatie 


"ons to God, and through him they may expect | 


at the hands of God Peace and comfort ; and 

there 18 no other way, nor never will be, 
The Fews they had another way, they 
had an outward way of ſerving God, this 
ſtood in divers Offerings, - Sacrifices, Waſh. 
ings and Obſervations ;z this wasa way of 
worſhip of Gods own inſtitution to that Peo- 
ple, bur what came of it> When the Apoſtle 
came to graſp it, he faid, The commers there- 
unto were not made perfef} : What were the 
tranſpreſſors of ir then > They that would 
ſin on, and continue infin z and not bring 
2 Goat or a Ram or other Oblation ; they 
that did obſerve it and came up to the 
point of the Law, they did bring their 
Offering when they were convinced of their 
Sin - If a man ſinned he was to bring a Hee 
Goat, and to bring it to the Door of the 
Tabernacle ; but when he finned, the conſci- 
ence 


[ 


vince men of Sin ? Is this the « yu of God | 
Sin, or is 1t | 


COT de. 2 es a we... es BS os -” © OO DB 


os AE. ET. AG  9S. x. 71 


od " 4 DW EET 4 
.*F 


Remembring our Creatour. 115 


ence of fin, the guilt of fin remained upon 
him. For it was impoſſible, (aith the Apoſtle, 


| that the Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould take 


away the Sin : Forif the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer ſprinkling 
the Unclean Santtifieth to the Purifying of 
the Fleſh 5 how much more ſhall the Blood of 
Chriſt who through the Eternal Spirit Offered 
kimſelf without ſpot to God, Purge your 
Conſciences from Dead works to ſerve the 
Living God? 

When there 1s no hope of attonement 
and reconciliation with God by all thoſe 
off. rings under the Law, he tells you of one 
offering of the Son of God himſelf through 
the Eternal Spirit by which: he became a 


a Propitiations for thus will it do : If I be- 


lieve that Chriſt offered an Holy Offering 
to the Father for my fins, I believe he offered 
his Body and that through the Erernal Spti- 
rir, that he, might be a propitiation for fin, 
and take away fins and have Power over 


Sin and Death, and conquer Death and 


Darkneſs : the Apoſtle drives the matter far- 
ther, you muſt come to the inward Work of 
this outward Offering, this Erernal Offering 


"that was in due time Offered to God; you 
muſt come to know the Operation of it by 


the ſprinkling of the Heart from an evil 
| Conſctence 
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116 The great Duty of 
Conſcience, fo that there was to be an Appli- 
catory Faith for the offering of that ; The 
way to a Saviour was not made by Man, 
no more than the way of Salvation by 
Chriſt was found out by Man : No more 
than the Application of the benefits is effeCted 
by min, | 

W here 1t pleaſeth God to call a People 
by his Grace, he calleth them to his Son, 
not by this and the other Form : No mas 
cometh to me, ſaith Chriſt, excepe the Fa- 
ther which bath ſent me draw him. The 
firit ching that a Man or Woman comes to 
be aware of, is the! ſecret ſenſe and feeling 
of rhe Lords Divine Power upon the Heart, 
to ſcek Chriſt Jeſus : As ſoon as they feel 
this -and embrace it, this will be a Token 
of the Love of God; I hope all this Con- 
gregation Will acknowledge that they 


have ſometimes felt his drawings, and i 


that they have not embraced and cloſed 
with chem ſo well as they ought, 

When the People are aware of theſe 
drawings Inwardly ro Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs and are ſenſible that they ſhould 
with care and intention cloſe with them for 
the good of their Poor Souls ; and that it 
concerns them ro be happy in the other 
World, that World that is to come? and 
there- 


therefore reſolve to be led by theſe drawings 
of the Spirit of God theſe are not weeds 
chat grow im the Field Naturally : Theſe 
are ſparks of Divine Fire kindled in the 
Hearts of Men by God himſelf; No Man 


comes unto God, till God cometh to him 


and touches him,and gives him ſenſe and mo» _ 


tion ; theſe are the motions and ſtirrings of 
Gods Holy Power in the hearts of mary that 


are wicked and Abominable. Yet the Lord-* © 


doth not deſpiſe the work of his own hands, 
but reacheth to ſuch. | 


When the Lord meets with theſe that 


Deſpiſe not but highly Prize this wonderful 
Grace, and Cloſe with ir, and are Glad of 
it ; ſuch a one faith, I feared that the Lord 
had forgotten me, and had paſſed me by and 
had. done with me ; but I fee he Viſits me 
again, and he hath «Viſited my Soul this 
Day, inclining me to walk more anſwerably 
and ſuitably to his Love, he hath doubled his 
Power upon me and hath kindled a holy Fire 
in my Heart, and cauſed me to feek after 
him : He hath touched my Heart, and I 
will Pour out my Soul in Supplication, ſce- 
ing he hath touched me :; He will take hold 
of e by his Power and he will keep me 
from being any more drawn away, | will 
live in the ſenſe of his Power and mercy 


A: HP TI: 
” "aembring our Creatour. 117 _ 


F that / 


1A 


GR We 


Ii8 The great Duty of , 


that keeps me Night and Day, that I may 
encreaſe in it, and grow in Grace. 

| When the Lord meets with ſuch a one 
he will draw him to the way that he hath 
appointed, none can come unto me, ſaith 
Chriſt, except the Father which hath ſent me 
draw him. If 1 am drawn, into what form 
{hall I go now ? And what Ordinance ſhall 
I rake up now ? This is all under Feet : 


+-This is none of my Work, I will come to 


Chriſt the Mediatour, and he will take the 
Government and Rule of me ; It is not my 
beſt way to ſtudy for a form and an outſide 
Religion. I will wait upon that Power that 
bath thus rouched my Heart, that he may 
by degrees bring me to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, : 

But ſome are ready to fay, Who and 
What is this Chriſt Jeſus that you are ſpeak- 
ing of, that Immediate Chriſt Jefus that is | 
extant and preſent ; that I am to have to be 
the Object of my Faith ? That I may be- 
lieve in him, and come to Acquaintance of 
bims that I may partake of the Life of 
Chriſt Jeſus and have it Communicated to 

It is true we have not a thought, or a 
word to ſpeak; that may Derogate from the 
wonderful Grace of Chriſt, who died in his 
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perſon on Earth for the ſalvation of our . 
Souls: Yet we muſt know that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt may be Spiritually prefent with 
us, and take the Government of us, and we 
are to be ſubje& to him, How ſhall this be > 
I am ſpeaking of one that hath felt the Fa- 
thers Drawings when he draws them to his 
Son, and draws them to ſomething that is 
Holy and Pure ; This God the Father hath 
begotten ; we read in Scripture z that God 15 
bath begotten Chrift who is the only begotten of - 
the Father, Ir is ſtrange, you will fay, to 
ſpeak of begetting Chriſt again, God begets 
Chriſt again, that 1s, ſpiritually, he being the 
firſt born in many Brethren, in every true - 
Believer, and there is a travel of Soul that 
Chriſt may be Formed in him. | 
See what 'Ttavel of Soul the Apoſtle 
Paul falls into the ſecond time, for the Gala- 
tians : They were a brave People,they wor- 
ſhiped God in the Spirit and believed in Chrift 
Jeſus, and afterwards they came to be ſeduced 
by falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers; that 
ſet them about their Works, and told them 
that they could not be Juſtited and faved 
without their own Works: Theſe falſe 
Teachers that came among them, were as . 
bad as Popiſh Prieſts and Friers. It is mor- 
your Obedience to Chriſt , and the Spiric 
F 2 will 
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will fave you, you mult be doing : So theſe 
Poor People were deluded and bewitched, to 
give you the Apoſtles own Words, and fo 
they were Infatuated, and drawn away from 
the Simplicity.of the Goſpel, and they thought 
by the works of the Law to obtain Salvati- 
on, The Apoſtle writes a Letter to them, 
and tells them that he traveled in birth a- 
gain till Chriſt was formed in them, If this 
was not Scripture it would look like a ftrange 
work, there muſt be a forming of Chriſt . 
a Birth there muſt be, and a begetting ; Who 
muſt beget in this and that moment ? But 
the fame that begar from the beginning, the 
fame 1s the Father, he begets Chrift in all 
that believe and obey the Goſpel, He is be- 
getting ſomething in me that is Holy, though 
JI be unholy ; the Father by the Operation 
of his Divine hand begets ſomething in me 
that is Holy : This I find though I am not 
ſo good as I ſhould be, I have that given 
me that will tell me, that the more I adhere 
and joyne my ſelf in my deſires and Aﬀections 
to this good Principle, the more I ſhall per. 
take of the Quality of ir; this good Principle, 
though it be like a /ittle Grain of Muſtard- 


'.. feed, I cannot tell what to compare it to for 
\ Littleneſs, in compariſon of the Great Lump 


- and Maſs of Sin, Corruption and Filthy- 


neſs, 
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neſs, that Wars againſt it, This will Over- 
ſpread all that is bad and make me Holy, as 
that is Holy, Pure as that is Pure, and to 
have a Love to Him from whence it came, 
even to God and Chriſt, It will gather the 
AﬀeQions from Corruptible things, and place 
them upon things above, 

This Faich tells People that it is the ſub- 
france of things boped for 5 and the evidence _ 
of things net ſeen, ſuch a one lives by Faith, + 
ſuch a one that comes to be joyned to thar, 
that is begotten of the Father : He lives by 
the Faith of the Son of God, and can de 
nothing of himſelf bur through Chriſt that 
ſtrengthens him, They ſay unto God, I per- 
ceive I can do nothing without thee, I can- 
not Pray unto thee, nor ſerve thee, of my 


| ſelf I can do nothing acceptably, but through 


Chriſt the Mediator ; ſuch a one becomes 
like a little Child, and ke muſt be Led, and 
who muſt Lead him bur ihe Spirit of Chrift ? 


You cannot Preach, faith one to him, 


\ unleſs you be moved by the Spirit : You 


cannot Pray till you be moved by the Spt- 


_rit ; How ſhould I ? Ne, without him I can 


do nothing, I cannot Preach, nor Pray, 
nor do any thing Acceptable ro God the 
Father but by Chriſt, and he hath Revealed 
h1m 10 me, 


F 3 This -.. 
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This is no new Doctrine, we ſec the new 
and Living way : It was an old way to 
old Chriſtians, and a new way to the new ; 
and ſo a Thouſand Years hence, tf the 
World laſt fo long, - Men will ſee that they 
cannot do any thing pleaſing to God, bur as 
they are gathered into Chriſt, they will fee 
their own Righteouſneſs, works and doings 
will avail them nothing at all. This 1s all 
laid at the feer of Jeſus whom GoJ hath 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to be 
Lord and Ring, 

Now my Friends, we are engaged in this 
Age, abundantly engaged to offer thanks to 
God, through Jefus Chriſt,that he hath pro» 
videc and opened a wey for the ſending forth 


'the Spirit of his Son: And that God hath 


gathered a People, and hath made known ta 
them the way of Life, that they might walk 
in it ; but there is no walking in ir but 


through a Daily Croſs, end felt-denial : Tt 


38 not likely that a Man ſhould be broughc 
back to God the ſame way that he went cut 
from God, and the Prophers and Apoſtles 
do allude to this turning ro God, When thou 
turneſt afide to the right Hand or to the left, 
thou ſhalt hear a Voice behind thee ſaying, this 


| & the waywalk in it. 


There is a Voice that calls to People in 
our 
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our Days to look behind them, for they are 


- out of ;the way : This Prophecy is fulfilled in 


our Days ; we cannot turn away from the 
g00d ways of God, but we may hear a 
Voice behind us ſaying, thou art {inning a- 
gainſt God, and breaking the Holy Law of 
God. Now if People return, it mult be 
by the Crofs; I will not return to Gad, ſaich 
one, [ have Pleaſure, Profit and Honour , 
and whatſoever my Heart can defire- in 
this evil way that I am walking in, if I re- 
turn I ſhall have nathing but ſhame and Re- 
proach, I ſhall be undone and ruined ; and 
I ſhall loſe the Favour and Friendſhip of my 
Friends and Relations ! I cannot rerurn rq 
God but through a Daily Croſs, and ſelf 
Denial ; What then? It's hkelier to be the 
right way, this bearing the Croſs. 

Chriſt rells us If any will come after me 
let bim deny himſelf and take up bu Croſs 
and follow de, This Voice of Chriſt calls 
me to repent and turn from Sin, and giveth 
me a ſtrong Argument, that it is true, that 
1t 13 the ſame way that will bring me back to 
Gad by the Mediator, Ir brings its own 
Evidence with it ; We need no Argument. 
to prove that it is a right way : Ic isa right _ | 
way becauſe ic is the narrow way, Ir is the. 
right Gate, b:cauſe it is the ſtrait Gare: 

F 4 Every 
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'Every body can walk in the broad way with 


eaſe, without any Croſs. 


When People are come thus far that they 
are convinced of thetr Duty, when they are 
called ro amend their Lives and Converfati- 
ons, to forfake their Sins and turn to the 
Lord: This is the great Queſtion now ; 
Have I Power to do this? This Queſtion 
hath ſtumbled a great many 3 when they 
have ſome beginning thoughts of turning to 


_ the Lord, and at laſt they have ſetled them- 


ſelves in a belief that they cannot do it ; it 1s 
true, and nothing truer,that Men Convinced 
of their Sins, have not Power to leave their 
Sins of themſelves : "This is true, but not 
ail the Truth ; co Men that Go convinceth 
of Sin, He gives them Power to be made 
willing to forſake their Sins, | Hz hath 
given Power to all that are in Chriſt Feſus 
ro believe and become the Sons of God ; then 
they have denied uugodlmeſs and Worldly 
Lufts : it they be the Sons of God, and 
live. Righteonſly, Seberly and Godly , in the 

World, | 
Bur what ſhall they co that are ſenſible 
they have not Puwer to forfake their Sin, 
till God is pleaſed ro give them Power ! 
Such have nothing to do but to wait upon 
the Lord, fur the giving of this Power, and 
| | then 
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then I have a Duty Incumbent to me to 
Anfwer this Power. The Apoſtle upon this 
ſubject rells us what People are to do for 
their own Converſion : He aſcribes the Pow- 
er of Converſion to Chriſt Jeſus, The 
Prophets and Apoſtles they tell us, there Is 
ſomething for Man to do, that 1s, if he hath 
not Power, he is to be willing to receive it, - 


The Apoftle hath a notable Expreſſion to 


this purpoſe : He puts them in mind, how + 


they uſed to do by the Devil, when they 
were the Devils ſervants, they did obey his 
Commands and yielded their Members fer 
vants to Unrighreouſneſs ; How did they 
yeild ? They aid it Heartily with pleaſure 
and delight; thus you didiwhen you did - 
not know the Power of God, but now you - 
are Come to the knowledge of the Power of 
God. Neld not your Members as Inſtru- © 
ments of unrightecuſneſs unto Sin, but yield 
your ſelyes unto God, as thoſe that are alive 
rom the dead, and your Members as Inſtru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs unto God, Rom, 6, 
13. Let your Minds and wills and Aﬀedti- 
ons, be joyned to that Power which God - 
Vilited you with ; in Love to God, give up 
your Members as Servants unto Righteouſ-- 

neſs, : 
Here is ſomething for Man to do in the 
P's Day 
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may come to that, and experience that ;. this 
ſhews that they are the People of God : Bur 
they that are not a willing People , are 
none of Gods People; but Gods People are 
ſo: And I pray God make you all fo, to 
be a People willing to be Gods People, 
when. he gives you Power, and .it will not 
be long before he gives you Power to for- 
fake your Sins, to forſake thi, and the other 
Fooliſh Proud and vain Attion, and faſhion; 
be hath made Chriſt Jeſus to be Lord and 
King, and he ſhall Reign over Death, he 
hath made all things by Chriſt; and he 1s 
become the Saviour of all Men, but eſpe- 
cially of them that believe ;. ſo that I would 
have a ſpecial Salvation, and thou wouldeft 
bave it too ; Chriſt hath made a way, ard 
opened. a door for us to be ſaved, that we 
might have an abundant entrance into his 
Everlaſting Kingdom, Put I would have a 
ſpecial Salvation, that will invet me with 
the Love of God in my Heart before I die, 
Ic. is to be had only through Chriſt, there- 
fore to bim will I come; to lim muſt every 
one come, and every Knee bow to-his Name, 
and every one muft wait to his appearing 
mn the Spirit, When Chriſt appears, Frurh 


_ {firs ; 


Day of Gods Viſitation ; Thy People-ſhall.be- 
willing in the Day of thy Power, That they . 
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ſtirs: Now if a Holy Divine Life is in 
thee, it is He; if a Principle of Truth ſtir 
1n thee, it is He: The fame Jeſus, only in 
a ſmaller Manifeſtation; He that is Faithful 
in a little, He will make him Ruler over 
much, "This is he that God hath ordzined 
ro be the Captain of our Salvation ; this 1s 
that which we Preach in his Nacze, and © 
teſtifie and declare to all People, that there 
1s no other Saviour : - No deiiverance from 
Death and Hell, bur by, and through him 
In him there is Reconciliaticn, and that 
Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; and 
Power over all thofe things, which have - 
Captivated us ; and made us difobey our 
grear Lord and Maker: Let us wait for 
the coming of Chriſt, He is our King, our: 
Lord and Lawgiver, and be will ſave ws: 
This was the cry of his People of ON, for 
the glorious and great Salvation he hath 
given, and. the Work he hath wrought, 
Let the Prayers and Supplications of all 
People that delire Salvation, be put up more 
and more ; ths: he will viſit the Earth, and_ 
give Power from avove, and bring us into 
that New and Living Way, which he bath 
conſecrated for us, through the Vail ; thar 
is to ſay, his Fleſh; to whom þe Glory for 
Ever, and Ever, Amen, 

| His | 
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BY ed and Eternal Father, thou haſt 
Fought forth thy Gloriouw Name; and 
revealed thy Powerful and mighty Arm: 
Thorn haſt cauſed a Remnant to bow and War- 
ſhip at thy appearance; thou art wonderful O 
Lord, thy Majeſty us great, and they that 
behold thy Gloriozs appearance will bow, 
and with humble Reverence Worſhip before 
thee: Thy Power u gore forth, and hath 
reached the Hearis of thy Pecyle; theu baſs 
humbled them, and ſubj:@ed thera to thy Di- 
vine Almighty Power, that they might ap- 
pear in the Earth ; to the Praiſe and Glory of 
tby great Name, And O Lerd as thou haſt 
begun a great Werk in the Earth, ſo thou baſt 
committed thu great Work to thy Servants, 
and Children that bear thy Name amon 

#he Sons of Mens that they ſhould ſhe forth 
thy Righteouſneſs among the Inhabitants of the 


Earth: And our Souls have ſaid many 


times, who is fit and ſufficient for theſe things? 
All cur ſufficiency and Preparation # from thee ; 
do thou make bare thine Arm, and Reveal 
and make known thy Power: We have 
found thy Preſence with ws, from day to day, 


ll and thou haſt upheld them that know thy 


Love 
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Lowe, © Glorious God of Life, herein we 
have Encouragement to go on, in the work 
that thou baſt called ws to: Hereby we are 
enabled to Worſhip” before thee, and to offer up 
Lo Praiſes to thy great Name, for that 


” Conſolation; that thou haſt Miniſtred unts 


thy People, And O living Father, we have 
never waited upon on thee in Vain, when ever 
we have met together in thy Name, we have 
found thy Divine preſence, and the opening of 


the Treaſures of thy Love, of thy Wiſdom, and 


of thy Favour unto thy Children; ſo that 
from day to day, and even at this day thou 
remembreſt thy People, and give(# them freſh 
occaſious to draw nigh to thee; and to receive 
their daily nouriſhment, and frength from the 
Operation of thy Power. O living God of | 
Life, gather up the Hearts of thy People 

more and more unto thy ſelf, and draw them 
into a nearneſs to thy ſelf; that their Un- 
derſtandings may be. more. .apened, to diſcern 
thy will, and ſubject themſelyes. to thy Wiſe 
dom : that every thought that is exalted a- 
gainſt thy Divine Power, and living Voice 
in their own Conſciences, may be brought 
down ; That ſo all the Nations of- the Earth 
may bow before thee, that. ſothy truth may 
Reign, and thy Power may be exalted, and 
the Righteouſneſs which thou haft revealed, 
may : 
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ray (hine out more and more, in the bright- 
nels and glory of it ; and inlighten thoſe that 
are afar off, that they may be brought to ſeek 
after thee. And O thou living God of life, 
and power, let thoſe that are bowed down 
under the weight of Sin, be ſupported and 
raiſed up: And let thoſe that are weary 
and heauy laden, have reft to their Souls, 
Powerful God of life, keep thy People in the 


freſh and living ſenſe of thy love; and of thy 


Heavenly Vertue, by which thou nouriſheſ# 
thy Children, and ſatisfieſt them from Day to- 
Day, not- only when they are met togetber, 
but when they are ſeparated from one another 
let thy People be preſerved from the World, 
while they are in it, and let thy Wiſdom and 
Power give them Viftory over it : That 
thou mayeſt have the Glory of all thy Aﬀercies, 
and Bleſſings wouchſafed to them, for thou 


alone art worthy, who art God over all Bleſe 
ſed for Ever, and Ever. 


Amen, 


Cermon VI. 


Sermon VI. 


The Divine Monitor : 
OR, -. 
Light from Heaven. 


Preached at Grace-Church- 
Street. June, 19. 1692. 


FT is a great Priviledge to the Sons and 
Davghters of Men ; that it hath pleaſed 
God Almighty to open a way, how they 
may come to the true Rnowledge of him- 
{-]1f: And O.that there was a Heart in every 
one of us that could rightly prize this Pri- 
viledge, as they ought to do: for in the 
Knowledge of the true God, conlifts our 
true Happineſs; and without this,the wind of 
no Man or Woman can be be good : there is 
nothing ſeaſons the mind and Soul of Man, 
and prepares,and fits it for aneverlaſting well- 
=>. 7 TE 
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being ; but the Divine Knowledge of the 
living God that made him: And there is a 
Propenfity in the Soul of Man, even 
fince the Fal), to return again to God ; and 
to have that acquaintance, and Communion 
with the Lord that Man had before he fell ; 
and they that have regard to thar inward 
ſpark of Divine Love, that they find in their 
own Souls towares God, they will cxperi- 
ence that the Lord is merciſul and Gracious, 
and Propitious to that which 1s of him- 
ſelf, | | 
For though the Soul is Icſt, and Man 
is loſt through transgrefſion, and a great Alte- 
nation is happened between nim and his 
Maker ; yet the Mercy of the Lord endurerh 
for ever, And his kindneſs and favour to loſt 
Man is ſuch, that he ftrerch«<th out his band 
all the day long; and preſents, and offers 
to the Children of Men, a Friendſhip and 
Acquaintance, and a Communton again with 
him 5 and though by Sin and Transgreſiien 
there 1s a rebellous Na ture grown up inthe 
Sons and Daught ers of Men yet the Soul 
of Man is not wh olly fo, there. 18 ſomething 
that ſtrives and labours in a contrary way, 
and perſuades the Soul to turn again unto 
the Lord, and to wait for the knowledge of 
God, and whoſoever hearkens with care and 
; uo diligence 
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diligence to that Divine Monitor that is daily 
drawing and perſuading People to ſeek at« 
rer God, they come to underftand that the 
Lord is not fo Angry with Mankind, bur 
his Love and Mercy and Good-will reaches 
towards all the Sons and Daughters of Men; 
and the Bar that hinders their Communion 
with God, and Peace with God ; it 1s not 
in the Lord, but it is in themſelves; and 
therefore the remedy muſt. be wrought in 
rhemſelves, 

This 15s: evident to every Eye, that there 
3s ſomething gotten into Mankind, which 
the Holy God cannot own, and can never 
have fellowſhip with : Thar is, another con- 
trary Spirit hath wrought upon the Souls of 
People ; and hath ſeduced and drawn them 
out to that which is unholy and -contrary te 
God, and the terms of Gods Covenant 
with "Mankind ; which 1s, that he ſhould 
forfake that which the contrary Spirit bath 
wrought : Ler the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous Man his thoughts. 
Why fhould he forſike his ways 2 Becauſe 
the Lord-never l:d him to thoſe ways : He 
that made him never led him into them, 
but the Devil the Enemy of Mankind fecu- 
ced him into thoſe ways z therefore the 
Creatour cries out to him; Let the wicked 


forſake 


cannot dwell. in' his mind fo long as- evil 
thoughts are in it; ſo may. the Lord com- 
plain of the works which the - Devil hath 
wrought, that Man is. carryed away from 
| God by his evil thoughts, and. the works of 
the Devi). 

| Why doth not God deſtroy thoſe works 
when he 18 Almighty and able. to doit ?- 
Very tru?, God is fo ; but he. hath offered 
to: Minkind through the Son of his Love 
a way and means, how Man may come to 
be purged and cleanſed, from . the evil rhat 
the Devil hath- wrought in him; and how 
he may come to' be reconciled to God : 
God: hath. not choſen the way of Coertion 
.and Force, and to work altogether by 
irre{iſtible Power, that Man ſhall go to 
Heaven whether he will or no ; there was 
no force uſed- for his going to Hell and 
Darkneſs, but it- was the choice of his Will : 
The Devil could not have forced Man and 
Ld him away out of Covenant with God, 
he could nor compel him to break the Ho- 
ly Command of God, but the Devil rempt- 
ed him, and he yielded to the Temptation, 
and now Man is driven out of the preſence 
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forſake bis Ways and the unrighteous Man | 


his Thoughts, I cannot have union with | 
him as long as he walks in his evil. ways, I 


of. 
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3 of God; yet God - hath found our a 
7. | way for the Sons and Daughters of Men 
to return again to him; whar, by Force and 
Coertion and Irreſiſtible Power ? No, bur 


4 the Scripture ſaith, he hath offered Faith 
+ | and Salvation to all Men: He hath freely 


Fe | given the Son of his Love out of his own 
boſom, who making higpſelf an Offering 
for fin, hath preſented a way and means for 
Mans returning again to God, | | 
How doth God preſent Chriſt to us ? 
he preſents him to the view of every ones 
mind, to the underſtanding of every Soul, 
He Offers and preſents him for Salvation ro 
the ends of the Earth, There is Damnation 
come in by Man's being ſubject ro Saran : 
But Salvation comes in by his being ſubj & 
to Chriſt ; as Damnation came in by his 
being defiled 5 ſo Salvation came in by his 
being cleanſed : | As the Devil is the Defiler, 
ſo Chriſt is the Cleanſer, and Man 1s the 
object upon which both do work; and 
they that have been defiled: and corrupted 
( as we all have ) by the unclean Spirit : 
Can any of us give a reaſon why: we ſhould 
not be cleanſed by the holy Spirit :- we have 
loft our Right-to Heaven - by Sin and Tranf(- 
greſſion in the firſt Adam : And can any 


give a reaſon why we ſhould not be — 
p & : 
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ed and Redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond | th 
Adam > No reaſon can be given of our Re- | _ 


dewption, but that God is free in his Love, | © 
and Chriſt in his Offering : He hath Offered | ” 
himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin: Every Prieft hath m 
| ſomething ro Offer, This Man, the Man | © 
| Chriſt J5ſus offered himſelf through the E- | P 
| rernal Spirit, a Sacrifice for Sin : And | * 


| now the Sacrific® is Offered, and a Door is x 
|| - opened,and a new and living way conſecrat- 
| ed through the Vail, thatis to ſay his Fleſh, | 


Now who can be wiſe enough to find 
out a reaſon why all menenter not in at 
this Door ? for ail Men Run in at the other i} 
Door which the Devil ard Adam opened to 
run from God; all could run in at that Door; 
what is the reaſon that all run not in at that 
Door which Chrift hath opened and God 
hath Revealed, and which coſt Chriſt fo 
[| dear to work our way back again for 
) Mankind to rcturn to God? If we go about 
to enquire into the reaſon we ſhall find it 
very littleg- for there is all the reaſon in the 
| World we ſhould ſerve God, and ſeek our 
| own Happineſs. There 1s al} the reaſon in 
| the World we ſhould part with Sin and 

Inzquity, and with the Devils Work which 

'F he wrought if we knew but how ; now 
 -this | ſay 18a great Priviledge that God hath 
afforded 
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narrow compaſs, to a fhort ſum, there needs 
no Catalogue of them, they that will be 
ruled by the Wicked one muſt have their 
part with him, and they that will be ruled 


1 and Governed by the Holy one, ſhall have 


their part with him, that where he is, there 
they may be alſo, 

Is chis in the Power of Man's ? Will no, ' 
there lies the miſchief in the will of Man, for 
you cannot but know by Experience, if a 
Man may have his own will, he will al- 


g wales run headlong to Deſtruction, and run 


.1n the way of Wickedneſfs : And if ever he 


comes to turn out of that way into the way 
of Righteouſneſs, he muſt do it in a way that 
is Croſs to his own will, Some have ſaid 
becauſe we have ſpoken of the Free Grace 
of God in a way that is umiverſal, of his 
kindneſs to Mankind through Jeſus Chriſt, 
they have faid that we hold Free Will, thar 
Men might be ſaved if they would ; but 
alas ! We have tried it, and we have an Uni. 
verſal Rnowledg that is able to convince us 
and all the World, that ic is far enough from 


our own will: Man is far enough from being 


able to ſaye himſelf, from being ſaved by his 


own 
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| afforded to the Sons and Daughters of Men, 


| that they may know ; for here is the terms 
{ of the Goſpel and of Salvation brought- to a 
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own will, he can run on to Damnation, there . 
4 , HE. . . o M 
is a Current goes with his Aftcftions, and | 1, 
y 
\ 
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with his Corrupt deſires, they go with the | 

Current and Stream : As long as a Man goes | 

on in Sin he Swims down the Stream. 

| Now many after they have long gone on 

> in Sin, and their evil ways, they think of re- | | 

| turning to God, for they think there is a bet- | , 

| rer way, and a furer way, and a ſafer way | | 

for their Souls, than to go on in wickedneſs 5 | 

. fo there 1$;if there be ſo, faith the ſincere Soul, 

O that I might walk in it, Why doft- thou 

not 2 { amconvinced that I ſee a more excel- 

lent way than my way is, a better walk- 

ing and Converſation than my Life 1s, bur 

Alas ! It is too hard for me-to walk in it. 

Why ? What is the matter ? What makes 

it hard? Becauſe of my own will, I cannot 

walk init and have my will, I cannot walk 

ie it and enjoy my Aﬀections and Defires, 

E | and my Intereſt in the World; This is no 

wonder that thou telleſt me 5 now thon art 

Convinced of a better way, and wouldſt 

walk in it, and thou canſt not walk in it bue 

thou muſt take up a Daily Croſs ; we might 

all of us tell that, and read it before, I 

pray God you may come to read it within, 

what a Croſs it is you are to take up, and 

what a way it, is you, are required to walk 
in, 
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{ in, that it is the way o God, the way that 
1 leads to Heaven, ir is a Narrow. way ; the 
1 way that the Devil would have you to- 
; walk -in is a Broad way, there is no Rub 
in it, | 

O!- Would you but once come to Expe- 
rience how hard it is to walk in that way 
that leads to Life 53 you will find that 
you -cannot.- do. it without felf denial. Ir 
comes. to this point, I read. of it before, but 
now [ find it fo; ſuch a Man, or ſuch a Wo- 
man will ſeriouſly apply themſelves to live 
blameleſs, harmleſs and Inoffenſive towards | 
God and Man, they will ſet a Bridle and a 
watch before their mouth, that they might 


not ſpeak a vain Word, they will take cate 
of the frame and Temper of their Minds, 
that they Sin not in their Thoughts ; that 
they Sin not with their Lips, nor with their 
hands : This is not as I was wont todo, I 
| was uſed to have my liberty, now I find my 


} ſelf yoked, I dare not Sin againſt God. Now 


I find by experience what I heard before 
that no- Man -can follow Chriſt, . without de- 
nying himſelf and taking up a Daily Croſs. 

I would have you experienced in this 
work; wicked Men think it is a pleaſant 
Life to follow the Devils work and to walk 
in the Broad way ; but the way of — | 
_ 
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all is uneaſie, there is much ſtrife and oppo» 
ſition in that way z If I have a mind to ſpeak 
a Vain word I am Limitted, if I have a de- 
fire to wrong my Neighbour and cheat and 
defraud him, I am Limitred; I am not to do 
it, that belongs to the Broad way ; if a Man 
will ſcek afcer the Lord, and walk in the way 
- of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs,the end where- 
of is Peace, he will find it 18a Narrow way 
wherein he cannot enjoy his own will ; ſuch 
'a one muſt be a David, who ſaid, 1 behaved 
my ſelf as a weaned Child ; that is, as one 
that is affraid to be Beaten, 

But thou wilt be ready to fay,, I ama 
Man, and not a Child, I am come now to 
be a Man; a Man of Parts, I have ſeen 
mach and read much, and would you have 
me become a Child ? What a great Man 
was David ? If you ſpeakof a Man, he was 
a Man of Dignity and Honour, a Man of 
Valour and Experience ; yet when he ſpeaks 
with reſpect to the frame of his mind before 
the Lord, he faith, he behaved himſelf 2s 6 
weaned Childs as one that feared to be bea- 
ten, feared to commit an Offence : He fear- 
ed the Rod of his God upon him, he feared 
Judgmeyt would come upon him, he feared 
ſomething of Judgment upon-his Conſcience. 
David was an Old Teſtament Man, = o 
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had regard to that which never waxeth old, 
but is the ſame in all times new and old, Alpha 
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and Omega, Chriſt Jeſus was his leader be. 
fore he was born of the Virgin Mary ; his 
Word was\a Light to his Feer, and a Lan- 
thorn ro bis Paths, David nad Acquain- 
tance with God, who did lift up the Light 
of his Countenarce upon bim, 


And when Chriſt himſelf came to Preach 


upon Earth, he faith himſelf : Every one chat, © 


comes into the Kingdom of God , muſt be- 
come a little Child, He mnſit h-come as a 
little Child in Simplicity and SubjeCtion, he 
muſt be under Government ; he muſt become 
like a little Child, or he muſt in no wile 
enter the Ringdom of Heaven. They muſt 
not think to enter into Chriſts Kingdom be- 
cauſe they are Men, Men of Parts, Men of 
Courage, Men of Underſtanding ; Learned 
DoCtors, that are Maſters of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. Theſe may help to make tnem 
Men, but they muſt be Children, all their 
Wit and Parts, and Manhood, Courage and 
Valour will do them 'no good; for little 
Children, Babes and Sucklings may under- 


| ſtand more than they of Divine Miſteries, 


and have greater Communion and Enter- 
courſe between God and their ſouls than 


they, ſo that whoſoever enters into Chrifts 
| G Rings 
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Kingdom muſt become like lictle Chil- 
dren. 7 
So that here is a way provided by Je- 
ſus Chriſt for Man to come again into the 
favour of God ; which is by Chriſt alone,not 
by any thing that a Man can do, Chriſt muſt 
be their leader and their Counſellour, he a- . 
lone can give them the true knowledg of 
God. No Man can know the Father but 


. #he Son, and him to whom the Son reveals 


him. Men can never attain to the- ſaving 
knowledg of God by ſtudy, and by Diſpu- 
tation and reading Books, and Commenta- 


*tors, and Obſervators of matters of Religi- 


on, \Time would fail me to ſpeak of the 
multitude of Books that have been written 
about the Knowledg of God : You muſt 
come to Chriſt for Divine Knowledg ; Theo- 
logy,the Knowledg of God, and Divine and 


_ Heavenly things is frem Chriſt ; he ſhall 


have this Divine Knowledg, be -he never fo 
ſimple that comes unto Chiſt for it, he. can- 


not have it any other way, for God hath 


ordained this way ; ſaith God, he ſhall have 
it of my Son, who is the Reconciler, the Me- 
diatour between God and Man, he ſhall be 
beholding to Chriſt for. all, All Mens own 
works and labours will not Juſtify and ſave 


.them, for God hath Committed the whole 


work 


| 
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work of Salvation to Chriſt : One would 
thiak it ſhonld be no great matter for Men 
to lay afide their own works and Duries, 
and ſubmit to Chriſt ; bur I tell you it is 


. very hard, and I found it 'hard my (ef, 


Men think by reading and Learning and 
bearing this and the other Mans Notions and 
Opinions they may be edificd and profited, 


" and come to the true knowledg of God; 
but while they are waiting upog God in the,” 


way he hath appointed, they may receive 
knowledg from Chriſt and be more certain 
and Infallible in what they do know,than by 
conſulting all the wiſe Men, and learned 


' Doors in the World : For no Man knows 


all at once, and no Man knows all things 
neither; it is not a thing neceſſary that a Map 
ſhould know all things in relation to God, 


for as he ls in himſelf he is incomprehenſible; - - 


For no Man knows the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son ſhall Reveal bim. Yet 


. that which he knows of God he may know 
| 1t as'Certain and Infallible, | 


Suppoſe a Man know noth'ng of God, 
but thar he 1s the ſearcher of Hegrts and the 
trier of the Reins: There are many have 
read this, and fay they know it ; that -yet 
doubt whether there be a God or no ; But 
when God conies within them and convinceth 

i G 2 them - 
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them of Sin, and ſearcheth them, and brings 
Judgment upon them for what they have 
done z then they know Infallibly that God 
15 the ſearcher of Hearts, 
work, this is the work of God ; if- 1 find 
God doth approach my Spirir, I know it is 
Gods work, I havenow got ſomecknowledg 
of God, how camel by it } whogave it me? 


No body but he that hath all Knowledg, he 


vat was with rheFather from the beginning; 


"and was Glorified with the Father before the 


Worid began, 'he gave me this Rnowledg; 
and how did he giveit thee ? By this Spirir, 


for he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Scn mts 


»y Heart, and that Spirit of Chriſt ſearches 
the Heart, and tryes the Reins ; He tells me 
this 1s Evil that thou haft done, this is. that 
which Gad that made thee hath againſt thee, 
this.thou muſt forſake, and .this thou muſt 


Repent of, here [ have an Infallibility of 


what] know,but I cannot getRid of my Evil. 
; Now if I can believe in that Power. by 
whichmy Heart is ſearch'd,and truſtin him that 


barh begun to! deal with me, then his work 


is not only.to Reveal his Light to convince 
me, but to put forth his Power to convert 
we, ſo that by the Power of that truth by 
which my Hearc 1s ſearch'd, Il come tobe cun- 
verted and turned from my Sin, and break 


off 
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off from it ; and when I am broken off 
from it I am ſure, and. have a certainty 
- that it is ſo, thar | am broken cff from ſuch a 
| Sin, and that my Heart is rurned againſt ir ; 

I am fure that now I hate i ir, -and deteſt ir, 
and that God hath turned my _Inclination / 
another way, I am ſure this 1s Gods work, 
I can witneſs this Lafallibly thar ſomething is 
now done in order to my Redemprion ; Bur... 
there is ſomething yet Remaining to be done\... p 
What then ? I will go ſtep by itep, by fol- * 

lowing my Guide,l ſha!l be ſure to be make- 

ing ſome progrefs every Day to that ſtare to 
which the Spirit of Chrift will lead me, Thele 
Perſons come to a certain'y of knowledg by 
their own Experince, 

S5me will ſay, take heed of being deluded 
and decieved by the Quakers, fo lay I too; 
Take heed of being deluded by any body, if 
any goabout to perſwade thee to believe that 
which thou knoweſt to be a Lis, | am fare 
they are abour to delude thee, | would have 


every one to have an evideaca in themſelves 


of what they believe. 

Doth a Mn believe ſuch a One 1s a Drun- 
kard, becauſe the Scripture declareth Judg- 
ment againſt the Drunkards ; the Scripture _ 
faich,}/o to the drunkaras if Ephrain > There _ 
are Judgments denounced againſt Drunkaids 


G 3 in... 
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in the Oid Tecſtament ; conſider the Scrip- 
ture doth not tell ſuch and ſuch by Name 
that they are Drunkards z bur the Spirit of 
God by a Work and Opxration upon a mans. 
Conſcience lingles him out and charges him 
with the guilt of Drunkenneſs. | 
There is great condemnation pronounced 


againſt Whoremongers in Scripture, bur it 
doth not tell ſuch who they ere by Name, *' 
_ but their Conſciences find them ſo, and give 


infallible judgment againſt them, and faith, 
Thou art the Man, thou art a perſon that 
God doth Judge and Condemn ; Whore- 


mongers and Adulterers God will Fudge ; but - 


that doth not concern thee, and affect thee, 
except thou be one; I may read this an 
hundred times in Scripture, and not have a 
refl: tion in my own Canſcience, except I be 
guilty : But when God meets with a guilty 
perſon and Judgeth and Condemneth him, 


_ there will be an infallibility in what ſuch a 


one knows: It a Whoremonger is reflected 


_ upon by his own Conſcience, if his Conſci- 


ence tell him he is the Mans if ail the 
World ſhould flatter him and fay he is not 


guilty, ' he would certainly know that they . 


tell kim a Lie. 
So that here is no Dependance upon any 


mans judgment, but upon an inviſible Judge 


in 
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and deceive this Man; that hath this expe- 
rimental knowledg > Thoſe perſons will 
not deceive a Man that would turn 
him from the evil of his ways, theſe do not 
go about to deceive him that will tell him he 

muſt hearken to that Principle of Truth and 
Holineſs in his own Heart; they would de- 
ceive him that tell him he is converted 
when he is not, and leave him there: But. - 
when he is really converted and turned from- 

Sin to God, ſome will tell him he is deluded 
and deceived; TI pray Gad every one of us 
may be {vo deceived ; faith the Apoſtle, We 
are Deceivers, yet True, All that are truly 
converted, though Men cry out they are 
deccivers, though they are deceivers yet 
true; they are comPto the ſayour of the know- 
ledg of God thrgygh Chriſt,and fo they ſhall 
certainly Comme to be partakers of the mberi- 
tance that is undefiled, and that fadeth not 
4W4y, | | 
Friends you know that this hath been the 


Propoſition of all the Prophets and Apoſtles - | 


from the beginning to this Day ; the thing 
that they have propoſed to rhe Sons and 


 Daugaters of Men, hath. been to enquire 


after the knowledg of the true God : It 


hath been wonderful to confider what the | 
-—- - EY Devil. 
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Devil hath done to preſent-divers Doftrines 
that he hath found our, and ſtirred up o- 
thers to invent a Company of Gods that - 
other People have Adored and Worſhipped. 
Ir is hard to find any Nation that do not 
Worſhip ſome God : Ir is Natural for Man 
to defire to come to ſome God, he thinks he 
muſt come to ſome God; and cannot be hap- 
Py if he come not to God ; But the Devil 


'- hath invented fo many Gods and ſet Peo- 
'ple a Worſhipping of Idols, the Work 


of Mens hands ; ſuch Gods that are fo far 
from helping their Worſhippers, that 


3 they cannot help themſclves ; they can- 


not wipe off the Duſt from their own Fa- 
ces: And if they fall down they cannot 
riſe again. 2 

But this is not our caſe, we have but one 
God Preached among us, {ad but one Lord 
Jefus Chriſt the Mediatour between God and 
Man : Our condition is happy in having 
bur one God, in compariſon of theirs that = 
have many Gods. : — 

If the true God that you Worſhip were 
but truſted in, you would be the happieſt 
People in the World. If you do but ſearch, 
you will find that the Devil hath in this Na- 
tion and 1n this Age,ſtirred up People to wors- 
ſhip as many Gods, as he did in other Na- 
t10Ns 


tions in Antient times, among the S;donians, 
the Amorites and others. a 4 

But you will fay,we Worſhip one Ged,and * 
truſt only in one God, and one Chriſt, and 
.one Holy Ghoſt, the only living and true God. 

Do not tell me what God a Maa profeffeth + 
to worſhip, but what Gd he tralteth in,that 
gives it the Name: Whatſoever a Man 
truſteth in, that he makes his God 3 whe. 
ther it be Gold and Silver, or _ the Honours 
and pleaſures of this Werld ; it he truſteth in 
theſe things he maketh them his Gad, Lera 
Man but fearch and try himſelf, and he will 
find ſomething hath got a place in bis Heart, 
that he cannot part with for Chrifts fake ; He 
will be ready to ſay, I cannot part with my 
Houſe and Land, with my Wi'z and Chii- 
dren, and my Good: and P.ſ{cflions, becauſe 
I have a Conkidence in them, and believe 
they will do me good, and be a Defence for 
me: I may truſt in times of Peril that thei 
things may do me good they, Here is a D:- 
vine Adoration, here is that truſt, that Conf- 
dence that all true Chriſtians ought to have 
in the true God. And this is placed in thela. 
Earthly things z now whercſoever the truſt: 
and Confidence 1s placed in Tranfitory and 
Exrthly periſhing things, theſe Men tuft in 
tranfitory G ds, 
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Lord his God, as when he caſts all his care 
on him,and puts his whole truſt in him,when 
he makes a profeſſion and acknowledgment of 
his dominion and greatneſs,and of all his other 
PerfeCtions, that by nts Wiſdom he can pro- 
cure for theco all that is good, and by his 
Power put oft from them, and ſecure them 
from Evil. When I make the Lord my 


. . truſt and refuge, and truſt him for my God, 
« I chuſe him before all the Gods of the Hea- 


then, and truſt in him, above all things un» 


| der Heaven,upon the Account of the profun- 


dity of his Wiſdom, and the Almightineſs 
of his Power 5 when a Man hath this ſenſe 
upon. him, he will walk before the Lord 
with Reſignation of Mind, and be willing to 
be at God: difpoſal,and he will not only give 
up himſelf to God, but he will hearken to 
him , hear his Voice when he ſpeaks to 
bim: | 

God who-at ſundry times and in divers 
manners ſpake in times paſt, unto the Fathers 
by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpo- 
Fl to us by bs Son, But, Where is his Son, 
you will ſay ? He js in Heaven; but though 
he is the High and Lofty one that inbabits E- 
eernity, yet he dwells with meek, bumble and 
contritge Hearts, that eremble at bu word. : 


Pr Dione Moor er 
Nothing fo ſhewes that a Man makes the 


« 


niſter Grace to the hearers ; ſuch a one as 
: bath - 


\_y 1, ww re EP 


T be one of the number of thoſe that tremble 


at Gods word, I have Gods promiſe that he 
will come Home to me, and dwell with me : 


It is well for thee if the over-ruling Power 
of God hath prevailed upon thee, that thou 


canit be willing to be at Gods Diſpoſal, and. 


ſay, Lord, What wouldſtthou have me to 
Therefore Friends I would adviſe you all, 
in Love to your Souls, that when God defires 


our Hearts, that you would give them upto” * 


him, that there he may delight to dwell, and 
have his habitation : Hearken to Gods Voice; 
and have regard to his word, which is a more 


fare word than any Mans in the World - 


There is @ more ure word of Prophecy, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, unto which you will do well to 
take heed. This will check you and reprove 
you when you do Evil, aud ſhew you where- 
in you have Tranſgrefſed,and will encourage 


you, and be a Comfortto you when you do | 


that which is good, This will 2ake. you 
wiſe to Salvation, and throughly furniſh you 
and give you underſtanding for every good 
work, This word will rel] you, this you muſt 
not do leſt you offend God, and wound your 
Conſcience, and prieve the Holy Spirit ; this 
word will help you fo to ſpeak as to Admi- 
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152 The Divine Monitor; or, | 
hath regard to this word, hath a Chaplain in 


his own Boſome : That will dire& and teach 
him howto ſtear his courſe, and order his 


_ Converſation among Men, and how to ſerve 


God acceptably : This High Priefts Lips will 


_ preſerve knowledg, even Jeſus Chriſt, ' The 
© . Righteous, who ſpeaks to us in his Word ; 


we can do nothing but by his DireCtion: 
If you come to him to lead to you into 
all truth, he -will brirg you the Father, 


* "Treconcile you to him, that you may obtain 


bis Favour and Everlaſting Liſe z when one 
of Chriſts Diſciples ſaid ; Shew us the Father, 
end it ſufficeth us; Jeſus »ſaith unto him 5 
He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Pather: 
And, How ſayeft thou then, Thew i the Fa- 
ther ? If you ſubject your ſelves to Chriſt,and 
to the Government of his Spirit,he will bring 
you to that Life and Immortality that fadetb 
7 of away. | 
This bath been our Labour and Travel 
{rom time to time, to. Preach Chriſt among 
ov, and not to Preach our ſelves, and ga- 
ther a Church for our ſelves 3 but to gather 


| a People in to Chriſt, who is Lord of Hea- 
| ven and Earth: We would Preach Chrift 


F.ſus the Lord, we would not have you 
Admire Mens words and ſayings, and charge 
yeur Memory wuh them : But we would 

have 


Light from Heaven. "IF3 


| have you remember the words and ſayings of 


Chriſt ; who is the great Mediatour to recone 
cile Man again to God, that you may know 
him by his Power working effectually in 
your hearts ; we Labour for nothing elſe,and 
we want nothing elſe. We are Ambaſſadors 
for Chrift, as though God did beſeech you by 
us : We pray you in Chrifts ſtead be ye Recon- 
ciled to Gid > That you may ſo Live, that 
whether you Eat and Drink, or whatſoever you 
do, you may do all to the Glory of God ;, your 
great Creatour, that hath given bis Son to 
Die for you, and Redeern you from all Iniqui- 
ty, that you might be a peculiar People zealous 
of all good Works, 

Therefore let God have all the Honour 
and Glory, for all his mercies and Bleflings 3 
Let us render to him Hearty Praiſes and 
Thankſgiving, for his wonderful Love, and 
ackowledg that it is'a' great priviledg that 
we may obtain by Jeſus Chriſt, even to be 
brought again to the true knowledg of the 


living God,which we loſt by our Tranſgref. 


fion, 
His Prayer after. Sermon, 
Lorious art thou in thy Afpearances O 
Lord, and very wonderful u thy Pow- 
er, and thy ways paſt. fnding cut : And in 
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Prayer after Sermon 
this thy gloriows Day, thou art opening a way 


for the Sons and'Danghters of Men. to return 
Fo thee: And O Lord thoſe wheſe Eyes thou 


haſt opened rejoyce,and are Glad, becauſe they 
beve ſeen the way of thy Sabvations and the 


., breathings of their Souls are, that their Feet 


may be kept therein, and that they may make 


ſtraight eps in their way to thy kingdom: And 


O Lord we are ſenſible that our frength, and 
our Power, and eur Ability x only im thee ;; 
and therefore are the Souls of thy Chitaren bow- 
ed and ſubjefted to thee : Waiting for the Re- 
newing of thy Power, that as our Temptati- 
ons are renewed from Day to Day, that thou 
wouldeſt make known thy Power im wm, that 
we may feel the ſtretching forth of thy band | 
6 ſave thy little Ones, out of the hands of | 
th: Deſtroyer. And ſo Powerful God of life, | 
break forth more and more in thy Glory, and 
make known thy Power,in expelling the Clouds | 
of darkneſs and ignorance ; and bring the 
Minds and Under ſtandings of thy People, to 
know thee more and more, till they come to the 
bleſſed Inheritance among the Saints in Lignt ; 
Holy and. Powerful Father break in upon 
by People by thy Almighty Power , and 


ſeatter the dark Clouds of Temptation, and 


cauſe the light of Life to ſhine upon them; thou 
that baſt comminded the Light to ſhine out of 
| > © dar ke 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 155 
darkneſs, do thou ſhine into the Hearts of the 
Sons aud Daughters of Men. Open their 
Hearts that they may receive thy Truth, and 
make tender their bard Hearts, that they may- 
live to thee that Created them; and give a 


cemfortable Account to thee of their Thoughts, 


Words and tions, and let them turn to thee 
before it be too late to repent them, Powerful 
God «f Life, thy mercies and Irving kindneſs do 
abound to a litcle Remnant that do vehieve in 
Chriſt and do truſt in thy great Name : Thou 
haſt been with them in their fiery tryalls and 
tribulaticns, and to this Day thou haſt been 
the plory of cur Aſſemblies, and the joy of our 
meetings : We are ſen(ible of thy boly Power 
working in our Souls, and of thy renewing 
thy love upon ws: All that want a fall ſenſe 
thereof, that are ſceching and crying after thee 


foriis O let them be br.ught to a due ſenſe 
of Ged : O ariſ: for the help and the Comfort + 


of the Sorrowful, the Sug hing and the needy 
Soul ; pour forth the ny 44 of thy lowe upon 
them that follow hard after thee,and breath for 
deliverance,that ſo Powerful Ged of life praiſes 
may ariſe to thee, for all thy mercies and abcund- 
mg bleſſings, for thy goodn- fs and hwing kind- 
neſs beftewed upon us, from time to time, Moſt 
Powerful God of life and light, let the Eye of 
thy Favour be turned upon this Land of cur 

nk Nati- 


! 


156 His Prayer after Sermon. 
Nativity; ſpare the inhahitants of thu City 
and Nation, that they may ſeek after thee, 
let them know the weight of thy Hand upon 
them, to bow them down to humility and bro- 
kewneſs of Heart, Give them Repentancee for 


\ their Sins; Living God of life diſplay thy 


Power to all from the bigheſt to the loweſt a- 
mong us, and advance the kingdoms of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift, to whom thou haſt given 
a Name above every Name,and let hu king- 
dom and-plory be exalted over all, and ſhine 
forth in the midſt of us ; Bleſſed Father of Life, 


give wiſdom to our Courſellers, that they may | 


Counſel for thee. Make Known thy will and 
ſend help from Heaven to all that ftand in need 
thereof, and that wait upon thee for it : Give 
them thy Holy Spirit that they may be guided 
in thy way ; let thy Son Teſus Chriſt have 
the tearing and Governing of all things, and 
let Glory be rendered-to thy great aad worthy 
Name, and keep us in the Love of God and 
in Union one with another ; let the ſtroak of thy 
Power remain upon the Hearts of all, whoſe 
Hearts thou haft touched at this time; let them 
be bowed down always in thy H ly Worſhip, 
and remain in a belief of thy truth, and ceaſe 
to do evil and l:arn to do well, and walk ac- 
ceptably before thee, that ſo Tranſgreſſim may 
be finiſhed, and Sin and Iniquity may be put to 

an 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 157 
anend ; and that Truth and Righteouſneſs may 
be ſet up, and ſhine among uw, and that our 
Souls may re joyee in thee, that we may mag- 
wifie and praiſe thy Power, and Glorifie thy 
Name;for thou art worthy of all Honour, praiſe 
and glory, and humble thankſgivings for the 
manifeſtation of thy love and Power : All 
which 2e deſire to offer thee through Teſus 
Chriſt, who art God over all bleſſed for ever 
and ever, Amen. 


Sermon VII, 


The Inward Preacher 
Or 5 ' ne 


Office of Conſc'ence. 


Preached at Grace-Church- 
Street. June, 21. 1692. 


My Friends, | 
ME have been ſent among you, that 
from Living experiencs have declared 
- their 


<A Oc 


158 The inward Preacher, or, 
their Teſtimony for the truth,that you might 
all be brought to wait for the teſtimony of 
Truth in your ſelves. This is that which 
will ſtand you in ſtead ro know rhe teſtimo- 
ny of truth in your own Hearts to be for you, 
Therefore you are to wait, eſpecially at ſuch 
times as theſe, ro hearthe Voice of Truth in 
your own Souls, For whatſoever the Preacher 
preacherh, it the Trurh 1n thine own Heart 
doth not {peak Peace, it is not well with thee, 
W hatſoever teſtimonies are born of the Truth 
it ſelf ; it is the Truth that muſt bear teſti- 
mony of thee : That unerring Word that 
gives to every one an Infallible evidence of 
their Peacc with God, or againſt that which 
hinders they, 

You know our labour hath been to per- 
{wade all People to hearken unto the Truth 
in themicives, and to make it their buſineſs 


and travel and endeavour that they might 


have unity with the Truth in their own 


Hearts, that their Conſciences may not con- 


demn them, 

. For ſuch as you in whom God hath raiſed 
his witneſs, and hath exalted his Truth for 
a Judge : You are not Ignorant, nor covered 
over with darkneſs as many others are ; you 
do not remain in doubt, but you know the 
Truth, and have an Anſwer of Peace in well 
oh | doing 
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The Office of Conſcience, 159 
doing, and a condemnation in evil doirg ; 
not Acminiſtred ro youu only by Preachers 
witkour, but by the evidence and demonſirae 
tion of rhe Spirit of Gud in your own Hearts. 
This 1s that Rtanding Miniſtry which God 
hath raiſed, which can never be put down 
apain, but as each one may put it down in 
themſeives, | | 

I grant that Men may put it down : You 
have read, and had it plainly witneſſed ro 
you, even killing the juſt and Crucifying the 
Lord of Gl.ry, and «f ſpiritual Sodom and 
Ezypt : Theſe things you have read of, and 
you that are turned to the Light, know the 
meaning of thoſe ſayings by woful experi- 


ences for when ever you have turned alide 


from a due ſabj-icu to rhe Grace of God, 
by which we are convinced, then there hath 
been a piercing, and Crucifying the Son of 
God a freſh, and a wexing and a grieving the 
Hyly Spirit by wich you ſhould be S: aled to the 
Day of Redemption ; then there hath been 
Anguiſh and "Tributiation upon your Souls, + 
And if this be minded, it will plant a fear 
upon the Hearr, and make you affraid todo 
the like again,but where this Tribulation,and 
Anguiſh 1s negleed and pur off ; there a 
cuſtome of Sin takes away the ſenſe of Sin: 


As you know many have had more Judgment 
at 


160 The inward Preacher, or, 
at ſometime upon them for a vain word, of | 
a vain Thought, than afterward they hav®© 
come to have ſor the moſt abominable wick” 
ed Action ; How come this to paſs? Was Sin 
ever the better ? Or hath it changed irs Na- 
ture? No, bur they are further off from | 
the ſenſe of the evi) of ir, this 13 the word of 
Truth, ro which you muſt ſtand or fall, this 
is the Stone that whoſoever falls upon it ſhall 
be broken and tendered : But if they ffay till | 
the weight of Truth fall upon them, it will | 
grind them to Powder. 

They thatwill have a life of liberty;let the 
Truth ſay what it will, I will have my liber- 
ty, and uſe my Tongue as I liſt; I will be 
wanton and proud, and envious and malict- 
ous, thcugh | know theſe things to be nought, 
and the witneſs in my Conſcience teſtifies that 
theſe things are wicked, and contrary to the 
will of God,yet | will have them whoſoever 
comes to this Mind, the Stone 1s near falling 
-upon them and they will be ground to Pow- 
der, they are like the barren Earth which 
beareth Thorns and Briars, and 1s rej«Cted, 
and is nigh unto Curſing, whije end ts to be 
burned, © 

. Therefore Friends I entreat you to 
hearken to the Word of the Lord , itis a 
holy Word, an old Word , many have 
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in ſuch a Chapter, and ſuch a Verſe z My 
Teſtimony this Day is Hearken to the Word 
of the Lord; but where ſhall we find it, 
ſome will ſay >? I tell you, it 1s written with 
the Finger of God in your own Conſciences, 
and is either for you or againſt you : Let 
your Profeſſion amengſt Men be what it 
will, this Miniſter of the Covenant hath ne _ 
reſpect of Perſons, or regard te Profeſſion, - 


| he will not excuſe this or that Man, becauſe 


he makes a greacer Profeſſion of his Name 
than others z rais rather 1s his Judgment, 
and his Condemnation ſhall be more ſwift 
and ſhirp upoa him that makes a Profeſſion 
of Chriſts Name: If Fudgment begin at the 
Houſe of God, what ſhall the end of them 
be that obey not ihs Goſpel of God ? Theſe 
that rake upon them a ſtrict Proteſſion, they 
do greater diſh>nour te God, than thoſe that 
cry out there 3s no Reformation, there can 
be no Living withour Sin ; theſeProfeſs what 
they d,and thcy do as they Profeſs': But 
when People come to Proteſs Holineſs and 
Rightcouſnreſs an! Profeſs a Power alſo by 
whichRighteouſnels 1s obtained; but live not 
ftritly according to their Profeſſion ; theſe 
are they, That cauſe the Name of God to be 
Blaſphemed 
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{ profeſſed it : There are ſome Preachers that 
will cry, Hearken to the Word of the Lord 


162 The inward Preacher, or, 
Blaſphemed among the Heathen , more than || 
they that ſay there can be no living with- 
out Sin, 

Now this Witneſs of God hath no re- 
ſpe to Profeſſion, but hath reſpect to the 
Sate and Frame of the Mind of a Man or 
Woman that they ſ:rve God with, whe- |} | 
ther it be with ſincerity and uprightneſs of | | 
mind, and with breathing defires, that | ' 
They may know the good and acceptable Will of | * 
God, and what is well-pleaſing in ba fight. | 
And that they might perform - that which]. 
1s, according to his Heavenly will, Where | 
this ſincerity is, where this cry of the Soul || 
is the Lord hath regard to its but where ||. 
Peoples Religion is only to bearup a Pro- | 
feſhon, and hold up an external Fellow- 
ſhip and Communion one with another ; 
when this ſincerity is wanting the Lord ab- 
hors their Worſhip, it is an abomination 
ro God, anJ no benefit or advantage to 
themſelves : It is not for the glory of God 
that they make a Profeflion, bur for ſome 
deſign to themſelves: and ſo they become 
abominable, 

This was the ſtate of 1/rae] of old, andit 
is the ftateof a great many now, that think 
. they do great matters if they conform fo far 
to the Truth, as that outwardly they may 
not 


The Office of Conſcience. 163 
| not be charged with a Lie, but that they 
are of ſuch a Seciety : it is well if fome 
would come fo far as to maintain their Soci- 
- | ety with Gods People and their external 
e | Profefiion ; but if they have not regard to 
r | Truth in their own Conſciences, what 1s. 
- | their Profeflion worth > What will all thy 
f } Unity with them fignifke? If there be a 
t | breach between God and thine own Soul, 
f | who can heal that breach ? What will their 
. | Profeſſion fignifie and amount to at laſt ? 
1 But, Go you curſed into Everlaſting Fire 
> | prepared for the Devil and his Angels, And 
| || all the reaſon to be rendred for it is this g 
2 | Depart from me, Te are workers of Iniqui= 
ty. He did not ſay in that ſentence, ye are 
Lyars, you never Prophecyed in my Name, 
; | and1I never preached in your Streets ; but 
- | allowing what they faid to be Truth, that 
| | they had made a Profeſſion, and held Com- 
| | mumion with other Chriſtians 5 allowing 
theſe things, yet notwithſtanding it ts, 
Go ye curſed; and the reaſon of that Sen- 
tence- 1s, Tow are workers of Iniquity, 

Let the dread of the God of Heaven reſt 
upon you, My Friends,it is another thing to 
make a Profeſſion of the Lord God of Hea- 
ven and Earth, than moſt are aware ; Let 
every one that Names the Name of Chriff 
| depart 
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164 The iawardPreacher, oy, 
depart from Iniquity, What is Iniquity ? 
It is all things that a Man or Woman doth 
to gratifie their own wills contrary to the 
will of God, that is Iniquity : Where had 
all Men Liberty? Where had Adam and 
his Sons their Liberty to fulfil their own wills 
and to contradict the will of God ? Yet 
nothing is more common in Nations, Coun» 
tries and Families, than for People to aſſume 
a Liberty to perform and fulfil their own 
will, and to bring about their own - Intereſt, 
Deſigns and Contrivances 3 though at the 
ſame time they are convinced that 1t is con- 
frary to the will of God, Where this Liberty 
1s taken,there Iniquity is wrought; that.is Inj- 
quity- which is unjuſt, that which 1s commit- 
red againſt him upon whom we have;all our 
dependance every moment forLife andBreath, 
for Food and Raiment, and every thing we 
enjoy; we have a dependance upon that God 
that made us; yet vain Men and Women 
aſſume a Liberty of gratifying their own 
Wills, and ſetting up for the Fleſh, 

You may remember that paſſage of the 
good Apoſtle when he ſaw ſome Libertine 
Profeſlors of Chriſtianity grow looſe and care- 
leſs ; it is well they thought that they did ac- 
knowledge Gad in their Meetings, and Wor- | 
ſhip ; but as to the Aﬀairs of the World, 
they 
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they had forgotten that God was. concerned. 
in thoſe things; the Apoſtle takes notice of 
ſuch a Libertine looſeneſs , Go to now, you 
that ſay, to Day or to Morrow we will go 
inte ſuch a City, and continue there a year,and 
buy and ſell and” get gain : Whereas you know 
wot what ſhall be on the Morrow ; For what is 


your Life ? It s even a Vapuur, that appear- 


eh for @ little while, and then waniſheth a» 
way : Fur that you ought to ſay ; if the Lord 
will, we fhail live and «do the or that, You 
ought to live in ſubjeEtion to him that made 
you, you ovght to have regard to Gods 
honour in whatſcever you do, Whether you 
Eat or Drink, or whatſoever you do ; do all - 
fo the glory of God, Is not this Scripture ? 
Is not this found amongſt che Apoſtles Writ- 
ings? Do not we hold the Name of Chrifti- 
ans which was given to them at fntioch?Yea 
we arecalled Chriftians, and theſe writipgs 
of theApoſtle are holy writings,and 'whatthen 
is the matterthar we rake ſo little notice of 
them ? Thar men do not apply theſe whole- 
fome Exhortations to the particularitics of 
of” their Converſation z but that they' gs 
from Countrey” to Countrey, and from 
one place to another, and do what they 
pleaſe, without having avy regard to give 
their ſubjeQion to to the Great God -' "This 
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Looſnefs bath brought into the minds of ſome 
ſuch a Liberty that they live without God jn 
the World; when they go ſcmetimes to Re- 
ligicus Mcerings, and when they hear the 
Name of God mentioned, it may be there 
come a little awe upon their minds ;and they 
have fc me regard to that God that gave them 
Breath and being, for the preſent : But if there 
be nat Religion ; if there be not a Tie; 'Re- 
ligion {ignifies a Tie,a being bound to God ; 
it men be not bound and tied to God, by that 
which is made known to them, every one 
will defire that which is good in their own Eyes. 

Therefore it 1s neceſſary for you my 
Friends, zbove all People, you that are come 
to your meaſure of the Miniſtration of the 
Spirir,and know it, what it doth ſpeak ; Such 
a thing I did this Morning,and l am reprov- 
ed for it ; Such a thing I did well, and I am 
Juſtified and warranted 1n the doing of it ; 
Thus it is when a thing is well or ill done ; 
Sometimes ſome Men ACt two or three Days 
rogether and never bring their Actions to.the 
rule, that 1s like a Man that is building and 
never minds his rule, ſo what he builds up 
Tumbies down again upon his Head, You 


-know there 1s ſomething 1n you, that hath a 


ſpeaking Voice,an Infallible Voice, and gives 
Judgment on your Actions, and paſleth a ſen- 
| rence 
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tence either of Juſtification or Condemnation 
upon you. If you would live fo as to anſwer 
God in what you do, you need not fear 'an- 
ſwering Men : I do not fear anſwering Men 
in all | do or ſpeak, if 1 do but anſwermine 
own Conſcience, I fear no Man, though they 
be of another perſwaſion, in their Judg- 
ment oppolite tome; 1t I keep peace in 'mine 
own Conſcience, 1 ſhall anſwer the principle, 
of Truth in my adverſaries Conſciences,, ? 
though they hate me, and deſpiſe me, and * 
ſeek occaſion againſt me, if my A&tious an- 
ſwer the Truth of God in my own Heart, 
they will anſwer the Truth in any Mans 
Heart : This makes a Man as bold as a Lion, 
When the People of God obtain a-Repu- . 
tation to be true and juſt, and holy and righ= 
teousz all Men will expe& Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs at their hands : Whar if I pro- + 
feſs to be one of thoſe People ? If I havenot 1 
the Truth in my own Hearr, This reputati= 
on though [I put it on as-a Cloak to hide my 
Infincerity, the want of that Truth takes 
away wy Courage. It is Truth in all Men in 
the World that hath a Power, and it 1s the 
Power of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs thar 
makes wicked Men aftraid, and therefore the :: 
Apoſtle argues upon that ſubject, the Magi» - 
ſtrate iz clothed with Power, what Power bath. 
t 2 he £ 
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he ? The Power of Juſtice, and the Power 
of the Sword ; What Sward hath he? A 
Sword of Juſtice,and he is a Terrour to ewil- 
aoers, but a preiſe to them that do well, Ir is 
truegif I have doneevil; if I meet with a Man 
chat is but my Equal ; if in buying and ſell- 
ing and Commerce, 1 have wronged him and 
| deceived him, though he knows not of it : 
{ Yet Iam affraid of him, I am fearful chat he 
” -will diſcover me and find me out:But if] ſpeak 
{ the Truth,and do that which is honeſt in tte 
' fight of all Men, I ſhall not fear any Man x 
| there is no Nation under Heaven but there is 
| a principle of Truth to be found amongſt 
; them,ia the Hearts of Men: 1f I Act according 
i to the principle of Truth in mine own Heart, 
; there is the ſame principle of Truth in all Men, 
| If I walk up to the principle of Truth in my 
(elf, 1 ſhall likewife walk up to the principle 
” of Truth in all Mens Hearts; if mine own 
! Heart doth not condemn me, all the World 
| cannot condemn me, 
|. If profeſſors were reſolved to anſwer the 
principles of Truth in theic own Hearts, and 
| 
| 


gothrough ſtitch in the profeſſion,they might 
live Couragiouſly : Truth will Crown them 
| with Victory.But if they do not live accord- 
ing to the rule and ſtandard of Truth,they are 


| like Sale that have /oft its ſawvour which-is my 
en 
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den under fect of Men,But where all are cnein 
Truth,they are gathered into the Truth,and 
they will live according to it, fo far as they 
are convinced of 1t ; If you will give them a 
Worli they will not give away an Hairg- 
breadth of the Truth which they have prot 
fefled ; whin Truth thus comes ro have Do- 
minion,then Truth ſhall overſpread the Earth, _ 
and the kingdoms of the World ſhall become the © 
kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrift, and 
righteouſneſs ſhall rule,and the Seepter of it be | 
{waied over the Nations,and they that Rebel 
againſt it ſhall be broken by it, and they that 
are found in it ſhall have Dominion, and they 
ſhall condemn Hypocrites and Difſemblers :- 
Now if you would grow up into this Domini- | 
on, you have an opportunity for it, becauſe | 
the Truth is Revealed in your own Hearts, 

- They who go about ro walk in the Truth, 
meerly from what they hear the Miniſters of | 

| Fruth Preach,laying up in their minds a Com= 

ny of Dofctrines, Notions and Tenetrs, they 
will tuwble and fall, but they that will heark» | 
en ro the Truth in their ownHearts and regard 
the Volce of it in all their ways and undertak- 
ings; theſe have a Miniſter at Home with them, 
they have a Chaplain in their own Houſe ; it 
there be Iny thing they know not,and if they 
know not what to do- they ask. this Miniſter 
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of t=e Sanftuary; others they will ask their 
M:nifers, but your Miniſter is ar Home with 
you : Where hath Gjod appointed any Man to 
rule over your Conſciences : no,God hath ap- 
pointed Chriſt only to guide and govern your 
Gonſciences, to be the Author of Faith and 
the Finiſher. of it too + You that are come to 
to the Diſpenſation of the Spirir of Chriſt keep 
to the teſtimony 1n your ewn Hearts ; then 
we have tejlow!hip with one another in the 
Fruth,and we have cauſe to b'eſs God for it ; 
thar God hath fo © n<ned the Heart of one to- 
wards another,that the ſuff-ring of one 1s the 
ſuffering of al! and the Conſolation of one the 
comfort and rejoycing of all all : But, Alas! Who 
1s in this fellzwihip >- Oaty thoſe that are in 
fellowſhip with the Truth,in their own Heart, 
are really ſo: If a Man {hall break fellow- 
ſhip wi:h Truth in his own Heart, he will 
make no bones of breaking fellowſhip with 
his Brethren : As ſcon as Men break fellow- 
ſhip with Truth, they are unruly, Heady, 
args. and make no matizr of fplirting and 
tearing and renCing of fell lowthip with others, 
How coemeFit to pa that rhou haſt done thr? 
thou didft not thus whilſt thou feared Sinning 
apainſt the witne(s of God in thine ownHearr, 
But when Men have once made Light of the 
creat Miniſter of the Goſpel in their -own 
Hearts 
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Hearts, it is an eafie matrer to make light 


of all the reſt ; if, as Chriſt ſaih, They have 


to d:me fo to the Green Tree, no iis thai they 
p- | do fo to the Dry Tree 5 If they deſpiſe me ((aith 
ar Chriſt ) do you think they will love you? | 
2d It 1s moſt evident 1m a great Many a; ON 


'o Day, thcy Difpure againſt Truth; iney hve 
p taken a Liberty to ſpeak contrary "wo hl 
A Truth in their own Hearts, then they cry 
© down the Min'itcrs of it : D) you think 2 y 
body doth fo that keep their ft renderne: ? 
Vhen th * were hiſt convinced the Power 
| of the Lord reſted vpan them; when the 
Power of God firſt _—_— upon you and 
brovghr you tu Yea, and Nay, and to plain 
[imple Language and Habir, this was with 
Jy Aa aclight for Chriſts ſake, They that 
keep up this tenderneſs and ſimplicity of : 
Mind z there ts no ſcattering, nor rendirg, 
or tearing among them, they keep the Unity |. 
of the Spirit in the bond 'of Peace, and they _: 
are kept together in one; 
Friends, you have an opportunity in 
your hands, ſee - thar -you make uſe of it ; 
you may bear up and not be' deceived by 
Men or D-vils, If you kcep faithful ro the 
Principle of Fruth in your own Hearts, 
Let. what Reproach and Perſecution ſorver 
-come, here is a Standard, a Foundation and-' 
H 4... a. 
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a Rule for you to be Governed by : Every 
hour of the Day, ſearch your Hearrs and 
try your Confciences by ir. As you do this 
and keep to the Rule of the new Creature,.of 
theRegeneracion, being changed from a Car- 
nal Birth to an Incorruptible Birth: If you 
he born of the Incornjtible ſeed ; the Devil 
cannot corrupt you 53 Evil paſſions cannot 
corript you ; if you keep upon that Foun- 
dation that is Incorruptible in it ſelf, then 
nothing will corrupt you, nor your ways 
and manners : If you will then live accord- 
ing to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, you will 
ſerve God and be examples to others in the 
Life of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and 
hereby God ſhall be glorifked, This ts that 
which wil! ſhine forth ro the whole Nation, 
and give a good Report to Truth : Burt it 
any that Profeſs the truth be found falſe to 
their Profeflion and be found unho!y and de- 
ceive and over-reach his Neighbour,the party 
lofeth by ir, and the Devil retoycerh ar it, 
_ Thus we know the Life of Rightcouſneſs 
1s brought forth through the Spirit of Truth, 
and outſhines all, and will reach Gods wit- 
ncls in them that are afar off, and bring them 
near; and happy and blcfled are they that 
are found in this Divine work, conforming 
their Lives and Converfaiions according 
Fr. | ro 
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to the new Creature: Peace be upon tuem;. 


And upon the whole Iſrael of God: There is 


a Minifter that abides with you, that goes 
home with you, it is his Teflimony that you 
muſt ſtand or fall by : If any one ſhould be 
a falſe Profeflor and be cryed up, if he be 
not fincere he hath not Peace, though he 
f!utter a while and makes a ſhew, the Worm 
of guilt Gnaws him and Torments him ; ſuch- 
2s theſe have not Peace with God,nor fellow- - - 
ſhip with the Church : Though they ſeem to ; 
be a live yet they are Dead, as it was with 
the Churches in Afra, they bad a name 
to live, yer they were Dead ; though they have 
an empty Name, ſuch a one is a living Man 
or Woman, are «eſteemed Friends to the 
Church ; but though they are commended: 
and cryed up, and have a Name to live, yet 
they are Dead,there are a few names in Sardis 
which have not defiled their Garments, they 
walk with me in White, faith Chriſt, for they 
are worthy : 1] know thy works that thou haſt a < 
vame,that thuu liv:f and art Dead: See what 

Chriſt the Briphr Morning Star could do ; 
he could look intoa M-eting and ſee whether 
few or many had only a n2me to Live,or were 
really alive, if they were Dead as to Sincerl- 
ty and Truth, though they had been among 
the Church they would help to break it down, | 
but not to- build it up, Hs You | 
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__ Louttkat have his Divine life ſtill ſtirring in you, 
and feel the operation that firſt quickened you to 
j5'' Gad ; prize this principle ef the Divine life above 
all: Whats there canrob you cf it » Value notthe 
l Friendſlnp of theWorld: Alas! What can it Amount 
to: Court it as Dung in compariſon of Chrift Jeſus, 
Jook upon all things with a ſound Eye: Peace with 
Godis of that concerment that ypu cannot be happy 
here,or kereafcer without it; the Friendſhip of the 
World I conbe without, and the cuſtomes and faſhi- 
|. onsof the World Ican be witEoat,l can ſpare theſe 
|! things; but thneFavour of God | cannot be withour, 
| ard growth in Grace ard the knowledg of cur Lord and 
F Saviour Feſus Chrift, and a ſincere Profeſlion of the 
f Gnipe), I carrot be without theſe tt-1ngs. 
| My Friends,though you do not make a ſhew and 
| Flutter in the Werld as tome others do, yet your 
glory is within.they that are living Members of chis 
Divine body.tteglory and beauty,and brightneſs of 
tuch,appears 11 the fight ofGod. If you grow in grace 
you will be a Cornfort one to another, and as the 
Arofile ipeats,Tou are our E Mrfile written in our Hearts 
kn. wn and read of ail Men.7 tre Lord preſerve and keep 
you firple, keep you tn a:] Sincerity, 12 that Truth 
that hath wrought inyour own hearts,that you may 
Þave acquatntarce with yeur teacher, that he may 
not be driven inito corners, for you may do 1t and 
ſtop his mouth andfilence tim too. If you let your 
Perverſe will Rale,ycu may ſlay the Juſt, bur there 
wil come a Day of his Rifing,then dowr go you :* 
W hatſoever Men may get by 1t at preſent, when 
T1 uth rifeth, when the juſt one thar was ſlain bath a 
RefurreRion 1n them, then moſt cercain down they 
£0 ; While you Fave an Opportunity 1nN Your Hands 
2nd an Intereit jn the Coverant of Life, waik with 
God according to the Counſe} ard Dictates of his | 
Holy Spiritithat you may be brought to an m—_ 
MM } 
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iy Fellowſhip, and to partake of the Good ungs 
that God hath prepared for his Children. 

My Friends, Pray, prize your ſeaſons, let no Day 
ſlipfor fear you may miſs a Day atlaft ; waitupon 
the Lord and let his fear and a Holy awe be alway? 
upon your Hearts : Then peace will be upon you 
and there will be acceprance of all that you dc, _ 
Mark the Perf-:& Man and behoid the upright for the End 
of that Hani peace ; when he can retiec&t upon his paſt 
Life and ſay, I have walked before the Lord with a 
perfect Heart and done that which is good and:well 
pleaſing 18 his ſight,and have not turned afideto the 
right Hand or to the lefr,but the ſtandard of Truth 
hath been the guide cfall mySpiritual and Temporal. | 
Actions. If truth hath been thy guid here,then Truth 
ſhall be thy Portian hereafter : If Tr 2th gude thee 
inthy way. then Boa {ball rejoyce with the Saints, 
and receive an Inheritance with thePeople of God, 
2nd enjoy that glory end felicity which God hath 
prepared for themtt.at Love him. 

His Prayer airer *ermiecn. 

Verlaiirg, Glorious, E:ernal Gol of Life; 

whoſe kingdom rule:h over all ; thy king- 
tom is an everlaſting kingdo5m,a Glorious andBleſ- 
ſed Gay hath dawnei. wherein thou art making thy 
ſelf known to the Sons and Daughter of Men, and 
thou haft opened an Eve in a Remriant, which the 
God of this Worid kad biinded, to ſes the Glory of 
it: For though we have lived without Ged 1n the 
World,vect thou artnear tous, and thor haft called 
us t2 Repentance,and infpired cur Souls with a de- 
fire t5 thee, and rothe Remembrance of thy name. 
Fraifes and Everiaſtings Theniftivings belong unto 
tne2, who art the Author of or Salvation, wha 
haſt reached our thy Hand anc laid nold epon us, 
and fought us out when we fought thee not, and 
beit mage Known thy Powe and 197e for our Res 
| GEmprign + 
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© His Prayer after Sermon. 
A:xption-and Salvation; and thou wilt make it 
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TO 


. known more and more to every upright and fin- ( 
cere mind : O Powerful Father of Life, how hath 
thy Power and Goodneſs been Revealed on our be- 
half for thine own Name ſake 2 Thou haſt ſtood by 

.usinall our Tryals and Exerciſes, and we haye 
"ound thee a God nigh at Hand, and thou haſt 
brought a Remnant to deſire nothing ſo much-as | 7+ 
the Injoyment of thy Preſence ; thou hait brought 
them to be ſenſible, that without thee they can do fre 
nothing ; therefore in ail our Aſſem>ltes and Meet- an 

ings we deſire ro bs A:quainted with thy Power, r1 
to . hear thy Word which ſpeaks Life to our Souls ol 
by which we may live : And Dear and Powerful 0 
| Father,the Continuation of thy goodneſs among us F 
| doth greatly engzge the Hearts of thy Children to - 
offer up Praiſes and Thankigivings to thee ; Thou 2 
haſt in-lined rhe Minds and Hearts of thy Peovle to 
wait upon Thee,and haſt opened their underftand- 


Ings to receive thy Heavenly Truth,and thoſe rich 
and Heaven!y treaſures which thou offzreſt them ; 
ad haſt provided a Cup of Salvation to refreth the 
Fer and needy Soul. O Living God of Life,reach 
forth thy Hand, ro ſupport and ſave thoſe that are 
Breathing after thee.thar are ſenſible of their want 
- of thy prelence.and are frequenting the Aſſemblies 
: of thy People, wich 6o4 54 deſire rhat they may 
enjIy a Blektng from ches. Living God of Life, 
Touch their Hearts with the Finger of thy Power, 
aad }c: them know that thou are ready to open the 
Trealurss of thy Love.and Life unto them,trough: 
| the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that their Souls may be Com- 
- forted and they may offer up to thee Ca:rifices of 
' Thanklgiving, And ier all thy Cnikiren evs:'y 
where render to thy Holy Name. through Jetus 
Chriſt, Bleſſing and Honour and rraiſe ; who art 
God over all, Blefſed for ever and eyer, d4men 
Ts, FINIS, 


_— 


A Catalogue of Books Printed for Nat 
Crouch, at the Bell in the Poultrey, wear © 
Cheapfide, | 


Piſtozy, 


I, Nglands Movarchs : Or A Compendious Re- 
lation of che mofi remarkable Tranſa&ions, 
from ZalinsC afar ro this preſent;acorred with Poems, 
and the PiQures of every Monarch,from King Wiltian 
theConquerer is R, Williamand Q. Mary, With a Liſt 
of the Nobility, the Knights of the Garter, the number 
of the Lords and Commons who have Yotes in oth 
Houſes of . Parliament ; ani many other uſeful par 
ricu!ars. Price one. ſhilling, 
2. HE Hiftory of the Houſe of Orange : Or, a 
Bri=-f Relation of the Glorious and Magnani- 
movs Archieverents of His Majeſties Renowned Pre- 
deccfiors, anc {1kewiſe of H1s own Heroick ARons, till 
the Late W-.nderfu] Revolution, Together with the 
Hiftory of William and Mary, Kirg and Queen of 
England, Scitland, France and Trelind, $c. Being an 
Impartial Account of ite moſt Remarkable Paſlages 
and Tranſactions in theſe Kingdoms from their Maje- 
ſtics Happy Acceſſion ro the Throne to this time. By 
R. B. Price One Shilling, : 
3. *Z" HE Hiftory cf the tiyo JateKings, Charles the 
II, 35d James the IL. being an Impartial ac- 
con:3t of the :0ft rema: kable TraniaQtions, and ob- 
ſcrvable pafiapes, duringtheir Reigns ; and the ſecret 
French and Poriſh In:riguesand Defigns managed in 
the Times. Together witli a Relaticn of the happy 
Re-olurion, wzrd the Acceflion of Their preſent Maje- 
flies, K. William and Q, Mary to the Throne, Ftb, 13, 
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A HE Hiſtory of Oliver Cromwel, being an im.ſÞ ;fail 
| © partial Account ofall the Batcels,Sieges,and ff - ,cion 
other Military Atchievements, wherein-he was imga-ſÞ the | 
ged in England,Scotland and Ireland ; and likewiſe of | ;1 e1 
his Civil Adminiftrations, while he had the Supream || ;yer 
Governmenr, till his Death. Relatipg only matters of  yap 
Fa&,wichourt RefleQtion or Obſervation.By R.B.pr. 15, 
s, "F*HE Wars 1n England, Scotland and Ireland, 
. containing a parricular and Impartial Ac- © gje 

count of all the Battels, Sieges, and other remarkable | ye 


Tranſa&ions, Revolutions and Accidents, which hap- - 
pened from the beginning of the Reign of K. Charles m 
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| the Firft, 1625. to His Majeſties happy Reſtauration : { 
i The Illegal Tryal of K. Charles I. at large, with his x] 
| laft Speechar his Seftering ; and the moſt conſiders q 
| able matters till 1660. with Pictures of ſeveral Ac- . 
cidents. Price one Shilling. | 
| 6. TT Hſtorical Remarks and Obſervations of the Antient 
| and Preſent State of London ardWeſtminſer, 


ſhewing the Foundations, Walls,Gates, Towers, Bridp- 
es, Churches, Rivers, Wards, Hails, Companies, Govern- 
ment,Courts, Hoſpitals, Schools, Inns of Courts, Char- 
| _. ters, Fanciiſes, and Priviieages thereof 5 with the 
| moſt remariable Accidenrs,25s ro Wars, Fires, Plagges 
and other occurrences,for above 902 years paſt, 
7. Dmirable Curioſities, Rarities and Wo 
. in England, Scotiand, and Ireland ; or a! 
account of many remarkabie perſons and places; znd 
Ikewite of the Bartles,Steges,proaigious Larttquaxes, 
Tempefts, inundanions, Thunders, Lightmirgs, Fires, 
Murders and other Occarerccs and Accigents for ma- 
ny hurdred years paſt : Tozerther with the Natvral 
and Artiiicial Rarities in eyerv Councy in Fapling- 
With ſeveral curious Sculptures. Price cne {h:iiing, 
of s & HE Hiſtory of rhe fintdom of F:/and, bein: 


an Account of the Ancicat Inhabiians, an 
of 
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of all the Battles, Sieges, and other conſiderable Tran 


-aRions both Civil and Military in that Countrey,from 


the firſt Conqueſt thereof, under King Henry IT. till 
ics entire ReduRion, by His Majefties Arms. Toge- 
ther with the moſt remarkable Paſſzges, that have ſince 
happened there to this time, By R. B. Pr: 1s; 


9, +: HE Engliſh Empire in America,or a proſpe& 


of Hs Majefties Dominions in the Weft-It- 
dies, namely, New-found-land, New-England,New- 
York, New- Jerſey, Penſylvania,Mary-land, Virginia, 
Carolina,Bermudas, Barbuda, Anguila, Monſerrat, Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, Antego, Mevis or Nevis,St. Chri- 
ſrophers,Barbadoes and Jamaica : With an account of 
their Diſcovery,Scituation and ProduQ: The Religion 
and Manners of the Indians, and other excellencies of - 
theſe Countries : To which 1s prefixed a relatiou of 
the diſcovery of this New World, and of the remark- 
able Voyages and Adventures of Sebaſtin Cabsr, Sir 
Martin Frobiſher, Capt. Davis, Capt. Weymouth Capt. 
Hall, Capt. Hudſon , Sir Tho. Cavendi(h, the E. of Cum- 
berland, Sir Walter Rawleigh and othcr Engliſh Wor- 
ehies,to divers places therein. Illuſtrated with Maps, 
and Pictures of the ſtrange Fruits, Birds, Beaſts, Fiſhes, 
InſeQ:s, Serpentsand Monſters found in thoſe paris of 
the World. Price one ſhilling. 
IO, View of th:Enplifh Acquiſirions in Guinea 
and the Eaſt-Indies : With an Account of 
the Religion, Government, Wars, ſtrange Cuſtoms, 
Beaſts, Serpents, Monſters, and other Oyſervables in 
thoſe Countries. And among others, the Life and 
Death &f Mahomet the Grand Impottor, with the 
Principai DoRrines of the Turkiih Religion as they 
are diſplaye1 .in the Alcoran, I'wo Letters, one 
written by the Great Mogul, and the other by the 
Kirs of Sumatra in the Eaſt-Indies, to our K. James I. 
of an extravagant flijſe- The cruel Exccurivns in thoſe 
Parts 


— mw &o 
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_ Piſgriins ome years ſince, and what Admirable Acci- 
dents befel rhem th thcir Journey to Jeruſalem, Grand 


©4rts, with the manner of the Womens burning them. yr c 
ſerves with their dead Huſbands. Together _ n _ 
deſcription of the Ifle of -St. Helena, ard the Bay 
Souldania ; intermixt with, pleaſant Relattons, Pr. Is; 15 
11-  J*HE Engliſh Heroe: Or, Sir Francis Drake 
+ Revived. Being a full Account of the dan- 
gerous Voyages, admirable Adventures, notable Dif 
coveries,and Magnzmmous Archievements of that Va- 
fant and Renowned Commander. As, I. Hts Voyage || ,+.. 
in 1572, ro Nonre ae Dios 1n the Wift- Indies, where 
they: faw a Pile of Bars of Silver near 70 foot long, lo. | 1+ 
foot broad,and 5 2. foot high IT. His incompaſling the 
whole World in 1579. which he performed in two || 1: 
years and ren m-nchs, gaining a vaſt quantity of Gold a 
and Silver, III. His Voyage Into America ln 1585. and 5 
taking the Towns of St. Fago,St. Domingo, © arthagena, L 
and St. Auguſtine. IV, His laſt Voyage into thoſe Coun- ' 
tries 1 1595. with the manner of his Death and Bu- \ ' 
rial. Reviſed. CorreRed, and very much enlarged, 
reduced 1ne> Chaprers with Contents, and beautified 
with Picures, By R.B. Price One Shilling. 
12- "F* Wo Journeys to Feryſalen, Conralning firſt, 
I An acconnt of the Travels of :rwo Englth 


Cario, Aler.indria, %c, 2. TheTravels of 14 Engliſh 
Me:chai.- in 1649, from Scanderoon to Tripely, 7oppa, | 
Kanah, 7 iruſ..lem B,%lehim, Jericho, the River of For- 


aan, th: Le of Sedom and Gomorrah, and back-a- * 
gain '- <:2996. Towhich is adde!}, a Relation of the 
Bred ©. 25 the Fews, aſſemblud io che plains of 


Afardey 13 nmgare, 1650: 19 exairine he ICTIPrures 
concering Chriſt, By $, B. an Engliſh-man rhere 
pre. Vit the notorious defufion of the Fews,by 
a conn! Mifliah, or falſe Chriſt at Smyrna, mn- 
1666, and ihe cycut thereof, Lafhly, The Extirpa- 

tO: © 


and fold by Nath. Crouch. | 


»ftion of the Jews t! r-rg} out Perſe. in 1666. Epiſtſ» - , 
Aeharus to our Saivicur, with our Saviours Anſwer x 
Bcaurified with Piftures. Pr, cnc thilling, 
13. ye Advenrures cf fever:] Famous 
; Men: .with the ſirange Events, and (gnal 
rataztons and changes in the Fort-nes of divers Liluſ- 


ifs | trious places and perſons in all Azes;being an account 
72. | ofa multitude of ſtupendious Revolutions, accidents, 
ve | 43d obſervable marters in divers States and Provinces 
es | throughout the World 3 with PiQures. Price 15, 


>. || 14. HE Hiſtory of the Nive Worthics of the 
e World : Three wherecf were Gentiles ; 
> | 1. HeRor Son cf Priamus King of Troy, 2, Alexan- 
| derthe great King of Macedon, and Conquerour of 
the World. 3. Julius Ceſar firſt Emperor of Rome. 
Three =—_ 4. Joſhua Captain Seneral and Leader 
of iſrael into Canaan. 5. David King of Iſrael. 6. Ju- 
das Maccabeus a yaliant Jewiſh commander, againſt 
the Tyranny of Antiochus. Three Chriſtians, 7, Ar- 
thur King of Brittain, who conragiouſly defended his 
Countrey from the Saxons. 8. Charles the Great F, 
ofFrance,and Emperor ofGermanv.7 A045; <y of Bul- 


len King 27 jeruaicm. Being an account of their glo- 
rious lives, werthy ations, renowned ViRories and 
Deaths, Iiluſtrarcd with Poems and the PiQture of 
| each Worthy. By R. B. Price Oze ſhilling. 
I 5. | ns Excellency, or the Ladies Glory, Illu-- 
ſtrared in the Worthy Lives and Memorable 
ARtons of nine Famous Women, whohave been 
renowred either for Verrue or Vatour,in ſeveral Ages 
of the World : As 1. Deborah the Propheteſs, 2. The 
valjant Judith, 3. Queen Efther. 4- The virtuous 
| Sofannal. $5, The Chaſt Lucretia, 6. Voadacia Q, oft: 
Bri:tafn, in the Reign of Nero Emperor of Rome, 
containivg an account cf the Origival Inhabitants of 
Britceio, The Hiſtory of Danus and of his fifry Daugh- 
| ters, 
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*<rs, who murdered their Huſb1ads in one Night: 


1 the valour of Voadacia, under whoſe condud the 
Britains flew 70 taonſanad Romans, with many other 
remarkable parciculars,7.Mariamne Wite of RK; Herod 
8. Clotilda Queen of France, 9 Andegona Priiceſs 
oi Spain, The whoie adorued with poems 42d pictures 
co eaen Hiitory, By R. B. Price One Shilitg, 


16, \ 7 Onacrful Prouigtes of judgment and 
tercy, Gifruvered 10 above 300. 


MEmorabie Hitories5 containing, 1. Dread.ul Judg- 
ments aporArteiſts, Biaſpheinerszndeerjared Villains, 
2. The miicrabie erds ©f many Magicians, &c. 3. Re- 
mar«atle prediftions and preſiges of approachisg 
Deati,andtow theevent haz been anfiveralle. g. Fear- 
ful Jadgments vupon bloody Tyrancs. Murderers, 8&0, 
5 Aircratie Deliverances from tmminent dangers & 
deplicravie Gittrefies at Sea and Land, Lattly, Dwiae 
goodneſs to penite nts, with the dying thoughts of {eye= 
rai famous Menconcerning a future ſlate, Pr. 15. 
17 TREE: 7arittes. or the Matchleſs AQi- 
L ons and Paftions of Mankind ; diſplayed 1a 
22ar 400 Borabje Infiances and Examples, diſcovering 
che tranſcenaent Z2=285: 1, Of Love, Frienefhip and 


, 


Gratitude. 2, Of Magnanimity, Courzge aid Fidelt- 


ty. 3. Of Chaſtity, Temperance and Humi'iry : And 
on the contrary, the Tremendous conſequences; 4. Of 
Hatred, Revenge and Ipgratitude. $s.Ot Cowardice, 
Barbarity and Treachery. 6, Oi Unchaftiry, Intempe- 
rance and Ambition. Imbeliſhed with Proper F1- 
oures, Price 15, ; 
18, HE Kingdom of darkneſs : Or the Hiſtory 
of Demons, SpeQers, Witches, Apparitt- 
ons, Poſie(Hons, Diſturbances, and other wondertul and 
fupernatural Deluſions, Miſchievous Feats and Mali- 
cious Impoſtures of the Devil. Containing tear 80 
memorable Relations, Foreign and Dcmeſtick, borh 
ancieny 
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and ſold by Nath. Crouch. 
antient and modern, Colle&ted from Autheniick Re: 
cords, Real Atreſtatwns, Credible Evidences, and afſert- 
ed by Authors of undouvted Verity. Together wuh a 
Preface o5viating the common Obje&ions and Alle» 
garions of rhe Aagdduces ana Arheiits of the Age, who 
deny the Being of Spirits, Wizches,&c, With Pictures 
of ſeveral memorable Accidents, Price I 5, 
19. COUprizing Miracles of Nature and Art, 3jn 
two partsz containing, 1, The Miracles of 
Nature,or tie wonderful Signs, and prodigious AſpeRts 
and Apperances in the Heavens, Earth and Sea 3 with 
an account of the moſt famous Comers,and other: Pro» 
diges, fro:3 the Birth of Chriit ro this cime. 2, The 
Miracles of Att, deſcribing the moſt Magn:ificenc 
Buildinos, and other curious [aventions 1n all Ages, as, 
the ſeven Wonders of tie V/orid, and many other ex- 
ce ilepr Serudteres atid Raniies throughout the Earth. 
Beaurifyed whh PiQures Price 1 5, 
20. Emorable Accidents and Uunheard of 
TranſaRions, containing an account of fe- 
veral firange Events : As the Pepoſing of Tyrants, 
Lamentable Shipwracks, Diſmal Misfortunes, Strata» 
gems of War, Perilons Adventures, Happy Deliveran. 
ces, with other remarkavle Occurrences, aud 1cica. tj 
ſtorical paſſages, which have happened in ſeveral 
Countries in rhis laſt Age. Printed at Brufſels 10 1697. 
and Dedicared to His preſent Majeſty, William King 
of England, &c. Publiſhed in Engliſh. by R. B. Pr. rs. 
2Is Artyrs in Flames, or Popery in. Its true 
Colours being a Bricf Relation. of the 
horrid Cruelties and Perſecutions of the-Pope and 
Church of Rome, for many hundreds of years paſ?, ro 
this preſent time, it: Piedmont, Bohemia,Germany,Po. 
land, Lirhuania, France, [taly,Spain,Portugal,Scotland, 
Freland,and England ; with ag abfira& of the cruel 


Perſecutions lately exerciſed upon the Proteſtants in_ 


France 
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ner with a ſhort atcount of God's Judgments upon 
Popiſh Perſecutors. Price 1 &. - 


Miſcellanics, 


22, ID Elights for the Inzenious, in above Fifty Se- 
le& and Choice Emblems, Divine and Mo- 
ra], Antient and Modern, curiouſly Ingreven upon 
Copper Plates, with go delightfulPoems and Lors, for 
the more lively Illuſtration of each Emblem, where- 
| by infirution and good counſel may be promoted 
| and furthered, by an honeſt and pleaſznr Recreation 
| to which 1s prefixed, A Poem, intituled, Majeſty in 
l Miſery, or an Imploration of the King of Rings, writ - 
| ren by K, Charles T.. with his own hand, during his 
j Captivity in Cariſbrook Caſtle in the iſles of Wight, 
l 1648. with a curious Emblem, Colleted by R. B, 
| Price 25s, 6d. 
; 23. Xcelient Contemplarions Divine and Mcral, 
| vritten by the Magnanimous A.L.Capel Ba- 
| ron of Haihamz together with foie accounrof his 
- - Life, and his affcQiorate Letters to his Lady the day 
before his Death, with his Heroick Behaviour and laſt 
Speech at his Suffering. Allo the Speeches and Car- 
| riages of of D. Ham, and the Earl cf Ho!). who fuf- 
; fered with hin : With his Pious Advice te his Son. 
| Price 1.5 
24. 


inter Evenings Entertaintmenrt, in 
| | two parts, Containing, 1, Ten Plea- 
| fant R*larions of many Rare and Notable Accidents 
| and Occurrences: 2. Fifty Ingenious Riddles, with 
| . their Explanations, and uſeful Qbſcrvarions and Mo- 
| rals upon each. Enlivened wirh above 60 Ticures, for 
| - 1luftrating every Story and Riddle, Excellently ace 
|  Ccommodatcd :o the Fancies of Old or Young, -and 
| uſcful to chcarful Society aud Converſation. Price 1 5: 


| 25, Delightful 
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\France and Savoy, in the year 1686, and 1699. Toge-l| * 
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"ns fold by Nath. Crouch: | 


$25: Þ om Faites in Proſe and Verſe, none 


of them ro be found in .Zſfop, bur collea- 
ed from divers Ancient and Modern Anthors, with 
P:!ctures and proper Morals to every Fable. Several 
of rnem very applicable ro the Preſent times. by R. 
3. Price bound one ſhilling. | | 


Divinity. 


26, HE Divine Parquer, or Sacramental De» 
vottons, confiftinp of Morning and Even- 
ing Prayers,Contemplations and Hymns for cyery day 
18 the Week, inorder toa more Solercn Preparation 
for the worthy Receiving of the Holy Communion, 
reprefenting the ſeveral ſteps and degrees of the Sor- 
rows and Sufferings of our bleſſed Saviour. he gave 
up the Ghof? ; As, 1, His Agony in the Garden. 2. His 
being betrayed by Judas. 3. His being faſſly accuſed, 
ſmirren, buffztted, ard ſpir upon before Caiphas the 
High Prieſt. 4. His condemnation, ſcourging, crown- 
ing with Thorns, and being delivered to be crucified 
by Pontius Pilate. $5. His bearing h1s Croſs. 6. His 
crucifixion. 7, Our Savicur's Inſtitution of the Blef- 
ſed Sacramenr. Together with brief Reſclutions to 
all thoſe fcruples and obj<&tons uſuaily alledged for 
the omiffion of this important duty. With eight cu- 
rious Sculptures proper ro the {eyeral parts, with 
Graces, Imprimatur Z. Iſham, R. Þ. D. Hen. Epiſc. 
Lond. a Sacris, Price 1 s. 
27. Guide to Erern2l Glory : - Or, brief Dire- 
A Rions to all Chriſtians how to atrain Ever- 
laſting Salvation : To which are added ſeveral other 
ſmall Crafts : As; 1. Saving Faith diſcovered 1n three 
heavenly conferences berween our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and, r. A Publican, 2. A Phariſee. 3. A doubting 
Chriſtian, 2. The threefold ftare of a Chriſtian : 
1. By Nature: 2, By Grace: 3. In Glory. 3. The 
Scrip= 
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Scriptures concord, compiled our of the words of 


oCripture, by way of queſtion and anſwer, wherein 


there is the ſum of the way to Salvation, and ſpiritual 
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things compared with ſpirirual. 4. The CharaQter of I 


a true Chriſtian. $5. A brief DireQory for the great, 
necefſary, and advantegious duty of Self-examination, * 


whereby a ſerious Chriftian may every day examine 


himſelt, 6. A ſhort Dialogue berween a Learned D1- - 


vine and a Begzar. 7, Beams of the Spirit, or Cor- 


dial Medications, enlivening, enlightning, and . 


gladding the Soul. 8. The Seraphick Souls Triumph 
12 the Love of God; with ſhort remembrances and 


pious thoughts. 9. Hiſtory improved, or Chriſtian F 


Applications and Improvements of divers remarkable 


Paſſages in Hiftory. 10. Holy Breathings in fereral 


Divine Poems, upon divers Subje&s and Scriptures. 

Price one Shilling. | 

28, Ouths Divine Paftime; Containing Forty 
Remarkable Scripture Hiſtories, turned 1n- 

to common Engliſh Verſe. With Forty Pictures proper 


— " 


to each Story; very deliphttul for the virtuous, tmploy- 


Ing the vacant hours of Yeung Perſons, and prevent- 
ing vain and vitious Divertiſements. Together with ſe- 
veral Scripture Hymns upon divers occaſions. Pr, 8 d. 
29% H E. Young Mans Calling, or the whole 
| Duty of Youth, in a ſerious and compal- 
fionate Addreſs to all young perſons to remember 
their Creator in the days of their Youth. Together 
with Remarks upon the Lives of {everal excellent 
youpg Perſons of both Sexes, as well Ancient as Mo- 
dern, who have been famous for Virtue and Piety in 
their Generations, With rwelre curious Pictures, Il 
luſtrating rhe ſeveral hiſtories. Price x 5s. 6d. 
30. 'F: RE Vanity of the Life of Man repreſented 
in the Seven ſeveral Stages thereot 3 With 
PiRures and Poems expoſing the Folltes of every 
Age, Price Eight pence. 31, Mount 


that ſhall ſtand tor ever. Together with 
a view of that World which ſhall be broken in pieces 


and conſumed. By Wiltam Dyer, Author ef Chriſts _ 


Famous Titles, and a Believers Golden Chain. Price 

One Shilling. 

32. Iſtrefled Sion Relieved, or, the Garment of 
Praiſe for the Spirt of Heavineſs. A Poem, 

Wherein are diſcovered the grand Cauſes of the 

Churches trouble and miſery under the late diſmal 


Diſpenſation, With a compleat Hiſtory of, and La- + 


mentation for thoſe Renowned Worthieshat fell in 
England, by Popiſh rage and cruelty, from the Year 
1580. Humbly Dedicated to Their Preſent Majeſties. 
By Benjamin Keach, Auchor of a Book called, Sion in 
Diſtreſs, or the Groans of the true Proteftant Church, 
Price one ſhilling. 
23; A tichriſt Stormed, orthe Church of Rome 
proved to be Myſtery Babylon the-Grear 
Whore,Rev.179. by many and undemable Arguments, 
Anſwering all the Obje&ions of rhe Papiſts, and al] 
others, Together with the Judgment of many An- 
tient and Modern Divines, and moſt Eminent Wri- 
ters concerning the riſe and final ruin of the Beaſt 
and Babylon, proving it will be in this preſent Age. 
With an Account of many ftrange PrediQions re- 
hting to theſe preſent Times. By Benjamin Reach. 
Price One Shilling, 
34 HE Devour Souls Daily Exerciſe in Prayers, 
Contempiations and Praiſes, containing 
Devonons for Mcrning, Noon, ard Night, for every 
day in the week ; with Prayers before and after the 
Holy Communion : And I:kewiſe tor Perſons of all 
conditions, and upon all occzfions : With Graces and 
Thankſgivings before and aiter %icat, By Re. Þ,D. DB. 
Price bound Six Pence, 
3 5+ ACTA” 
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4. CO Acramental Me;iations upon divers fele& pla- 
ces ofScriprute, wherein Believers are affiſt- 
edin preparing their !r-orts, and exciting their affe 
Rions and graces when rhey draw ni io God i 
that moſt awful and folemn Ordinant< of che Lord, 
Supper. By Jo. Flayel Linifter of Chritt in 13cvolls 


| Price on+ Shiiling. "7 


36, 'FACOB Wreftiling witi: GOD, 22d prevailing + 

\J Or, a Treatie concerrtp the fyeciility and 
Efficacy of cont in Proaver: Wharen divers weighty: 
"Queſtions and Cafes of Tovicience about prayitig Þ 


- "EAlth, are ſtaic: aac refived:; For the comfortilg 


ad fatisfying of weair in {£ropulous Conſciences ; 
The Conviction of t5icmal Hypucrices, awakening of 


all Satnts, both weak 22d ſtrong, great and ſinall, i? 


this great Duty of Fraycr, By Tho. Taylor, jormerl 

ar Edmunds Bury, now 7:for co a Congregation 1B 

Cambridge, Price one Shilling. 

37- QExeral Sermons, or Declarations of Mr. 
S:<phen Criſp, late of Colcheſter in Eſſex; 


ex:ialy taken 10 CharaQters or Short-hand, as they | 


were delivered by bim ar the Publick Mecting-houſes 
of the People called Quakers,in Grace-Church-fireer, 
in Devonſhire Houſe, London. And now faithfully 
Tranſcribed and Publiſhed. Together with his 
Prayer at the end of every Sermon, Price bound 
one Shiliig. | 


All Printed for Nath. Crouch, at the Bell in 


- + the Poultrey near Cheapſide. 
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